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AJ Balaban Predicts New Type Of ) 


Show Biz Via 


By MORI KRUSHEN + 

A. J. Balaban, operator of the/| 
Roxy, New York, returned to N. Y.| 
from Hollywood last week with com- | 
pleted plans for setting up television | 
film production in line with the | 
radieal changes in theatre operation | 
and film production which he fore- | 
gees as a result of television develop- | 
ment. | 
Balaban, who was one of the chief | 
factors in the development of picture | 
house presentation originally, regards 


television as the starting point for 
anew type of show business after 
the wai 

He -has been studving television | 


developments for the past seven or 
eight in England where 
the new mecia had been developed 
more fully than in the U. S. He was 
greatly England, when 


years, first 


impressed, in 


@ theatre sold out at five pounds | 
(around $4 U. S. funds) per ticket 
when a television screening of a 
horserace was presented, 


Balaban is figuring on production 
(Continued on page 10) 


Mlle” Models Double 
As Guinea Pigs For 
Tele Makeup Testing 


u 


Siant stepped into the 
television production problem in 
New York last week when “Made- 
moiselle’” videoed a femme-slanted 
show over DuMont’'s W2XWV and 
ran into makeup problems. After 


prelim tests on models under lights 
had them looking like zombies or 
Ubangis, the Helena Rubinstein 
ganiza was called in to devise 
rouge and powder recipes. 

After. nearly 20 
makeup base of blue and green 
rouges was adopted and came 
through okay on tele screen. Fabric 
Problem on model's gowns, etc., also 
is being ironed out. On last week’s 
show a honey tricked out in a form- 
fitting pale blue sweater appeared 
in video to be wearing a shiny white 
blouse 


tion 


experiments, 


She didn’t look bad either 
lg but hep editors think rightly 
that fabric reproduction must be 


COn@mered before tele can tell true 
or fashion shows. 


FEW HAYLOFT TROUPES 
SEEN FOR THIS SUMMER 


here 


: will be some summer stocks 
sttawhats) this year but only a scat- | 


tered few in the truly rural districts. 

The are varied reports of stock 

Dians but to date only four have 


registered with Equity. those spots 
being Dallas, Milburn, N. J., Grand 
Rapids and Peak’s Island, Me. No 
Other stock is in sight in Maine, 
New Hampshire or Vermont. New-. 


Port. R. I, is also announced to 
Operate, 


_'ocks will probably eventuate in 
ies * as during the past two sum- 
“ees, when between six and eight 


Wete in operation. 


| Anthony, Inc., West Coast 


| the-fire 


Tele Productions 


‘Voice of the World’ 


Broadway ticket agency couldn't 
oblige on a request it received last 
week for two tickets. 

Guy who wrote he was coming on 
from Kansas City put in a bid for 
seats for “Tomorrow the Turtle.” 


FCC Lifts Dual 


Owner Deadline 


Washington, 
The FCC today 
the May 3 


April 4. 
‘Tues.) suspended 
multiple ownership dead- 


line but ordered that owners of sta- 
tions affected by the ruling must ful-| 
fill other requirements. 


Stations remaining under 


ship forbidden by the FCC rule must 


(1) file applications for disposal be- 
fore May 31; (2) submit a petition 
for a license extension with full ex-| 
planation of proposed sales or trans- 
fer; or (3) submit a petition for a 
public hearing before the FCC to 


determine whether the mutiple own- 


ership rule applies. 


The FCC announced. that 
careful examinations of all multiple 
ownership cases now before them 
will be made to see how much 


“overlap” exists in each individual 


locality. 


Station claims as to cover- | 
age and audience pull. location of | 
population centers and program con- 
tent will be sifted to fix status of 


the outlets 
Among 
extension 


involved 
deadline 
Earl C. 


broadcast- 


requests for the 


Was one [ro 


connectio! With On- 


network 


firm, in 
deal with the Blue 
for KECA, San Francisco. 


Smith & Dale, Pards For 
40 Yrs., May Find Selves 
Suddenly ‘Discovered’ 


ing 


Smith and Dale. oldest and per- 
haps the most famous two-male 
comed tean j ) busines 
whose partners ) gor back even 
furthe in Olsen & Johnson. and 
Abbott & Costel é suddenly 
“discovered” tollowi tneir guest 


appearance on the Philco-“Variety 


owner- 


PAY 
ROUTINE 


Renewal Time Finds Top 
Funny Men Holding Out 
for More Money, But 
Agencies and Sponsors 


Plenty of Bickering in 
Offing 


BENNY PRECEDENT 


Those fears expressed by agencies 
| and sponsors anent new salary de- 
;}mands by top ranking 


following the Jack Beyny-Pall 


comedians 


Mall 


for exploitation, 
groundless, clients now 
to their dismay. 

| This year renewal time is taking 


far from 


are learning 


were 


on all the aspects of the oldtime 
| Jake _Ruppert-Babe Ruth holdout 
| negotiations, with stars in some in- 
| Stances demanding as much as 
(Continued on page 2) 


Morris 


MCA Band War? 


Contractual argument between 
| Benny Goodman and Music Corp. 
America, caused Goodma: 
| break up his orchestra last week, is 
more than just a dispute between the 
leader 


gcy. In 


of 


which to 


and the agency It boils 
|down to a bitter, undeclared war 
| between MCA and the William Mor- 
ris band department. which is head- 


ied by Willard Alexander. former 

| MCA executive. 
| Goodman got back to N. Y. last 
| week, and assertedly intends to re- 
| main Inactive until his contract ins 
out at MCA (it has about 18 months 
to go) or MCA se it back to him 
He has offered $50.000 fo t. which 
the agency ed dc He appar- 
ently fig es that soone oO later 
MCA will realize he means business 
rather than lose out completely 


e $50,000 


COL. LAWTON TO DIRECT 


“Radio Hall of Fame” program last | INVASION PIX FORCES 
Sunday (2). Louis B. Maver wired | Le A 
Marvin Schenck from the Coast, _ Washington, April 4. 
suggesting the comedians wait for} Col. Kirke B. Lawton. chief of the 
him in N. Y. to discuss a deal. | Army Pictorial Division, per- 
However, team had to leave for| Somally direct the taking of motion 


the Coast Monday (3), to 
the new Felix Young-Danny Winkler 
revue titled -°8:40 Revue” at the 


Belasco theatre, Los Angeles. on May | 


1, and plan to see Mayer there. 
Others in the revue wilt probably 
include Borrah Minevitch, Lena 


Charles Dale, 


and 
1898. 


Joe Smith, 60, 
62. teamed-up in 


open in| 


pictures in the coming invasion 
| Western Europe. Forma! 
i; ment that Lawton has take: 
expected from Genera! Eisenhower's 
headquarters in Britain 
| Pinch-hitting for Lav 
headquarters in Washi: 
Lyman Munson, who has 
turned from Brit 
in charge of pictorial 


announce- 
over is 


ton at Army 
igton is 


just re- 
was 


where 


Worst 


RADIO COMICS BULL 


| 
| 


Can’t See It Their Way— | tactory 


+ SOr, 


pact at $25.000 a week, plus $250,000! 


of | 


Col. | 


| 


‘Afraid’ Tell Real Story 


War, Home Front, Ex-Staffers Say 


2 


Show Biz’s 4F Loss 


Washington, April 4. 
Show biz reached for the aspirin 
bottle again last weekend | 
There is mounting pressure here 
to draft the 4F class for farm and 
work. 


Winchell Refuses 


To Be Muzzled 


Although Walter Winchell's spon- | 
the Andrew Jergens Co., of- 
ficially wrote “finis’ to the former's 
wordy air battle with Cong. Martin 
Dies at the conclusion of the 
umnist-commentator’s broadcast Sun- 
day indications are that 
“freedom of speech on the air” will 
continue to be a issue 
until radio adopts a definite polics 
governing such situations. 


col- 


night 


(2) 


troublesome 


In anticipation of Sunday night’s 


Winchell broadcast Blue network of- 
ficials and others huddled the col- 
umnist at the web's offices late 
Thursday afternoon, The news- 
caster stated his mind frankl; 
he would not be gagged, and wo 
up with a paraphrased crack on the 
song title. “Don’t Sweetheart Me.’ 
Blue prexy Mark Woods, along 
with executive yveepee Edgar Kobak 
Pi Lennen (& Mitchell), J An- 
drews. program director of L&M, 
Winchell and the latter's attorney 
powwowed fo) two hours and 


ll the newspaperman re- 
iterated his position of freedom of 
thought and expression: refusal to | 
be gagged, directly or indirectly; and 
waited to know if “any American 
could object to my continued expose 


h + 
Lorougn ita 


of subversive activities. 


Scripters, directors and producers 
from the agencies and networks who 
have returned to radio’s fold after a 
sojourn into the radio division of the 


OWI attribute their exit from the 
Government agency to complete 


shackling of their abilities by endless 
red tape. The same programs which 
they find the major webs are almost 
eager to produce today, they claim, 
were nixed when formulat&d fo: 


Extreme conservatism and lack of 


courage that immediately bluepen- 
cilled any progressive or clear- 


spoken ideas in projecting the real 
nature of the war into their materia! 
is cited by many of them as the rea- 
son for checking off the OWI payroll 


| in disgust. 


That commercial radio, despite its 
many fetters. is cognizant of the need 
to reach out to the people with a 
clarification of the business involved 
in the war, only serves to make more 
obvious the shortcomings 


(Continued on page 2) 


they say, 


Russia Developing Its 
Pix Production With U.S. 


Equipment in Siberia 


Government is ted 


‘Us report 
i e quantities of un-to-the- 
te equipment, following a 
vey of American film production 
methods in Hollywood, for shipment 
to Siberia, where elaborate  filn 
studios are pl ned bv the Soviet 
Understood the Russian film project 
ureaay unde Na ll be de le 

oped o a arge scale 

Meantime, Boris Ivanov recentis 
arrived in the U. S. to take over as 


the new Soviet cinema rep, head- 


quartering in N. Y to supervise 
distribution of Russian ‘films in the 
U. S. (Artkino handles physical dis- 
tribution) and to buy more Ameri- 
can pictures for exhibition in Rus- 
sia. 


é 


Phil 


The Hour 
Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra 
and Choir 


Conducted by 


Spitalny 
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What's Tougher—Double Somersault 
Or Being Shot Out of Circus Cannon? 


By JACK PULASKI 

“Hey, that guy's crazy.” 

That crack came from Hugo Zac- 
chini—who used to be shot out of a 
eannon twice daily in the Ringling, ; 

Barnum Bailey circus when it was ing more than 2.100 before the 
at Madison Square Garden, N. Y.,, | eo have been reduced to about 
of ‘ | 300. 

several seasons ago. He was stand- 

Colleano do a forward somersault on = 
the tight wire. Half a dozen men 
have been killed doing the cannon ar arme orces 0 a 
act. which is no 1onger part of the} Pants. 
Big Top, but no casualties are re-| 
called among wire artists. The Ring- | and George W. Smith returns as gen- 
incidentally, opens to- |eral manager, same going for Fred 
night (5) at the Garden. | De Wolfe the treasurer. McCormick 

Generally believed that a back | Steele is frontdoor superintendant 
somersault is more difficult press greeter. 
| 


Cine Sino Shortage 


Hollywood, April 4. 
Chinese film actors, number- 


ling circus, 


the forward, but the reverse is true. 
In a backward the target, or land- 
j withi ne vision of 
ing spot, comes within the v si | 
the revolving performer, whereas in 


‘d it diss ars. So 
given, it being appreciated that 
years ago, 


Golleene told Sime that he | may 
head: sccomptished a double somer- | the big 
sault on the wire in practice. Sime | However, advance stories on the 
advised the Australian performer not RBB show were given liberal space 
to put the stunt into the routine be- | i” the metropolitan dailies last week. 
cause it was too dangerous. At the vs 
time no one was doing a forward Emmett Kelly. deadpan clown, 
on the wire but now the little Chi- is given top billing this season. 
nese girl in the Naittos turn accom- 
ishes rey : is the nickname of a clowns, 
5 A English stage comic who was 
with his flair for showmanship. never with a circus, Clowns de- 
May Wirth vise their individual facial make- 
Star of the Big Top for years was up, other clowns respecting each 
May Wirth, also an Aussie, now in other's design as a_ property 
retirement, whose performance as a right. 
bareback equestrienne has not been 
equaled. She did backwards in 
stride upon a circling horse, but the 
gamest feat was a forward with the 
riag in motion. When Miss Wirth 


in a booklet for news- 
Thanks to the press is 


“Chesty” Paul Mortier, the clown 
whose prop laugh used to fill the 
Garden, can't do it any more. Had 
his teeth extracted and sports clack- 


94th Week! 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


says: 


| 


| 
| 


'train” is 


| 


first pulled it, the late'"John Ring-| ers, which aren't conducive to the | 


ling begged her to scratch the stunt. | laugh. 
She didn’t. and no girl rider is 
known to have equaled that leap. 
However, she says that the flip-flap 


Butler says that elephants like to- 
bacco, some preferring it to peanuts. 
was even more difficult, at least so| Also that Alfred Court claims that 
far as she is concerned. The little | wild animals like good music, al- 
wonder from Down Under used to though they’ll kill you as quickly te 
do backwards with baskets tied to | (Continued on page 10) 
her feet, she fell to the tanbark or |, 
ring bank many times. Nearest to 
May Wirth is a girl in the Loyal- 
Repenski turn, in the present show, 
she doing backs while her “brother” 


Radio Comics 


Continued from page 1 


Laughter—songs—Murray—fun and 


| Butler has compiled news, notes) 


PS.—aAnd dont ferget Lucky 


Strikes. 


Films Step Up 
Raid on Radio 


Scripts, Talent 


Following reduction of book fic- 
tion this season, and the high prices 
demanded for film rights to stage 
plays, Hollywood is turning to radio 
to bolster its lagging idea market for 
forthcoming pictures. 

Latest to join the film 
Charles Martin, 
writer-producer, whose 
story, “Double Furlough,” 


“gravy 
radio 
original 
introduced 


| over the air by Gertrude Lawrence 
| and James Cagney, is soon to go into 


production for 
at United Artists 


goes the forward. 

Zacchini is now working in a de- 
fense plant, a daughter doing the 
cannon act. Their device ‘is differ- 
ent from the other cannons, the flyer 
being propelled by compressed air 
—the shot being for effect strictly. 
Other cannon devices used rubber 
for the projection, which may ex- 
plain the fatalities and other casu- Just as 


signaturing for next season. There 
appears every indication of some 
long drawn-out bickering, particu- 
larly in cases where the comedians 
are demanding upped salaries despite 
the fact that their contracts don’t 
expire for at least another season. 


Eddie Cantor, who re- 


alties. One cannon act had trouble | renewed with Bristol-Myers last 
throughout the season with the | week, grabbed himself a nice chunk 
Sells-Floto show, which featured | of added coin, practically all the 


others down the line have let it be 
known that they think they're worth 
a lot more than they're getting and 
want it—or else. 


Poodles Hanneford, comedian bare- 
back rider (another Aussie). Jn the 
fall Phil Wirth, a pretty good bare- 
back comic himself, asked Hanne- 
ford how the cannon act got along, Rut the agency topners and clients 
Jatter replying: “Well wwe ran out} see it differently, the latter asserting 
of property men.” Seefhs they bulled| that while it’s all very well for 
one of the prop department into} George Washington Hill to spend 
making the cannon leap, but the} coin “indiscriminately,” the fact re- 
men finally refused either because | mains they have to account to their 
of injuries or lost their nerve. stockholders for such high budgeting 
and—is it worth it? 

Here's Your Circus As one of the top agency men put 

Longest RBB date in New York will | it: ‘“‘There’s such a thing as a con- 
continue until May 21, when 93 per- | tract and we're not going to let them 
formances will have been given, not | get away with it. As it is, we're pay- 


counting morning shows for disabled | ing some pretty fancy prices for 
kids, orphans, ete. Engagement will | talent...It seems that the moment a 
be nine days longer than last spring, | Comedian shoots above a ‘6’ rating 


he feels entitled 
traffic will bear.” 


when the Ringling show opened to anything the 


April 9 and ran until May 15. Length 


| 
double their present salary before | 


David O. Selznick 
Martin, currently 
/on the Coast, is expected to an- 
;nounce a film connection shortly. 
| Several companies are dickering for 
lthe film rights of the Mutual mys- 
j tery program, “The Black Castle,” 
which stars Don Douglas, who is 
being screen-tested by 20th-Fox. 
“Breakfast at Sardi’s,” 
audience-participation 
was bought for films last week. Phil 
Baker is being starred in a 20th-Fox 


popular 


! 


radio program, “Take It or Leave 
It.’ Other popular radio shows 
which have formed the basis for re- 
cent films, include Par’s “Henry 
Aldrich” (NBC): Universal's “Inner 


; Sanctum” (CBS), and “Sherlock 
Holmes” (MBS), with ether stars 
Nigel Bruce and Basil Rathbone 


playing the screen leads, as well as 
Columbia Pictures’ “Crime Doctor” 
(CBS), and RKO’s “Lum 'n’ Abner” 
(Blue) series. 

Norman Corwin and Arch Oboler 
are two of the more eminent radio 
writers who have aiso doubied in 
films. Arthur Miller, who has just 
returned to N. Y. and radio, wrote 
the screenplay for the forthcoming 
Lester Cowan film based on Ernie 
Pyle’s book, “Here Is Your War.” 


the raiding of talent by 
but because of the higher sal- 
aries paid to majority of actors on 
the Coast, cannot seem to do very 
much about it. 

Corwin, however, did something 
on his own hook. He voluntarily 
returned to radio (CBS) and at a big 
income slash. 


of the Boston Garden date, due to 
follow, has not been determined. 


sean eed ne tO Draw Old Stage, Pic Stars 


master, as equestrian director as he 
ealls himself, is blowing the whistle, 
pacing the performance thereby. He 
was with the Barnum and Bailey 
outfit before it was merged with the 
Ringling Bros. show, so has been on 
the job for nearly 40 years. Every 
sezson for the past 10 years he said 
he was going to quit. Ella, his wife, | 
is again riding in the show. 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Film and stage stars who have 
faded from the public scene but not 
from the public memory will be 
/much in demand for television when 
ithe new art is spread across the 
nation, in the opinion of John Royal, 
head of NBC's television. Old- 
peating this wear but circus timers, and Royal dislikes the ap- 
heads say it is definitely out. pellation, have something to give to 
video which is lacking in the 
Roland Butler is the show's gen-| younger set. he believes. and he for 
eral press agent again. Hal Olver. | one is compiling the list for not too 

| 


“Spangles,.” the one-ringer that 
Bob Ringling had at the Garden 
last summer, was reported re- 


who agented “Spangles” and for-| future reference. 

merly was head of legit shows. is “Stage training will be highly es- 

“story” man. Allen Lester and Don! sential for television.” declared 

McCloud are in the press depart- | Royal. “and even though their act- 

ment, with Bernie Yead the con- | ing days may be over, their experi- 
ence and background could be uti- 

heads the radio department again’ lized to excellent advantage a3 


Back to Coach Babes, Royal Predicts 


tutors to the newer crop of stage 

and radio luminaries. I would 

rather entrust the tele career of 
(Continued on page 10) 


One Way to Do It 
Hollywood, April 4. 

A producer and his gal entered a 
Sunset strip nitery here at 8:30 Sat- 
urday night (1) and ordered dinner, 
asking for and paying check imme- 
diately. 

Reason for quick payoff: federal 
30°, amusement tax went into effect 
at 9 pm. So producer ate and 
danced for remainder of evening 
without ordering additional food and 
liquor, and didn’t have to shell out 


for Government gouge. 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


++ By Frank Scully +++ereseoesesss? 


Hollywood, Apri! 4. 

One of the major problems in peace or war is fitting the right talent into 
the right slot. Invasion, for instance, should be the province of people 
who have had experience in gate-crashing. Everything is set up to keep 
you out, but you gotta get in 

People on the fringe of show business particularly should be usef\) in 
working out a surprise entry that will click. In the absence of One-Eyed 
Connelly and in the belief that this column is a highly confidential intep. 
office memo confined to the copydesk, the linotypist, and the proofreader 
I am offering Scully’s success in this field in the hope that it wil] help 
the high command get across the Channel. 

First, you must have absolutely no fear of what will happen to you if 
you fail. The possibility of getting caught red-handed, jailed, beaten, sho; 
or merely thrown out in the gutter, giving your Milquetoast neighbors 
the laugh of the week, must never enter vour head. 

Par example. There was a studio in the south of France which was 
barred by a gate and, when that was open, by a chain. The entry was 
patrolled by a Corsican guard. The producer lived in splendid isolation 
about a half a mile above the gate. Max Eastman came to see the pros 
ducer one afternoon. The guard said the producer was in Africa shoote 
ing a closeup of a sand dune. 
So he walked away from the gate and then turned suddenly and ran to 
the gate climbing the obstacle like a commando. Then he raced up the 
road, the guard chasing him until the Corsican realized he was leaving his 
post unguarded and hurried back to the gate. 

Max poked all around the villa, saw nobody, walked lcisurely back to 
the gate and said to the Corsican, “You're right, he’s not in.” 

Swing Sweet Chariot 

That one is too direct? Lacks deception? Okay, try this one. This 
gate was around a corner. he Corsican guard (they’re always Corsicans) 
could not see any car approaching until it was 10 feet (they're always 10 
feet) from the chain. 

Barred from the studio myself for some Varietous indiscretion, I learned 
from spies that the producer always honked his horn before he reached 


the corner so the guard would drop the chain in order not to hold up 
his excellency. 

“Listen,” I said to Lucien Sauvage, the pursuit pilot handling the wheel, 
“as we come up the hill I'll honk the ear’s horn twice, the Corsican will 
drop the chain and you drive through like hell till we can lose the car 
and ourselves among the stages.” 

“But suppose he doesn’t drop the chain?” 

“In that case,” I explained, “the car will turn turtle, one of us will get 


film based orn his Sunday night CBS 


Radio execs are anxious to halt 
filmdom, 


| 


show, | 


killed, and the other can sue them.” 

But it worked! And to this day Sauvage, a Reuter’s correspondent, 

carries a horn for crashing without his credentials. 
Mon Brave, 26 on Rouge 

On the Riviera in the old days there was no charge for entering the 
casinos. Then one day the “gamblers” slapped on a 10-frane admission to 
keep out the riff-raff. I was entertaining a party of eight, the first time it 
happened, Looking the chiseler in the eye I took out a 100-frane note, got 
20 francs change, walked over to the first gambling table, nut down the 20 
frances on rouge and won. Doubled, won; redoubled, tried rouge again, 
won; picked up the franes, threw the croupier a tip, gave the doorman 
the nose and joined the mob at the tea-dansant. 

“No hard feelings.” I explained to the manager. “Just doesn’t pay to 
enter a clip joint, on principle.” 

He said he saw the point and if not hired to do otherwise would have 
sympathized with it. 

At the Malvern festival in England when Shaw was rehearsing “The 
Apple Cart” I wanted to see how he performed before performers. I gave 
every English blockade a successful runaround, but a shocked usher caught 
| me stdnding at the top of a stairway watching the grand old ductless goat, 
| little black note book in Jhis hand, telling everybedy. from Sir Cedric 
| Hardwicke down, where his acting was a little less than perfect. 

“Excuse me,” said the usher, “would you mind not watching Mr. Shaw 
| in rehearsal?” 
|} I said I'd mind very much. 

“But Mr. Shaw would be furious if he caught you spying on his ree 
hearsal.” 

In time Shaw dismissed the class and came up the stairs. 

That was when I said, “I'm here for ‘Variety,’ and God help you if you're 
not good.” 

“*Variety’?” he said, “what's ‘Variety’? 

No wonder he had a bad play and got a bad notice. 

(Lifted from “Rogues Gallery,” by Frank Scully. Murray & Lee, $2.75.) 
| A ‘spot announcement. 


Cornering Wells 

Another time I sent Leo Mishkin, the “Morning Telegraph” critic. and 
Sauvage, to interview H. G. Wells in his villa back of Cannes. They 
couldn’t get in the regular entrances, so they hopped a back wall and 
practically landed in Wells’ lap whilst having his afternoon tea. As soon 
as the master got over the shock, he began to herd them toward the exit. 
But they told him they were there on a mission. 

“And Scully will be awful sore if we go back without having accom- 
plished it,’ they explained to him. 

He told them he didn't care how sore Scully got. 

“Ah,” they replied, “that’s because you don’t know Scully.” 
Sauvage began snapping pictures. 

“Here! Here!” said Wells. “You can’t invade my privacy like this.” But 
they could. They did. In the end he even invited them to a spot of tea. 

The material in the essential industry of gate-crashing has never been 
collected, though every newspaperman worth his salt must have plenty of 
it. In fact most of it has never climbed above the grapevine. 

The only example we've run across in literature was in F. Scott Fitz- 
gerald’s “This Side of Paradise.” While strictly sub-freshman in its ap- 
proach, it might take a beachhead away from a platoon of Heidelberg 
Ph.D.’s. 

It happened in Princeton where a half dozen Tigers were secing a pic 
ture at the local house. As each boy passed the doorman he jerked his 
thumb toward the last of the sextet who was busy at the boxoffice win 
dow. Then they disappeared into the black of the house. 

The last of the sextet came to the door with one ticket, disclaiming even 
an academic knowledge of the successful gate-crashers. 

It worked at Princeton but maybe the attack on the Corsican guara was 
better. After all. Nice is one of our objectives. We already have Prince- 
ton. Or have we? I haven’t been there since Roper. 


Continued from page 1 


and failings of the OWI. In fact, 
some express themselves as once 
more “being free” and hence in a 


Meanwhile 


merger with OWI took effect. !tS 
claimed, that the red tape started to 
strangle. “This Is Our Enemy 
series, it’s asserted, was abruptly 
terminated with the appearance of a 
memorandum which, in effect. stated 
“the people already know what 


Max didn’t believe it, but made out he did. 


i 


position to do a better job. 

There’s a definite belief that prior 
to entrance of the Office of Facts and 
Figures into the OWI setup, there 
was a more liberal policy pursued in 
the presentation of radio programs. 
Cited as an example was the “This 
Is Our Enemy” series. which, it’s 
pointed out, spoke but freely anent 
the home-front war dangers. It was 
when the Facts and Figures bureau 


they’re fighting for.” 

These same men point out that the 
work of the OWI today is virtually 
restricted to putting across various 
Government drives, and while its 


messages are effectively presented 
and constantly hammered home. they 
seem to steer clear of the broader 
implications of “who we're fighting. 
why we're fighting and what were 
fighting for.” 
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DIPLOMATIC SLANT PIX 


Biof's Attempt to Gag ‘Daily Variety, 
Control! Thesps Told in SAG-SPU Bout 


April 4. 


Los Angeles. 
Willie Bioff failed to muzzle 


How | RB | 
“Daily Variety” and grab control of | 0 ger Signs With M-G 
the actors in his campaign to mee Hollywood, April 4. 
down the picture industry was relat- | Metro handed Ray Bolger a term 


ed by Kenneth Thomson, former ex- | —_ recs and assigned him to 
: in Mexico” as a starter. 


day 
ecutive secretary of the Screen | Musical, to be filmed 
Actors Guild, in testimony before the | color, gets a late summer start with 
Relations Board,; Arthur Freed producing. 


*Holi- 


in Techni- | 


Hollywood -will 


be called upon at 


do an international public relations | Blumenthal to Col.? 

job for the United States and the! , = 
American people after the war. This | . Harry Cohn 3 dickering with | 
will involve a diplomatic slant on Richard Blumenthal to join Colum- | 
film themes. sharply at variance | bia as a producer. 

with the sometimes indiscriminate, | _ Blumenthal produced “Lady in the | 


Dark” for Paramount. 


exaggerated. unfavorable (though 
obviously fictitious) views of certain 


Films Eye More Directors From Radio 


CANTAQ| ToBolster Manpower; Tele Angle Too 


Film production execs may be 
pF tons! to turn to radio for direec- 
tors before long to bolster studia 
| production departments, and ane 


| with an eye to television production. 
While the draft has the 

ranks of film directors only to a 
slight extent, it is believed in 
circles that the scripting, ¢ 
| all-round product 


trade 


and 


casting 


ion experience 


, a facets of American life and condi- wich establishei radi lirectors 
which is hearing a petition by the hei radio directors 
te : | tions projected on the screen in the. have. could be used advantageously 
Sereen Players Union for an election | past. The effects of such a distorted | “~ at a time when the writing and act- 
py Class B members os ane oe ane x ro ucers view of the U. S. have not been | ing rosters have been weakened 
SPU its official bargaining agent. taken too seriously until now but of- | Pointed out that the executir 

In addition to blocking Bioff S | icial views have changed swiftly in | | branches of production have steadily 
move to muscle in on the actors, | consideration of the stakes involved | | increased in scope and importance 
Thomson testified, the Guild secured | ali 0 an —postwar world trade. | since Pearl Harbor in direct rela- 
a 10° pay raise for extras in 1941, Producer-distributors fee] that the | tion to the weakening of writing and 
amounting to $300,000. and had de- 6 influence already being exerted on| jacting rosters. Television plans 

manded an additional 15 tilt in 9 picture themes expol al I oa W most majors have unde: ‘ON. 
1943. when the arbitration was sty- | ressure ms | er: ation: would, of course. be a 
by the SPU petition for an) fac since th lia would 
lection, es "Ing abe e clasn ‘ Or ¢ > irect- 
“Daily V ariety” and Bioff Hollywood, April 4 perjod. The official crackdown on} Eddie Cantor has signed for ‘fi Ir atti St 

Th The basic agreement between the| the export of American gangster | another two years with Bristol 

homson sala: “vers ¢ e, nave bee ping ‘Iters te ie 

Producers and Screen Actors Guild | P¢tures. inaugurated several seasons | end: an the. the few 

Daily Variety’ had started an in- | ay pe rewritten with an inserted | @$° When the question of cementing | starts his fifth year for Ipana and | | nye msg t few sea ey to main: 
tensive campaign against Bioff, a! ojause banning all “pressure pic-| Latin-American relations became | 54! Hepatica. Deal was set by Hub- ee a ing forces at close to full 
very admirable one. Bioff called me! tures” which would nullify rule 33 | prominent, now has far wider rami- bell Robinson, Jr., radio director of | ~ Whil ' fil ; 

to have lunch with him. He then | or cause it to be drastically changed. | fications. Global markets and peo- | Young & Rubicam, ls substantial numbe i xs sg 
asked that the Screen Actors Guild | warners currently has an injunction | ples figure more importantly. | New pact gives Cantor full con-  ‘ ' a a r of performe: 
use its influerice to stop its members! . ‘nt ’ ae haf ES . _| trol of the show, leaves to his dis-| and scripters from ridio, few ether 

‘Daily Variety’ | sult Pending on enforcement of rule} As part of the overall perspective | | directors have been grabbed ot} 
trom advertising with ‘Daily Variety. | 99 ~ | cretion the use of guest stars, and| Srabped 

| 33, which was invoked  against| production executives believe that it | ey |far. Irving Reis, former CBS da 
I told Mr. Bioff the Guild would take | «poi, | expenses incidental to camp broad- | S di- 
Hollywood Canteen. Ban on all! has become necessary to introduce reetor, wh lirecte OF ” 

no such action. I would also like for | pictures, in which part or all of re-| more heroic A coon ae | casts are to be taken up by the| who directed the “Falcon 

| pl th pi ‘oic Americ: thi ‘teriza- | . s for ‘for »‘went int 
this record to show that, although | OF laracteriza- | sponsor. Fuller recognition to Can-! series for RKO before he’went into 

Mr. BiofY invited me to lunch, I paid} 4. ‘ ie avies in pictures | tor’s “Time to Smile” will be incor-| t armed services about two years 
Sarre a is said to be favored by a majority! with a U. S. locale. This is consid- | . | ago, was perhaps the t ‘omi 
for the lunch. porated in the magazine and news-| vas pernap: e most promi- 
saline th ; | of producers who claim they are! ered necessary, in part, to offset the | paper ads. : lnent. He first went to the Coast as 
siofi's Pronunciamento forced to bargain with actors for! scurrilous Nazi-Fascist propaganda | {Seer ha scripter. Bill Facher, Axel Gruen- 

Follo ing a clash with Bioff in) brief sequences or we Ik-throughs} with which the conquered people of | | berg and Joe Loesey are three other 
1937 over an SAG member who had and studios do not benefit from such! Europe have been saturated ~WHITEMAN’ § GERSHWIN | | — directors in pictures 
been suspended for doing the work | films for which they are constantly| Weed for creating a favorable im | In rg yg to the hitherto limited 
of a makeup artist, Thomson testified, | being pressured by national groups.! pression on the international mar- ie re in radio directors, film stu- 
Biof¥ issucd a statement that he was Rule being proposed would not! Ket throuch use of motion pictur | dios picked up an impressive list of 

going to take over jurisdiction of the, allow such films to be produced by ] 2 
long since been recognized by Paul Witteman will maestro 50 | #¢ting talent from the aii 
actors. As a result, he declared, SAG | industry and would preclude contro-/ 
. 3ritain and the long-term approach; men in the pit of the Roxy, N. Y ii 
caused an investigation to be mace of versies such as one in existence . problem wid lud 
to th em is evident in the | including some crack key > 
Bioft’s pa record, both in Chic 120 tween SAG and Warners effort € if men oul EXPECT R 
mntic {Tou ‘ing na 11e where > > 
and Los Angeles. “Interesting facts.” fil ‘ ng Dy tne ine > Ne whe 
ritiso fim rage, with the unof- 1e general musical director. hite- 
he sai were learned about his 
MAMOULIAN MAY STAGE ticial supp@rt of the Government, to; man starts the picture house en- PATCH UP WITH WB 
!secure wider world. outlets for | gagement April 19 or 26, for two or 
=6connection with pandering. ‘ TAI? { 

Thomson appeared at the Bu u MUSICALIZED RAIN British films. three weeks with “Buffalo Bill” on Irving Rapper. Warner Bros. di- 
Internal Revenue. which was also U. S. film leaders are attuned to | and = Jgan Edwards ca New York under stu- 
making an investigation, he asserted Howard Dietz, v.p. in charge of | the probability of a sharp, competi- Whiteman — protegee - and Victor | clo suspension, because he refused 
ani made sworn staten ,. | advertising and publicity for Metro, | tive race for world trade the Borge, who opens tonight (Wed.) at | to direct “Consnirators,” will prob- 

a sW ! ement s to VORIG alrel . 

what SAG had found tahert Mont- | '* dickering with Rouben Mamoulian | way and are taking into considera- ; A Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., as stage oly Fe ie = the lot shortly. His 
gomery, he said, also discussed the direct the musical version of | tion the influence which U. S. films } Feldman, i 

suygject with the Secretary of the Rain.” which Dietz } planning (6) can wie!d in creating favorable trad- tro will -all- me thing WHA «ace L. 
Treasury Their findir - present on Broadway in collabora-! jne conditions abroad for all U. S Gershwin program during his Roxy | Warner. Feldman returned to Hol- 

plained, were not mad ae ‘ , tion with A. P. Waxman | commercial enterpris« engagement. He is getting $6,000 a) lywood over the weekend. 

time Rap pis enka thes ia If deal is worked out Mamoulian, | week solo, booking by William Mor- After Rapper, who comes from 
Lime, since Bioff had ceased bother- who is to direct a film for 20th-Fox. | Influence on U. S. film production ris agency Whiteman will drop out Broadway legit, directed the Gersh- 
ing the actors and noth ne turther Wii s Via Government film ex Va, mil. 

and ling irtner ., ! xport iicense the “Radic al nro- win bog for 3 1e lt he 
Was heard of him until 1939 will come east upon completion of echoed ae aa 4 ae satiny ( Radio Hall of Fame” pro 1 g for WB, he felt le ' 
: iti oti his assignment. ia Ss, aS a result, expected to! gram in early May for two weeks | entitled to a pick of his chores, hence 

About the 10% tilt secured for ex Re ee |} become much more pronounced as!to do “Atlantic City” for Republic | balked at this specific picture 
tras in 1941, Thomson said it was clis- | more markets open up overseas. By | Pictures on the Coast. . Pr 
ributed nere it Would be feit vos ur li D ‘ te and iarge It Wiil Mean more pic- House has Helen Forrest and || | 

rreece ecorate 
the biggest majority of players. He : i ‘. j tures showing America at its best |Hazel Scott penciled in for June with | || } 

declared the contract was approved Spy ros Skouras in Eng. rather than its worst, according to! “Pinup Girl’ on screen. ||] 

by both the Class A and Class B Hollywood. April 4 expressions by film production de- ||| | 
memberships. He told of submitting | partment heads 

demands for a 15% rai ‘or | Trade Mark || 
lanas for a 15% raise for extras sarary Crack ¢ t C are ou a e 
I i will be awarded honorary Greek dec- 1 inis conne ion it Js interesting roOUNDI BY SIMI 
to the producers -in June, 1943, and ee by the King Greece while | to note that the Americ 7 || ni 3 
again in October of that oration by the King of Greece whte | American co Published Weekly by VARIETY, 
lat year. |} Skouras i according yicture, the bread and butter film of t 
producers offered to some Skouras is in Engli nd, accord 3 to la butter film of | ormer ar ic ure 
the d 1 ; meet some Of | walter Gould, United Artists foreign | the majority of small theatres in the | I McC tiati t} | — allan ; | 
he asserted, but only it sales head. U. S.. has reportedly been banned | th SURBSCERIPTIO 

95 ile the 300-mile zone to Understood decoration will bej|for export to North Africa. While wy Annual $10 

riles . ‘Jered | _- “Make ay ( ‘TOW | 
the 300- e said SAG considered | for Skouras’ efforts in behalf | considered wholesome rather than | ake a) Single Copies 

mile 2 te which he produced and directea flor —- 
tection for ace an important pro-| of his former country both before | harmful screen fare in U. S. the Paramou! t e\ | sé I 2 | 
aramount several seasons ago. 2 

extras, and refused. The ynd during: the war. | film export authorities point out that ‘ Vol. 154 No. 4 
natter, he testified, was submitted to | McCarey is interested in producing | |} 

bh ration, but that it was stymied lto the Arabs because it would er a dramatized version for the Broad- | || = ae 

s refused to arbi- ’ ’ | Way stage, with possibility that ne I | 
“ate ate an erroneous impression of life NDEX 
trate until the SPU case was settled Carrillo s B way Play? , I , Of le) will remake it again for pictures || E 1! 
Li eo Carrillo. currently at Loew’s | ‘ prairie later. Bill a, 
St N. Y.. is talking a Broadwa 
F : | ly. sO difficult ith film Cha 9 
red Dati legit appearance in a Gilbert Mille ni ri 
Divorced yroduction rons picturing Was! Kath Film Reviev 
Hollywood. Apri! 4 While east wr] a bedlam on wheel 
, Apri i east Carrillo, who is Co Raviow > i 
| Marriage on Rocks Again |) House Reviews 3 
ed Datig, Metro casting direc- | missioner of ca in California, is —eemee | Inside—-Legit en ii 
tor, was divorced by his wife yes- | also huddling with N. Y. Commi Publicity International Too ; Hollywood, April 4. — 
terday (3) in tos Angeles sioner Parks Robert Mose Hol! . 4 Kathryn Grayson has disclosed Inside—Music-Orc 2 Hl 

ner wife is daughter of Pancho } Film flackeris 1 be yotted all! Inside—Picture 

illa 0 e world dit Legitimate . 36 

SAM WwooDdD N. HIATUS cation to Hollywood. br Couple married July 12, 1941, with Lit 
ictress instituting divorce action in 
| Sam Wood plans tc come to announced today by Walter Gould, Jy, 7 Music 29 
fan’ at + "PO weels ‘hen ne ) ne OLlOW INE fear, 
Morros Sale to | York for around hre e we ks when | foreign sales chief for United Artists. New Acts 35 

Borj {he completes production of “Casa-| Weayy competition from other na ing it, and again filing in August, Clubs 
has reportedly turned; nova Brown” for International Pic- tions for foreign arkets was given Later suit was dismissed when i| Night Club Review 34 | 

ile of ori tur cely withi xt tw wes Shelton was inducted i Army. | |) 
w ‘h he h O. Henry,” an oviginal | tures, likely within the next two or, as reason for move, which will re- Obituary 3B 

ad in line for production, | three weeks. place old “boiler plate” methods of it! Orchestras 
Unde He will join Mrs. Wood, w oe has | shipping copy by mail. Drumbeating |! Leo's R | Bi thd ! oe res 0 
500. ‘derstood selling price was $22,-| been in N. Y. for several weeks | outposts will have individual chief ee Ir ay 21 
Se familiar with the Hollywood-New Hollywood, April 4. Radio Rev 25 
York methods and also acquainted Metro's 20th birthday will be cele- ||| Frank Se ulls 2 
With ocal de nands na > fa} ad y one- res ¢ I a eviile . Ge 
KENNEDY’S VAUD | mn local emanQ and abie to fit vrated by a one-re resume of Leo | ae 
Edg E DATES | Hollywood, April 4. material to territorial need the Lion's history, slated for release ||} War Activities........+..... 6 
ee ar Kennedy opens five weeks Lana Turner and Stephen Crane Gould stated Importan: auties of late in May. poe 1] 
at ine starti ing April 3, ureaking in have announced their separation af- new offices will be to time releases, Short will show the physical | DALLY VARIETY \} 
fa “sn Academy of Music, N. Y. | ter denying earlier rumors. build audiences for UA features.! growth of the studio, as well as'| (Pebliisadd ta WMeliswacd te 
Paros da skedded to return to the} Attempts at reconciliation having and. incidentally, to sell the U. S. scenes from the company’s top pro- | ¢ pt, Rg rt a 
in June, j failed, divorce seems likely. and film biz | ductions since its birth. 
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USO Execs Slam N. Y. Herald Trib 
Writer for Unjust Attack on Talent 


Charging that a “grave injustice” + 
has been done morale entertainers in | 
general and the efforts of the War | 
Dept. Special Services Division to 
bring a lift to the fighting men over- 
seas, USO-Camp Shows execs yester- 
Gay (Tuesday) sounded a stinging re- 
buke to John Lardner. Latter, in a} 
Naples datelined story for the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune on Monday (3), 
claimed flaws in the talent sup- 
ply system, which he attributed to 
“home origin,” were meeting with 
unfavorable reaction among the boys 

n the farflung battle fronts. 

Publication of the story created a | 
stir within the morale organization, 
with execs huddling yesterday to 
ascertain the facts. After detailed 
breakdown of the charges, the Camp 
Shows execs literally tore Lardner’s 
article apart, characterizing it as a 
brainchild stemming from a “total 
lack of knowledge” of the operations 
both at home and abroad. 

To claims that Kay Francis “did 
not exactly roll them in the aisles” 
because she was “sent as a comedi- 
enne with a string of quick gags 
memorized on the plane coming 
over,” the USO execs countered with 
a reminder that Miss Francis was 
one of a troupe of four that in- 
cluded Martha Raye as the come- 
dienne; that Miss Francis was sent 
as mistress of ceremonies and for a 
personal appearance; that War Dept. 
records of their epoch-making trip 
stand as testimony that, contrary to 
Lardner’s findings, she rendered a 
notable contribution to morale. 

Cited as evidence of the invalidity 
of Lardner’s statements anent Bob 
Hope’s “lavish props,’ George Raft 
being cancelled off the circuit by 
the War Dept., and the performances 
overseas by Eddie Foy, “one of the 
deans of American vaudeville,” the 
USO execs pointed to the charges 
as further evidence that “he ap- 
parently didn’t take the trouble to 
ascertain the real facts.” The only 
prop Hope carried was Tony Ro-| 
mano’s guitar; Raft was not can- 
celled off the circuit, but was ad- 
vised to return home because of a 
bad sinus condition; the Eddie Foy 
reference was branded as a boner 

(Foy is dead), it being his son who 
checked in on the overseas route. | 

Far from “miscasting” flaws, USO 

pointed out that every act comes 
under careful scrutiny of the Special 
Services Division before going out; 
that each troupe whipped together 
represents a studied analysis of the 
desires of the GIs in the foxholes. 


ARMY NAMES MAJ. CRAIG 
AIR FILMS PRODUCER 


Hollywood, April 4. 
Army Air Force assigned Major D. 
Craig as a producer with the First 
Motion Picture Unit at Culver City. 
Major Craig returned last week 


| scriptions and 


H’wood War Bond Sales 


28 Arrive in London 
For USO-Camp Shows; 
Rognan Tops Ist Unit 


London, March 15. 
Arrival of 28 artists for USO-Camp 
Shows is the biggest batch sent over 
since inception of USO-CS in Eng- 
land. Included are Al and Hazel 


Total Over $54,000,000 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Film industry’s total purchases of} 
war bonds, both by payroll sub-| 
cash sales, reached | 

the record figure of $54,500,950 by| 
March 18, Henry Ginsberg, chairman | 
of Motion Picture War Finance com- | 
riittee, announced. Three categories | 
were checked, with results showing | 
major studios took $44,307,018, indie | 


studios $4,634,861 and allied groups} 


| $2,367,042. 


Leading the list of major studios | 
with heavy subscription was War-| 
ner’s which totalled $10,476,797. | 
Goldwyn topped the indies at} 
$1,714,715 and an additional $148,643 | 
was accounted for by studio sales. 
Technicolor’s $966,667 ranked first} 
for the allied groups. 


Pan-American Files 
Reply in Froman Suit; 
Only Will Pay $8,705; 


Pan-American Airways filed an- 
swer Monday (3) in New York Fed- 
eral Court in the million dollar suit 
instigated by Jane Froman for in- 
juries sustained in the Lisbon Clip- 
per crash, 

Claiming it is not liable for per- 
sonal damages On injuries, Pan- 
American states that if it is held 
liable, it should pay no more than 
$8,291 for personal injuries and a 
maximum of $414 for baggage loss, 
guaranteed under the rules of the 
Warsaw convention relating to inter- 
national transportation. 

Don Ross, husband of the singer, 
also is suing for $100,000 for hospital 
expenses and loss of services and 
$10,000 for baggage loss. 

Two other suits still pending by 
other passengers of the crash are 
Jean Rognan’s suit for $425,000 and 
a $100,000 suit by Gypsy Markoff. 


| Verdi, Norma Browne, Valerie Ryan, 


| Jack Daniel Lane and Marie Lane, 


Claire McCormick, Charles Burgess, 
Lyle Weaver, Jerry Lawton, Lor- 
raine Rognan, Anne Falvo, the Car- 
nivals, Blondell sisters, Ken Harvey 
and Vi Wallis, David Kenner, the 
Duvals, Cole sisters, Johnny Barnes, 
Patricia Sargeant, Londas Metcalfe, 
Gloria Claire, and Maxine Sheppard, 
last four from legit. 

First unit, titled “Happy Go Lucky,” 
will be headed by Lorraine Rognan, 
whose husband, Roy, was killed in 
Clipper crash while journeying to 
England to join USO-CS, about a 
year ago. She will also act as emcee, 
creating a precedent for these shows. 

Ken Harvey, American standard 
here before the war both in vaude- 
ville and niteries, will top second 
unit dubbed “In the Groove.” Jack 
Daniel Lane is skedded for third unit 
tabbed “Yanks Abroad.” 

Fourth unit, as yet untitled, will be 
topped by Tommy Martin, who is 
being pulled from the Joe and Jean 
McKenna show for that assignment. 

Also in the offing*are a couple of 
legit units, currently appearing at 
other fronts. These are “The Drunk- 
ard” and “The Doughgirls.” Of in- 
terest is also the arrival of Robert 
Repport, with USO-CS in last two 
years, and prior to that co-producer 
of “Meet the People,” and Robert 
Dunham, former band leader at Bilt- 
more hotel, Los Angeles. They have 
come over to help Bill Dover, local 
Head of USO-CS, who now has four 
execs in his setup. 


SISTROM WILL PRODUCE 
FILMS FOR OWI O’SEAS 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Joseph Sistrom is taking a four- 
month leave of absence from his 
producer post at Paramount to 
make pictures for OWI, most likely 
with the Army or Marine Corps. 

For the first time in several years, 
producer will meet his father, Wil- 


GI’S PLAN INTERCHANGE 


Plans are afoot to interchange a 
number of soldier shows from one 
warfront to another, and thus give 
the GI’s an idea of how the kiddies 
in khaki contrive their own fun. This 
is separate and apart from the more 
professional “This Is the Army,” 
Irving Berlin’s show. 

There are two shows in England 
and one around Algiers which are 
quite professional, with many ex- 
pros among the _ soldier-showmen, 
and that touched off the general idea. 


Ted Snyder’s Son Held 


from Italy where he and five mem- 
bers of his Combat Camera Unit 
won decorations for valor. 


Freeman Will Head OWI 


Cameramen in Europe 
Hollywood, April 4. 
Office of War Information ap- 
pointed Mervyn Freeman its head 
cameraman on the European conti- 
nent as result of his work in the 
early part of the Pacific war, which 
he covered for a newsreel pool. 
Freeman shoves off shortly for 
London, where he_ will remain 
through the invasion and rehabilita- 
tion periods, probably four or five 
years. 


Major Loew Abroad 


Arthur Loew, now major in U. 8S. 
Army, has gone overseas on special 
assignment for the Signal Corps. 

Loew, head of Loew’s foreign de- 
partment, now on leave of absence, 
has been with the Army Signal 
Corps, Astoria, L. I., since volunteer- 
ing for service more than two years 
ago. Has had charge of foreign 
titling and dubbing on army films. 


Films’ WAC Drive 
Edward L. Alperson becomes 
chairman of a campaign to help 


boost enlistments in the Women’s 
Army Corps, according to a state- 
ment from S. H. Fabian, chairman, 
of the WAC Theatres Division. 

The campaign, Alperson, current- 
ly in California, declared, will center 
about the second anniversary of the 


Prisoner in Germany 


Hollywood, April 4. 
advised Ted Snyder, 
j her and publisher, that his 
son, Lieut. Ted Snyder, Jr. is a 
| prisoner of war, severely wounded, 
}in Germany. 

Young Snyder, navigator on a 
bomber, was shot down during a 
raid on Berlin and was reported 
missing for two weeks. 


Red Cross 


Ned Buddy’s Purple Heart 


Ned Buddy, former N. Y. newsreel 
man, back from overseas where he 
has been representing the American 
newsreel pool in London. 

Buddy is wearing the Purple 
Heart, decoration given him for his 


a Nazi bomb exploded at that city’s 
postoffice. 


L.A. to N.Y. 
Hank Daniels. 
Sidney Franklin. 
Elmer Hanks. 
Edward Everett Horton. 
Sid James. 
Eddie Janis. 
Russ Johnston, 
Jules Levey. 
Fulton Lewis, Jr. 
William H. (Bud) Lollier. 
R, H. McCulloughs, 
Norman H. Moray, 
George Pal. 
Damon Runyon. 
Herbert T. Silverberg. 
Ginny Simms. 
Anna May Wong. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Nate Blumberg. 
Chas. K. Feldman, 


Women’s Army Corps on May 11. 


OF OWN SOLDIER SHOWS 


work while on duty in Naples when | 


liam Sistrom, who has 
charge of RKO production in Lon- 
| don since the war broke out, 


+ 

Rollcall 


Stanley Goldberg In 
Albany, April 4. 

Stanley Goldberg, head booker and 
office manager of the Columbia ex- 
change for eight years, donned the 

lues of the Navy Monday (3). He’s 
a pre-Pearl Harbor father. Camille 
Ali has been promoted to Goldberg’s 
job, making her the only femme 
head booker on Film Row. 

Goldberg is only one of the local 
exchangemen who has been reciassi- 
fied. Sam Milberg, Monogram sales- 
man and former Scotia-Watervliet 
exhibitor, is now 1-A. 

Harry F. Buxbaum, Navy pilot 
formerly with the Metro exchange 
in Buffalo, promoted to lieutenancy. 


Many Pitt. Showmen Tapped 
Pittsburgh, April 4. 

Irving Jacobs, Metro head booker, 
Army. 

Carl Dozer, WCAE staff, Army. 
Charlie Riley, KDKA_ musician, 
Army. 

Jimmy Zummo, Piccolo Pete band 
man, Army. 

Dave Jeffries, nitery m.c., Army. 


eraphone, Army. 

Eddie Macinski, 
| Army. 

Joe Sommers, manager WB's Etna, 
Army. 

Harry Cadugan, manager Garden, 
Army. - 
Rockies Lose Men to Service 

Denver, April 4. 

Earl Corder, manager Cody, Cody, 
Wyo., to Navy. 

Tommy McMahon, RKO salesman, 
Navy. 

Elmer Wardell, Metro head ship- 
per, Navy. 

Bus Campbell, Columbia salesman, 
Navy. 


Metro booker, 


3 Par Employees to Colors 

Jack Thompson, Paramount sales- 
man out of Detroit, Army; replaced 
by Syd Chapman. 

Paul Chapman, Paramount sales- 
man, Navy. 

Doris Hill, clerk, Par’s Des Moines 
exchange, joined Marines, being sec- 
ond woman from that branch to en- 


Smith & Dale. 


list. 


| 


PLENTY NEW PIXON 


-_ | Division of the U. S. Army, reported 
been in 


Al Skegan, manager of WB’s Cam-| 


Can’t Duck Now 
Philadelphia, April 4. 

A North Philly exhibitor last 
week noticed that as soon as the 
ushers started passing the baskets 
around the house for the Red 
Cross collection a certain per- 
centage of the customers s‘id- 
denly decided they had to visit 
the men’s and women’s “rest 
rooms.” 

So he ordered that the doors 
of these rooms be locked each 
time thé baskets wére passed. 

Collections were up, he re- 
ported. 


Decency Legion Forces 
Withdrawal of U.S. Film 


On Venereal Disease 


Washington, April 4. 

Special Walter Wanger film, “To 
the People of the United States,” on 
venereal disease, and featuring a 
prolog and epilog by Dr. Thomas 
Parran, surgeon-general of the U. S. 
Public Health Service, has been 
stopped from public theatrical show- 
ings on the objection of the Catholic 
Legion of Decency. 

Exfflanation and apology to Wan- 
ger are contained jin a letter to Wan- 


ger from Dr. Parran made public 
last Thursday (30) by OWI. Letter 
said in part: 


“When we were notified that the 
Legion of Decency objected to the- 
atrical distribution of the film, 
naturally we were surprised and 
considerably disturbed. The Legion 
was adamant in its opposition to the 
theatrical release on the following 
grounds: 

Such an action is opposed to 
the production code of the Motion 
Picture Industry which reads: ‘Sex 
hygiene and venereal diseases are 
not subjects for motion pictures.’... 

“Permit me again to express my 
deepest appreciation for all the co- 
operation and the patience which 
you, Mr. Hersholt, and your entire 
staff have given in this matter.” 


| 


GUADALCANAL: OSBORN, 


Major General Frederick H. Os- 
born, director of the Morale Services 


Average Over $300 
Per Theatre in Red 
Cross Collections 


Early returns on the Red Cross 
drive show that theatres are collect. 
ing over $300 each dn the average 
with some 1,700 reports already in 
accounting for collections of more 
than $500,000. Collection reports are 
still piling up,* however, with this 
figure likely far exceeded by now. 

Most of the collections so far re. 
ported are from theatres where the 
drive was conducted for one week 
only. It is expected that returns 
will show a higher per theatre ay. 
erage when -reports from other 
houses come in, 

Radio City Music Hall audiences 
contributed $16,062 during Red 
Cross week, Gus Eyssell, managing 
director, announced last week at 
ceremony in which Red Cross offi- 
cials presented large American and 
Red Cross flags to him and the staff 
for its work in the current cam- 
paign. 

Presentation was made by John P. 
Stevens, Jr., general chairman of 
N. Y. Red Cross 1944 War Fund and 
Mrs. Louise W. Douglas, represente 
ing campaign workers, in apprectae 
tion of staging giant rallies at Madi-« 
son Square Garden in the past two 
years which inaugurated annual 
drives. 


H’wood Record 
Hollywood, April 4. 

Corporation subscriptions to the 
Mation Picture Red Cross appeal 
have run well over 1943 and have 
smashed even the mark set by the 
War Chest drive, Chairman Frank 
Carothers reported. Thus far the 
drive has brought $40,000 more than 
the preceding year and $1,000 over 
the War Chest push. 

Donations ‘are up to 22,116, which 
is an increase by almost 1,000 over 
1943, but is still under the War Chest 
total. Directors are out to best that 
score, with many top-bracket pros- 
pects still to be solicited. Artists 
Managers group has been enlisted to 
aid in this. 

Studio scores to date show Metro 
leading the group with 4.134 sube 
scriptions; Warner's, 3,065; 20th, 2,993, 
and Paramount 2,725. 


on the “We, the People” radio pro- 
gram Sunday (2) that one night on 
Guadalcanal there were 104 films 
being shown at the same time and 
that these were all first run 
tures. 

Gen. Osborn, talking about his re- 
cent 30,000-mile trek visiting the 
battle fronts in the Pacific, said that 
some of the servicemen made sev- 
eral trips around the island until 
they had seen all the pictures being 
shown. 

Lauding 
films, Gen. 


values. of 
that “To 


the morale 
Osborn stated 


the men, movies mean home—famil- | 
the | 


iar streets, familiar people; 
women, their own mothers, wives 
or sweethearts....I’ve seen them in 
crowds of 3,000 or 4,000, watching 
movies On a screen so far away it 
looked no bigger than a_ postage 
stamp.” 


Technicolor’s $1,103,704 
Net Triples Last Year 


Technicolor, Inc., net 
year ending Dec. 31 totalled $1,103,- 
704 as compared with $370,355 in 
previous year, being equal to $1.22 
per capital share against 41c in 1942, 
Net is after all charges and taxes. 


| Sales amounted to $9,292,927 as com- 
| pared to $5,797,281 in previous year. 


Company reported $3,472,478 cash 
on hand against $2,420,884 at end of 
1942. 


Air Force Film Editing 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Film material shot by Major Frank 
Lloyd in the South Pacific is in 
course of cutting under the tentative 
title, “GQuadalcanal to Bougainville 
With the 15th Air Forces.” 

Major Lloyd will require about 
five weeks for the assembling and 
editing job, after which he will re- 
turn to the Pacific war front. 


U Cues 9 for April 


Hollywood April 4. 

Universal, currently filming four 
features, will send nine new ones 
in front of the lenses before mid- 
April. 

Lined up for early starts are 
“Merrily We Sing,” “Devil's Brood,” 
“The Singing Sheriff,’ “Bowery to 
Broadway,” “San Diego, I Love 


You,” “See My Lawyer,” “Boss of 
Boomtown,” “Make Way for Love” 
and “The Pearl of Death.” 


pic- | 


profit for | 


Cine’ “oubles Take 

acinnati, April 4. 
| Doubling last year’s contribution, 
| Greater Cincy theatres collected ap- 
| proximately $40,000 for the Red 
Cross, reports Col. Arthur Fruden- 
feld, MPI War Activities Commit- 
tee chairman here. 

The Red Cross fund also received 
a local donation of $2,260 as this ter- 
ritory’s share of $155,812, which the 
industry gave for proceeds on the 
|M-G “America Speaks” short. 

Toledo’s $16,922 
Toledo, O., April 4. 

Toledo film pictures reported cols 
lections of $16,922 for Red Cross in 
first week of drive. 

Likely will reach $20,000, with late 
reports still coming in. 


‘NEGRO SOLDIER’ SHORT 
GOING OUT APRIL 10 


“The Negro Soldier,’ U. S. War 
Department film produced under the 
| supervision of Col, Frank Capra, is 
to be distributed to commercial thea 
tres through the War Activities Come 
mittee. 

Office of War Information, which 
requested distribution of the 40- 
minute picture, is providing prints to 
be given free to exhibitors. Release 
date is April 10. 


F.D.R. Salvos Masquers 


Hollywood, April 4. 
President Roosevelt and General 
H. H. Arnold sent telegrams of cone 
gratulations to the Masquers Club 
here Saturday night (1) on the first 
anniversary of the weekly series of 
entertainments for servicemen. 
Edward Arnold, club prexy, read 
wires at the anniversary dinner. 


9 . 
It’s Major Greenthal Now 
Hollywood, April 4. 
Monroe Greenthal promoted from 
Captain to Major here yesterday. 
Matty Fox, stationed with the 
Army Public Relations Office in Lt n- 
don, also was upped in rank, being 
promoted to warrant officer, 


Hecksher to Army Air Corps 
San Antonio, April 4. 
Ernie Hecksher, former bandlead- 
er, to Army air corps. Checked 42 
at Randolph Field here. 


| | | | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | | | 
| | q 
| 
| | 
| | ‘ 
| 
| 
| | | | 
| 
| | | | 
i | | | | | 
| | | | 
L 
> 


ions 
“ross 
lect. 
rage, 
in 
nore 
are 
this 
T@e 
the 
veek 
urns 
ave 
ther 


Red 
iging 
k at 
offi- 

and 
Staff 
cam- 


in P, 
n of 
and 
sente 
eclae 
ladi- 

two 


4. 
the 
peal 
have 
the 
rank 
the 
than 
over 


hich 
over 
‘hest 
that 
rtists 
to 


letro 
sub- 


2,993, 


4. 
tion, 
i ap- 

Red 
dene 
\mite 


rived 
the 
the 


col- 
ss in 


1 late 


RT 
10 


War 
r the 
ra, is 
thea- 
Come 


vhich 

40- 
its to 
lease 


rs 

| 4. 

neral 
cone 
Club 
. first 
es of 


read 


low 
from 


the 
Lon- 
being 


WB Formally Announces Hal Wallis 
Leaving; Latter's Many Negotiations 


Following a standing intra-studio + 


Wednesday, April 5, 1944 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 


PIX STALLED 


difference, which has been generally 
known for some time, Warner Bros. 
last night (Tuesday) officially an- 
nounced the abrogation of its con- 
tract with Hal B. Wallis. This is 
based on the latter’s alleged failure 
to comply with the terms of his pact 
which has been in force for three 
years and took effect when Wallis 
relinquished his post as executive 
producer at the studio. 

William Goetz (International Pic- 
tures) has reportedly talked a deal 
with Wallis, and the possibility of 
Wallis joining 20th-Fox has also 
come up in talks with Darryl F. 
Zanuck. Still another possibility is 
United Artists, perhaps with David 
O. Selznick, and variously there have 
also been reports he might go with 
Paramount or Metro. 

Wallis has strong financing con- 
nections with the Guaranty Trust of 
New York and other svurces of 
banking aid should he go into inde- 
pendent production, Wallis, a couple 
of seasons ago, talked a deal with 
RKO, but the negotiations never 
went beyond that stage. 

Warners, in terminating its con- 
tract, held that the fact that Wallis 
had been in negotiation with other 
studios “indicated a discontent with 
his association as a producer at War- 
ners and hastened the move on the 
part of the studio since mutual un- 
derstanding was no longer possible.” 

Wallis, who has been associated 
with Warners for 21 years, with the 
exception of some 18 months when 
he was with Principal Pictures (Sol 
Lesser), is one of the top money di- 
rectors in Hollywood, with a salary 
of $5,000 weekly and a participation 
in the profits. He started as an $18- 
a-week usher for Warner Bros. 

His contract had two more years to 
run. 


20TH SEES PRODUCTION 


HALF DONE BY SUMMER 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Studio execs at 20th-Fox 
that at least half the 1944-45 pro- 
duction program will be completed 
when sales meets are held in early 
summer. Company has a good start 
now with six high-budgeters in 
work, They are “Wilson,” “When 


Irish Eyes Are Smiling,” “Keys of | 


Low- 


and 


the Kingdom,” “Sweet and 
down,” “Wing and a Prayer” 
“Take + ” 

ake It or Leave It. 


Slated to start In April are “Rick- | 


enbacker,” “Something for the Boys” 


and “Where Do We Go From Here?” | 


Loew’s ‘Bell’ at $1.10 


Paramount.has set a deal with the 
metropolitan N. Y. Loew circuit 
calling for playing of “Bell Tolls” in 
80 of the houses on a full-week basis 


at $1.10 top. Picture goes into the | 
nabes on | 


large so-called deluxe 
April 20, moving into a second group 
April 27 and a third a week later 
On May 4. 

Charles M. Reagan, assistant gen- 
eral sales manager for Par, an- 
nounces that “Bell” has played or 


been booked to play in the next few | 
weeks a total of more than 600 the- | 


atres at advanced scales. 


Making “The Glass Key” (Par) | 


available as a reissue for the 
Greater N. Y. territory, picture will 
Play all the Loew houses in this 
area, initial dates having started 
during the past week. Later, film 
will be made available to other the- 
ph “Glass Key,” starring Alan 

dd, was released less than two 


years ago, havi i gus 
1949, g aving been in August, 


Voice’ Gets Salty Tang 


Hollywood, April 4. 
Sinatra, in a sailor suit, 
Kelly the co-star role with Gene 
the forthcoming musical, 

nehors Aweigh” at Metro. 

with Joe Pasternak produc- 


figure | 


Picture 80es into work late this 


Vanguard Announces 


List of Contractees 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Vanguard Films, Ine., which 
swings into production for the first 
time this week with “Double Fur- 
lough,” records a list of 17 under 
term contracts. 

Players are Shirley Temple, 
Rhonda Fleming, Tessa Brind, Jane 
Devlin, Dorothy Mann, Neil Hamil- 
ton, Erie Sinclair, Guy Madison, 
Dare Harris, Garry Moore, Willard 
Jillson and William Terry. John 
Cromwell and William Dieterle are 
pacted as directors, Ben Hecht and 
Laura Kerr as writers and Tony 
Gaudio as chief cameraman, 


WB Also Plans 


Pension System 


Harry M. Warner, scheduled to 
arrive in New York from the Coast 
on April 11, is to undertake a study 
of all major film company pension 
plans with a view to selecting the 
best features for a retirement fund 
to be set up by Warners. 

Understood he’s to study Metro, 
RKO, Paramount and National The- 
atres pension plans. Warner is re- 
ported favoring the Metro plan, 
which calls for replacement of profit- 
sharing arrangements. 


READE NOT SELLING; 
DENY CENTURY’S BUY 


It now appears likely that Walter 
Reade will retain his eastern circuit 
and realty holdings, valued at around 
| $16,000,000. Chain of 46 theatres in- 
i cludes operations in N. Y. City, up- 
state N. Y. and New Jersey, with 
i; RKO as a partner in Trenton and 
| New Brunswick, N. J. 

In response to a telegraphic inquiry 
concerning reports the Century cir- 
| cuit, operating in Brooklyn and Long 
Island, was interested in buying out 


| Reade, latter stated there are no 
| negotiations with anyone. This in- 
| cludes Loew's, with whom a deal was 
expected to be renewed although the 
|Department of Justice refused to 
give approval to the deal that had 
been worked out with Loew’s early 
last fall. Reade, now in Miami, will! 
return to N. Y. April 20. 

| In connection with the Century re- 
| port, it is also denied by Albert A. 
president. Century operates 


Hovell, 
37 theatres. 


‘‘Bernadette’s’ Sweet B.0. 
Song $750,000 Thus Far 


“Song of Bernadette” has report- 
edly grossed more than $750,000 in 
film rentals in some 73 pre-release 
| bookings so far. This does not take 
| in 73 different cities, since “Berna- 
i dette’ has played more than one 
'theatre in some cities. 

On basis of current grosses 20th 
execs, from accounts, plan to keep 
the picture at the Rivoli, N. Y., until 
| June or July. “Story of Dr. Wassell,” 

is slated to follow. 
| “Bernadette.” with a record of 
Pe 500,000 admissions (approxi- 
| mately $500,000 in theatre receipts) | 
at the Rivoli since it opened about 

10 weeks ago, is slated for general 
| release in 1945. 


MEG Sets 10 Rolling 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Spring production on the Metro 
lot is up to capacity with 10 upper-| 
budget pictures before the cameras. | 
| Films are “Meet Me in St. Louis,” | 
'“Mrs. Parkington.” “Marriage Is a| 
| Private Affair,” ‘National Velvet,” | 
| 


| (Par) 


i*Gold Town,” “The Picture of Dor-| 
ian Gray,” “30 Seconds Over Tokyo,” | 
|“Secrets in the Dark,” “Maisie Goes | 
to Reno” and “Lost in a Harem.” 


| contract by 


“Tall in 


MAY 


20th-Fox, according to present 
plans, may cut its releasing schedule 
for the current season, ending Aug. 
31, 1944, from the 36 features, slated 
originally, to around 26 or 28.  !al- 
culating that “A” product is backed 
up in various key exchange areas 
from two weeks to three months Je- 
hind date of availability, most major 
distribs plan to continue with limited 
releasing schedules for the time be- 
ing. 

At Metro there has been some talk 
of increasing the number of pictures 
to be offered during the current sea- 
son, but most other distribs foresee 
no near-term break in the booking 
bottleneck in large cities or other 
radical changes, such as a dip in at- 
tendance, which might shorten runs 
and thus call for more product to pe 
placed on the market. 

Some distribs, keeping a close sta- 
tistical check on ‘the booking situa- 
tion, report that in around 30% of 
the exchange areas product is from 
two to three weeks behind date of 
availability; in 45% of the exchange 
areas “A” product is jammed 60 days 
behind availability, and around 25% 
of the exchange areas are nearly 90 
days behind. It is emphasized, how- 
ever, that these figures fluctuate con- 
stantly and that there are periods 
when the percentages vary. 


Competition Still Keen 


On the whole, however, sharp 
competition continues among the dis- 
tribs for playing time in key situa- 
tions because of extended runs. 
While the runs are not as long in 
smaller cities as in places such as 
New York, Chicago, Detroit, Wash- 
ington, ete., there are fewer first 
runs in the smaller situations in 
which to play off product. Skirting 
around the first runs by booking “A”’ 
product into smaller towns first is 
not considered practicable from the 
merchandising and exlpoitation 
viewpoint, since the importance of 
product must obviously be estab- 


lished in the key situations for the | 


most part. 

Distribution execs report that in 
many instances exhibitors buying 
product from several majors try to 
allocate playing time evenly among 
all the sources of supply. 

Aside from reissues, 20th-Fox re- 
leased 18 features up to March 31 


last, this including one British film | 


MUCH ACTIVITY 


titled “Uncensored.” 20th has two 
features scheduled for release this 
month, and six or eight more in the 
four months following. 


Meantime, there are conflicting | 
opinions on the film supply situa- 
tion in the subsequents. While some | 
distrib execs contend that there is 
currently a shortage of “B” prod- 
uct, affecting double feature situae 


tions principally, other distribs claim 
there is no actual shortage. 

It is noted, however, that the 
strong demand for “B” pictures has 
turned this phase of operations into 
a seller’s market for distribs offer- 


is attributed to the smaller number 
of “A” budget pictures being 
leased. 


FELLOWS’ RKO UNIT 


Duff and Estabrook Assigned Also 
With New Pacts 


Hollywood, April 4. 
Robert Fellows has been handed a 
production unit and a new long term 
Charles Koerner, RKO 
studio production chief: Warren Duff 
and Howard Estabrook are assigned 


to his unit, former getting a new 
5 
pact as writer-associate producer; 


triple job 
associate 


and the latter holding a 
of writer, director and 
producer. 

Nine pictures set for Fellows’ ban- 
ner, first two being Pat 
starrer, “Havin; Wonderful Crime,” 
and the current Fibber McGee & 
Molly film, “Heavenly Days,” halted 
by Fibber's illness. Others include 
another McGee & Molly pictute; 
the Saddle” for John 
Wayne, Ella Raines; Frank Sinatra 
fim; Maureen O’Hara’s 


ous” and “The Petty Girl.” 


WAS. MOS. 


| retirement 


est report. 
| ported holding 134,375 shares of Uni- 
| versal’s common viting trust certifi- 
| cates. 

ing this type of film. This situation | 


re- | 


M-G Plans Ceiling on Exec Earnings, 
Mayer At $500,000 Annually, Others 
At $200,000; $3,000,000 Pension Cost 


Filmsters Moan As Gas 
Shortages Hit Coast 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Little tardiness but much squawk- 
ing is reported by the film industry’s 
Transportation -Committee as a re- 
sult of the new restrictions on the 
use of gas. Complaints come chiefly 
from extras and studio workers who 
have to get up an hour earlier to 
catch buses or street cars. 

Local boards refuse additional 
rations to an individual unless he 
can prove he is using his car in the 
“Share-the-Ride” plan. 


See Aussie Govt. 
Aiding Local Prod. 


Sydney, April 4. 

There is talk in picture trade cir- 
cles of the Australian government 
assisting in a postwar plan to re- 
build local film production, which 
admittedly is defunct and has been 
for a long time. According to in- 
dustry experts, there appears little 
possibility Australia can compete 
with the U. S. and England in film 
production. 

In this connection it’s freely ad- 
mitted here that the sole hope for 
development of local production 
would be for either or both countries 
to assist Aussie producing. This is 
unlikely, because both are keen on 
securing markets for their own 
| product. 


Rank Eyes Aussie? 

| New York has heard that J. Ar- 
| thur Rank might seek additional dis- 
| tribution links in Australia. Both 
|Greater Union Theatres and John 
| Mason, a New Zealand circuit oper- 
ator, were mentioned as likely to 


| link up with some of Rank’s distrib- 
|} uting companies or to make deals to | 

handle product turned out by the} 
;} several Rank producing companies. 


U AND RKO ISSUES. 


Philadelphia, April 4. 

General Cinema Financial Corp. 
of London last month reported the 
of $1,000,000 worth of | 
Universal Pictures debenture bonds | 
to the Securities & Exchange Com-| 
mission, according to the SEC’s lat- 
General Cinema also re- 


Atlas Corp., Jersey City, purchased 
4,167 shares of RKO warrants during 
February, bringing Atlas’ total to 
57,338. During the same period Ro- 
tary Electric Steel Co. disposed of 


3,227 shares. 
Activity in Columbia Pictures | 
common included the sale of 101} 


shares by Abraham Montague, New 
York, and the acquisition of a simi- 
lar amount by Joseph A. McCon- 


O’Brien’s | 


starrer, | 
“Spanish Main,” “Experiment Peril- 


| ville. Montague also reported hold- 
‘ing 7,880 options for common stock 

Setay Co., Inc... New York, 
vealed sale of 154,173 shares of Con- | 
solidated Film Industries $1 par 
common to Associated Motion Pic- | 
ture Industries, Fort Lee, N. J. 

Robert W. Atkins, New York, re- | 
ported the purchase of 100 shares of | 
Trans-Lux, while his wife disclosed 
1.000 shares. 


re- 


MACGOWAN’S PAR MOVE | 
Hollywood, April 4. | 

Kenneth Macgowan checked in at | 
Paramount yesterday (Mon.) to | 
function as producer under a new 
contract. 

Recently Macgowan moved out of | 
20th-Fox after producing features 
there for years. His first chore at | 
Par will be announced in about two 
weeks, 


| eign 


+ New pact for Louis B. Mayer call- 


ing for flat salary of $500,000 annu- 
ally, replacing his current contract 
which includes a profit-participation 
arrangement, and new termers for 
several other Loew’s, Inc. toppers at 
$200,000 salary annually are report- 
edly under consideration, 


Understood that all execs in the 
top brackets with Loew’s, concerned 
in the proposals, are prepared to 
cancel their profit-participation deals 
in favor of the straight salaries if 
the proposed pension plan, which 
has not yet been okayed by the U. S. 
Internal Revenue Bureau, is finally 
approved, 


In effect, the plan is to impose a 
salary ceiling of $200,000 annually 
for any Loew’s, Inc. executive, with 
the exception of Mayer whose salary 
ceiling is to be fixed at $500,000. 
Among those who would be affected 
under the salary-leveling proposals, 
in addition to Mayer, are Nicholas 
M. Schenck, J. Robert Rubin, Sam 
Katz, E. J. Mannix, David Bernstein, 
Al Lichtman and others, 

The all-inclusive Loew’s, Inc. pen- 
sion plan, embracing studio talent 
and covering every employee from 
the ranks to the top of the list, would 
cost the company approximately $3,- 
000,000 annually, according to com- 
putations. 


Plan under. consideration calls for 
the payment of a minimum of $240 
annual pension to all employees earn- 
ing up to $3,000 annually. Those 
earning over $3,000 annually would 
receive $240 pension plus 25% of the 
difference between $3,000 and their 
salary. If such a proposal goes 
through an employee earning $4,000, 
for example, would receive $240 plus 
$250 in pensions annually. 

In addition, those earning over 
$3,000 annually would also receive a 
percentage-wise increase in pensions 
amounting to one-quarter of 1% for 
each year of service with the come 
pany while the plan is in effect. 
Thus, an exec with a salary fixed at 
$200,000 annually would receive 25% 
of $197,000. If with the company five 
years the percentage would be 26% 
of $197,000, if with the company 10 
years, 274%2% and so on. 

One of the stipulations, it is under- 
stood, is that an employee must be 
with the company for at least five 
years to become eligible for the re- 
tirement fund, Al! pension payments 
are to be in addition to any social 
security payments and employees 
are not to contribute to the fund. 

Pension plan, if approved by the 
Internal Revenue Department, would 


| go into effect as soon as okayed by 


the stockholders who would also act 
on the new contracts proposed for 
the company heads, 


20TH-FOX EARNINGS 
MAY TOP $5 A SHARE 


for 1943, 
week, is 


20th-Fox annual report 
which is due within next 
expected to show earnings of $5 per 


common share or slightly better. Ad- 


dition of National Theatres income 
for part of year will swell the total. 
|This would make the best showing 


for common stock in several years 
Delays in getting reports from for- 
subsidiaries overseas are 


blamed for not having the annual 


| statement out sooner. 


Pasternak’s Metro Trio 


Joe Pasternak, Metro producer, 
has been discussing plans with studio 
and N. Y. home office toppers where- 
by he would handle three production 
units on the Metro lot. 

Pasternak has 10 pictures lined up 
for production, though possibility 
that some changes in story proper- 
ties may be made before they roll. 
He’s set to produce “Cabbages and 
Kings,” Mike Todd piece, which Met- 
ro recently purchased. 
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Grant Concessions 


Fressing his demand for staff or¢ 


so-called standby orchestras on 
fulltime basis in all major film stu- 
cios, James C. Petrillo, president of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, met on Monday (3) with the 


producer labor negotiating commit- | 


tee, which is reportedly very cool 
jeward such demands, and will re- 
gzume the tussle tomorrow (Thurs- 
chestras numbering 35 pieces in the 


Paramount, Metro, Warner and 20th- | 
Fox studios, 30 pieces at RKO, and | 


outfits of 25 at Universal, Columbia 
Republic. 

Meantime, vesterday (Tuesday ) the 
producer committee met with locals 
of the IATSE, all of whose demands 
nave so far been received individu- 
nily over a period of three weeks. Of 
the 11 JA locals, last to come in with 
cemands were the grips, property- 
men and laborers, with whom the 
studio group met Friday (31). These 
unions, same as others in the IA fold, 
want reclassifications which will 
bring them up to or over the 15‘¢ 
maximum of the so-called ‘Little 
Steel’ formula. The lamp operators 
also want reclassifications, as well as 
the soundmen who were reportedly 
told they can have a 5% increase, 
same as granted the projectionists in 
ihe studios. So far as the makeups 
and hair stylists are concerned, they 
will get 5%, bringing them up to 
“Little Steel,’ except that 
creation of a new _ classification 
known as gang bosses the boost will 
be 

Studio Contingent 

Interrupting sessions with the IA 
locals, the studio contingent met 
Saturday (1) and Monday (3) with 
the group represented in the nego- 
tiations by Herbert Sorrell, includ- 
ing painters, machinists, janitors and 


police officers and guards, in addi- |} 


the Office Workers 
Glenn Pratt from Los 
Understood that it was 
egreed the Sorrell group would be 
given 5% increases and vacation al- 
Jowances such as granted other in- 
fernationals of the studio basic 


lien to 
sented by 
Angeles. 


eereement, while the office workers | 


will receive 7%. In both cases, as 
epproval of the War Labor Board. 
With the question of any reclas- 


sifications as well as minor working 
later on 
Hol- 


conditions to be discussed 
the Coast, Sorrell 
Jywood yesterday (Tues.) and Prait 
will leave either today (Wed.) o1 
iomorrow. It is probable that 


returned to 


The AFM head wants staff or- | 


| paper field in the New England ter- | 


Resist Studio Staff Band Demands; 


to IA, Other Union 


‘U GOES HYPHEN-HAPPY 
ABOUT 21 PRODUCERS 


Hollywood, April 4. 


To the single-track mind, a film 
| producer is a fellow who produces 
| films and nothing more, but in the 


tangled maze of production on the 
' Universal lot a producer is some- 


i club, functioning as an 
outfielder, or catcher, or winding up 
as relief pitcher in the ninth inning. 
At Universal there are seven dis- 
| tinct classifications of producer, not 
| counting the executive producer 
| who functions in an upper stratum. 

| Among the 25 on the roster are 
| four unhyphenated producers, Paul 
| Malvern, Walter Wanger, Felix 
| Jackson and John Grant. Associate 
| producers are Islin Auster, Bernard 
|B. Burton, Will Cowan, Oliver 
| Drake. 


| Writer-producers are Bruce Man- 


ning. Edmund Hartmann, Michael 
| Fessier and Ernest Pagano. Direc- 


| tor-producers are George Waggner, | 


| Jean Varborough. Roy William Neill 
|and Erle Kenton. Associate pro- 


| ducer-directors are Edward Lilley, 


| Ray Taylor, Ford Beebe and Felix | 


| Feist. 


associate 


Morgan C. Cox is the sole 
producer - writer, and 


actor, 


RKO’S Press Pitch For 


ritories in the U. S. for 
Terry Turner, RKO exploi- 
| tation chief. has turned to the news- 


| White,” 


ritory. lining 
i cities and 
Editors 


up 30 publishers in 


and publishers of leading 


| periodicals are sponsoring the origi- | 


nal “Snow White” voice for appear- 
ances in town halls and schools. In 
Boston the Hearst 


Turner, who last 


pointed out that newspapers 


- | ness instead of ignoring films. 


re- 


classifications and other matters with | 


various IA locals will 
for future discussion 
Offer to the soundmen for a 5% 
increase was on the condition that 
there would be no new 
tions, it is understood. 


also be left | Carole Landis 


on the Coast. 


classifica- 


Hollywood, April 4. 
borrowed Carole 
20th-Fox for the femme 


| RKO 


from 


While the electricians have sought site Pat O’Brien. 


to cinch jurisdiction over television. | 
the producer negotiating committee } A. 
discuss 


has steadfastly refused to 
ihis matter on the ground it is some- 
thing for the American Federation 
o! Labor to decide. 


Par’s Radio City, Mpls., 


Picture goes to bat April 17, 


Robert Fellows producing. 


|: ‘Tomorrow’ on B’way 


“It Happened Tomorrow,” 
Pressburger production 


thing like a utility player on a ball, 
infielder, 


Warren Wilson, Henry Mc-| 
| Rae. Frank Gross and Frank Shaw. 


through | Charles Boyer, js the lone producer- | 


‘Snow White’ in N. E. 


In a switch from the radio station | 
sponsorship lined up in various ter- | 
“Snow | 


towns outside of Boston. | 


newspapers are 
in others, deals are subject to the | SPOnsoring the “Snow White” preem. 
week addressed | 
a group of New England publishers, | Palace theatres, 
could | 
compete for film advertising business 
| with national mags and radio if they | ¢?ate. Th 
| undertook to back the picture busi- 


Crime’ Loan 


Landis 
lead 
in “Having Wonderful Crime,” oppo- | to go on his own and 


with 
Edward Sutherland directing and 


Arnold 
being re- 
leased by United Artists, is scheduled 


DANZIGER, LOU SMITH 
~ REJOIN METRO PUB-AD 


Bill Danziger, with 
Metro's advertising-publicity depart- 


formerly 


— rejoined the company Monday 
(3) on special promotion, with his 
| arst celebration of 
| Metro's 20th anniversaty this com- 
ing July. 

Meantime, Lou Smith, who until a 
couple months ago publicity 
| manager at N. Y., has also rehooked 
| with Metro to also work on special 
| promotion. He will concentrate cn 
the larger pictures of Metro, start- 
ing with “White Cliffs of Dover” and 
will be in N. Y. for two or three 
weeks laying plans on it. Smith, 
however, will make permanent head- 
| quarters on the Coast. 


assignment the 


Mort Singer, Vet 


Showman, Passes 


| 


| Mort H. Singer, 67, veteran theatre 
operator, vaudeville showman and 
producer ef many musical shows, 
died March 29 in Chicago of a heart 
ailment following a week's illness. 
Singer, widely known and respected 
in the show business, formerly was 
| vice-president of the Orpheum ¢ir- 
| cuit during the heyday of two-a-day 
vaudeville, and responsible for fos- 
tering the theatrical careers of many 
managers and stage celebrities. Nate 
| Blumberg, Cliff Work, Charles 
Koerner. Jack Gross and others from 
the theatre end, now in picture pro- 
duction or distribution, were started 
off by Singer in his theatres. 

| Starting his theatrical career some 
50 years ago as an usher at the Bijou, 
| Milwaukee, he later moved up to be- 
come assistant treasurer for Jacob 
Litt. After a year as road manager 
and treasurer for the Murray & 
; Mack show, he associated with Her- 
men Fehr in operating burlesque 
houses in St, Paul and Minneapolis. 
Later this partnership decided to 
increase its burlesque holdings, and 
jleased the La Salle in Chicago. 
However, it established a policy of 
musical comedy stock shows which 
proved successful. He was one of 


first men to produce legitimate shows | 


in that city. 
| built the State-Lake and 
When Fehr became 
several vaudeville 
Singer was brought in to op- 
is led to his executive post 


Later he 


interested in 
houses, 


with Martin Beck and the original 
Orpheum circuit, his supervision of 
continuous-run yaude houses in the 
| middle-west and Coast cities, and 
direction of small-time Western 
Vaudeville Managers Assn. circuit. 


Functioning as v.p. of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum for the western division up 
until the depression, Singer resigned 
nade a part- 
nership arrangement to acquire a 
number of RKO key theatres in the 
south and middie west. 

Singer also was operating partner 
on several theatres, in 
addition to having his own circuit of 
film houses in Iowa. He had a chain 
of 36 theatres at the 
death. In recent vears, 


in Beverly Hills, 


Paramount 


| 


he had lived 
making periodic 


Cuts Rental Terms 67% to go into the Gotham theatre on | i"spection tours of his theatre hold- 


Minneapolis, April 4. 
The $2,000,000 4,000-seat de luxe 
Minnesota theatre, now 


ent owner, the Andrus estate. for a 
mere $90,000, the equity of the $1- 
500.000 bonds, mostly held here, and 
ihe stock being wiped out complete- 
ly. The Andrus estate owned a con- 
siderable portion of the land on 
ch the structure stands and when 
the enterprise was in bankruptcy 
with large amounts of taxes in de- 
fault arranged with the federal court 
to take over the building on pay- 
ment of the $90,000 back taxes. 
Paramount, which operated the 
once before and then 
Guished it, has leased it 
Andrus estate. In 
a tieup with radio 
which oecupies part of the build- 
ing. and rentals received’ from 
stores. its own renfai is believed to 
have been reduced to a figure less 
than one-sixth the former cost for 
this item, thus substantially slashing 


house 


consequence of 
station KSTP, 


the “nut,” the former principal ob- | 


stacle to successful operation. 

Deal is considered all the more 
shrewd for Par because of the ter- 
rific advertising campaign being car- 
ried on by KSTP for itself and the 
theaire, too, at its own entire cost, 
over the air with streetcar cards. 
24-sheets, etc. Since its reopening 
three weeks ago, theatre has been 
doing boff business, 


called the} 
Radio City, was acquired by its pres- | 


relin- | 
from the | 


Broadway. 


Tentative plans are to | 


ings from 


there. 


istart “Tomorrow” on a run in about | utive. Singer nurtured the careers of 


four or five weeks. 

Gotham, formerly the Central. was 
irecently turned into a first-run on 
Broadway by the Brandt circuit. 


numerous performers. He enjoyed 
the reputation of being one of the 
most astute talent assessors in the 
show business. 


| What’s Tougher 


Continued from page 2 


the strains of “The Blue Danube” as 


“Pistol Packin’ Mama.” 


Lust season there were 684 
phoney press identification cards 
presented for admission but in 
1942 the number was 1,471. Cards 
|} «are closely scanned at the en- 
trances. They are not good for 
Seats and are designed for the 
workiig press. 


Robert Ringling is again president 
of the corporation and is in charge 
| of the staging. He directed spring 
rehearsals with the aid of a micro- 
| phone. Vice-presidents are Mrs, 
_ Charles Ringling and Audrey (Ring- 
ling) Haley. whose husband, James 
A.. is first vice-prez and assistant to 
| Bob Ringling. 


Pat Valde is general director. 
_ When he jeined the circus, he was a 
| Jugaler, his correct name being Pat- 
Fitegerald. 


son, Mort, Jr.: a 
Nathan, a 


protners, 


Jerome 
daughte; and two 


slepson, 


Screens Blacked Qut 
| Omaha. Ap! il 4. 
All downtown theatres blacked out 
| their screens for five minutes at four 


O'clock Friday (31) afternoon in 
honor of Mort H. Singer whose 
funeral was being held in Chicago 
jat’ that time. Singer operated the 


| Brandeis theatre here. 


| 
Ditto In Mpls. 
Minneapolis, April 4. 
All Paramount circuit theatres 

here stopped their performances two 
minutes and his own Orpheum five 
minutes in respect to Mort H. Singer 
during his funeral last Friday. The 
Orpheum is in a pool with the down- 
town Par houses in Minneapolis. 

| John J. Fried] and Charlies Per- 


rine, president and comptroller, re- 
spectively, of the loca] Paramount 
chain, and Bill Elson, local indepen- 
/dent circuit owner, attended the fu- 
ineral in Chicago. 


Par’s Tele Setup 


time of his | 


As vaudeville exec. | 


He is survived by his widow. a! 


Final step in Paramount's swinging 
| out of the commercial film produc- 
tion field has been consummated 
with the transfer of Goerge Shu- 
pert, long head of this department in 
N. ¥., to the company’s television 
department. Shupert now is acting 
as assistant to Paul Raibourn on tel- 
evision development. 

Reported that Par shortly will 
abandon all commercial picture proj- 
ects, understanding being that cor- 
poration officials feel that television 
is much more important. 


Talent, Writer Guilds And 
Union Face Squabble On. 
Television Jurisdiction 


As television progresses its 
realization, depending of course on 
the war, the crafts and unions are 
starting to think ahead on jurisdic- 
tion. It may well be that a tentative 
three-year program may be set up. 


until the courts decide whether} 
|! Screen Actors Guild or American | 
| Federation of Radio Actors, has 


| jurisdiction over the video players; 
| whether Screen Directors Guild, or 

Radio Directors Guild, or maybe the 
| legit production men, unattached. 
| have jurisdiction in that field. And 
so on down the line with musicians, 
makeup men, lensers, 
ete. 

Meantime the Hollywood studios 
and more to embrace video rights, 
and while some writers 
usage of the film material for tele- 
casting, they are restricting the Jive- 
player television rights unto them- 
selves. 
of this. 


Unions Signing Vider Techs 
Hollywood, April 4. 


Labor unions are taking a long 
distance view and hopping on the 


Television wagon, now waiting in 
the siable for the opening of future 
traffic. 

Local B-11, International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, has 
signed up numerous West Coast tele- 
vision engineers who hold Govern- 
|ment licenses. Understood the new 
| members will not be charged active 
dues until television emerges from 
jthe experimental and actual 
| broadcasts are started after the war. 


we 
Stage 


New group is being organized by 
George (Curly) Davis, business 
manager of Local B-1l1l, and Gene 


Gaillac, internationa! rep for IBEW. 


- Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, April 4. 


at Paramount. 


by Paramount. 
Kar] Tunvery 
writing 
mount. 
|} Dorothy O’Hara, fashion designer, 
| optioned by Paramount. 
Carmen Moreno’s~ player 
picked up by Paramount. 
Moe Howard, Larry Fine and 
|Curly Howard, “The Three Stooges,” 
inked three-year with Co- 
lumbia. 
| June Harris drew player ticket at 
| Paramount. ‘ 
Robert Lowery’s 
| lifted by Monogram. 
Dorothy Morris renewed as player 
| by Metro. 


‘ 
Wale, 


Para- 


| Marc Platt, dancer, signed by Co- 
} lumbia. 

Jim Jordan, Junior, drew actor 
| ticket at RKO. ' 

Walter DeLeon, writer, renewed 
| 


team, renewed by 


option 


pact 


player option 


| Emory  Parnell’s actor option 
| picked up by RKO. 

| Ray Spencer draws writer ticket 
|} at.Paramount 

| Ross Hunter handed player con- 


tract by Columbia. 
Sonny Tufts 
at Paramount. 
Darryl Hickman, 
by Paramount. 
Billy Daniels’ player pact renewed 
by Paramount. 
Jane Siarr’s player option hoisted 
by Paramount. 


RKO Sets 8 For April 


Hollywood, April 4. | 

Total of 11 features will be in 

work at RKO during April, with 

eight newies added to the three now 
before the cameras. 


drew an 


option lift 


moppet, signed 


Added starters will be “Having 
Wonderful Time.’ “Tall in the. 
Saddle.” “Farewell My Lovely.” 


“Girl Rush,” “Pumpkin Shell,” “Lady 
of the Lampoon,” “Betrayal From 
the East” and a Lum & Abner film. | 
still untitled, 


electricians, | 


are extending their contracts more! 


okay the) 


There are sundry variations | 


Gloria Saunders inked plaver pact | 


Cartoonists Ask 
20% Cut on Film 


Reissues, Video 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Screen Cartoonists Guild is cde. 
manding a 20% split of the boxoffice 
grosses from all second-run piciures 
or reissues, and the same amount 
from television releases, in its new 
contract proposals to be laid before 
ithe producers. Idea is to distribiite 
| the extra coin to members of ithe 
Guild in the Army and Navy. Box- 
| office proposal states: 
“Whenever 4a picture heretofore oy 
_ hereafter released made by the pro- 
ducer is re-released in any form 
‘other than television) aftér jt is 
first released, then 20°) of the teial 
gross proceeds received from such 
re-release shall be paid over by the 
producer to the union; the unien 
agrees to distribute all of such fund 
to those of its members who were 
or are then in the armed forces of 
the United States, and in such pro- 
portionate amounts as may be éie 
rected by the membership of the 
union.” 


Television clause in the proposed 
contract reads: 


“Whenever a motion picture car- 
toon heretofore or hereafter made 
, by the producer is released in tele- 
vision form, then 20° of the total 
| gross proceeds received by the pro- 
; ducer from such release in television 
| form shall be paid over by the pro- 
ducer to the union; the union agrees 
to distribute or allocate such fund in 
such manner as may be direcied by 
the membership of the union.” 


| A. J. Balaban 


Continued from page 1 fei 


of one, three and five-reel films for 


television projection. He believes 
that there will be television films 
made for the home trade, a different 
type of film for theatres, and a third 
type of production suitable for both 
home and theatre use. Showman hae 


evolved a new type of settings and 
lighting, 

Balaban estimates cost of “A” tvpe 
tele five-reelers, comparing favorably 
with average regular “A’’ films, at 
around $200,000. 

Balaban is convinced that itele- 
Vision presentation will become a 
must for all theatre operation aé 
soon as cessation of hostilities in 
Europe permits, 

The stage of the Roxy has already 
revamped to permit use for 
television, 

Aside from its influence on theatre 
presentation policies, Balaban 
lieves that the new medium will des 
velop a wide variety of new talent. 

Major and independent film pros 
dueers are reported interested in the 
ploduction unit being organized by 


7. 3.4 
Ddlavalil, 


| been 


Video 


———- (Continued from page 2 


these youngsters to a veteran stage 
or screen actor than a_e director. 
Their years of trouping is qualifica- 
tion enough to justify 1} 

instructors and they know best 
to inculeate their charges wiih the 
nuances and shading so necessary t0 
the polished performance for the 
camera pickups.” 

Royal just now is busying himself 
with the organization of stock com- 
panies to be trained for the day 
when the coaxial cables and botste¥ 
up T) at 


1eiy roles of 
how 


relays are regionally set 
these NBC-developed 
be used for pictures was sloughed 
over by Royal but that possibility 
exists since the statement by prexy 
Niles Trammell that “if Hollywood 
won't make films’ exclusively for 
NBC, we'll make our own.” 

Royal and the n Lenora 
Corbett, the original ghost in 
“Blithe Spirit,” rested for a few days 
at Pebble Beach in the north »0e- 
fore retu¥yning east. She spurred 
several film offers, preferring te re- 
turn east for a new stage play. 


Half-‘Naked Genius’? 


Hollywood, April 4. 
New assignment for George Jessel 
at 20th-Fox is the production ¢f 
“The Naked Genius,” musical ®U- 
thored by Gypsy Rose Lee end 
staged by George S. Kaufman. 
Picture will be released uneer & 
not-so-nude titde, “Here’s a Kiss.” 
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Will Really Tell 
Effect of 207% Tax; So Far It's OK 


Although some situations were un-¢ 
der normal for a Saturday-Sunday 
this past weekend, when the 20% tax 
and higher — went into effect, 
including in N. Y. City, telegraphic 
reports on teal from various parts 
of the country would indicate that 
the business was as high on an av- 
evage as should be expected. In fact, 
in some circles it was declared busi- 
ness reported to homeoffices in N. Y. 


was better than had been anticipated | 


for many reasons of an adverse char- 


lin N. Y, 


acter. 

Pointed out, firstly, that 
Lenten period is still here and that | 
Sunday ‘(Palm Sunday) ushers in | 


the current Holy Week, so that even | 


if the take in the picture houses 
had been generally down, it could not 
immediately be charged to the added 
admission prices, with many theatres 
hiking their net scales in addition to 
passing on the tax to the public. 
Other Spending Was Big 

It is also held all the more re- 
matkable that grosses held up over 
the weekend, since many persons, in 
yrder to get in under the tax dead- 
ine, loaded up on cosmetics, liquors. 
etc. thus reducing their 
@pending ability for entertainment 
purposes. 

While there was no immediate ef- 
fect directly traceable to the 20% 
admission tax, operators and statis- 
ticians remind that weekday aver- 
ages will probably give some ulti- 
mate line on whether higher box- 
otfice prices will reduce attendance 
but that. in order to. make compari- 
gons with any sense of accuracy, at 
least a month or more will have to 
pass. Weekends, including April 1-2, 
first two days of the new tax, are no 
eriterion, also, it is added, since on 
weekends there is business for even 
the poorer pictures, but that Mon- 
-@ayvs-Tuesdays-Wednesdays - Thurs- 


normal | 


days-Fridays provide a better gauge | 


since people ordinarily do their film- 
shopping on these days instead. 
Again it’s pointed out downtown 
N. Y. and certain other large centers 
offer no guide, either so far as box- 
office trends figure or so far as sales 
possibilities On pictures are con- 
cerned, but the impression prevails 


in some quarters that b.o. scales, 
formerly away up. have’ now 
reached such high peaks with the 
addition of the 20° tax, that revi- 


sions downward in most parts of the 
eountry may ultimately become nec- 
essary. However, this will depend 
On the variation in attendance, since 
at upped prices ean still 
play to fewer persons and come out 
the same. Also, without as much 
wear and tear on the theatre and 
stalls. 


theatres 


Chi Fans Well Pre-Sold 
Chicago. April 4. 
fans here are taking the in- 
@reased admission taxes in stride, 
with very few complaints. 

It is believed that most film pa- 
were pre-sold on the increased 
tex by trailers, shown on the theatre 
acreens weeks in advance, and the 
publicity given daily papers 
on the subject. No boxoffice walk- 
aways were reported in the Loop dis- 


Film 


4 


hv 


trict. and holdouts were the rule in 
ail downtown and bigger neighbor- 
hood houses, as usual, on Saturday 


and Sunday. 


7-Day Clearance of N. Y. 


i the film in the House of Commons. 
In the course of his argument, the 
Toronto MP said, “the film has be- 
|; come the supreme vehicle of prop- 
| aganda today” and a serious rival of | 
| the newspapers. 


Kaufman-Hart Among 
Creditors Via Lost Suit 


Warners. George S. Kaufman and 
Moss Hart, and others who won 
court costs from Vincent McConnor, 
playwright, in his plagiarism action 
against them, were named as credi- 
tors in a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptey filed last week by McConnor 
Federal court. Entire 
amount of costs covered the liabili- 
ties listed by the playright, $7,256; 
no assets. 

McConnor had charged in his suit 
that K. & H. had pirated his play, 
“The Murder Issue.” in writing their 
successful hit of a few seasons ago, 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner.” 
WB filmed it. 


Canadian Parliament 
Slaps Down Attacks 
Its Film Board 


Ottawa, April 1. 
Motion pictures in general and the 
National Film Board in particular 
were loudly and emphatically ku- 
dosed by members of Canadian par- 
liament when they slapped at a To- 
ronto MP, A. R. Adamson, for at- 
tacking the NFB as “an instrument 

for spreading foreign propaganda.” 
Next day (1). press of Canada edi- 
torially supported House of Com- 
mons opposition to Adamson’s opin- 
ions, praising NFB’s work and war- 

time contributions of film industry. 
Adamson quoted from a review in 
the New Yorker magazine on the 
NFB release on Russia in blasting at 


Canada M.P. 


Toronto, 


in a Stew 
April 4. 


Strong protests that the National 
Film Board of Canada is acting as 
an agency for Soviet propaganda 
were made by several Parliamentary 
members in the House of Commons 
when the matter of a supplementary 


item of $104,000 for John 

Grierson’s documentary 

setup came before the session. 
Members asked tor an “investiga- 


estimates 
unpopulal 


tion ef the National Film Board in 
the distribution of Russian shorts 
which put forward a “type of social- 
ism foreign to the Canadian way of 
| life.” A, R. Adamson, Toronto mem- 
lber, referred specifically to such 
films as “Our Native Land” and 


“World in Actior 


| star in 


| production 


i? hile the 
Bu WHILIC 


|in the trade with respect to 


parliamentarians | 


criticize the case-hisiories extolling | 
the virtues of the hammer-and-sickle 
flagwavers the citizens here are 
‘amming two of Toroito’s deiuxers 
to witness “Song of Russia” (M-G) 
and “North Star” (RKO). 


DICK POWELL TO TOP 
FAREWELL MY LOVELY’ 


Hollywood, April 4. 
RKO signed Dick Powell as male 
“Farewell My Lovely,” first 
Adrian Scott under 


this new contract 


Indie Cut to One Day 


Reductions of clearance in Ahe 
metropolitan N. Y. area from the 
Customary seven days, or more. to 
just one day, first time that such a 
cut has been made since the decree 
went into effect in Nov., 1940, has 


been ordered by the Appeal Board 
of the American Arbitration Assn. in 
favor of the sircuit afte 
a hard-fought 


Interboro 
case 


Action was first brought last fall 
by the B. K. R. Holding Corp., In- 
terboro subsidiary. operating the 
Trylon at Forest Hills, L. I. It was 
Claimed that the clearance of seven 
days enjoyed by the Drake there 
Over the Trylon. was unwarranted 
Since no competition existed be-, 


tween the two theatres. The Inter- 
boro circuit asked that the clearance 
be abolished or reduced but the 
local N. Y. arbitrator sitting on the 
Case, John Watson, refused to change 
the clearance. 

The Appeal Board reversed thai 
ruling. cutting the clearance to just 


“One day on all pictures of Para- 
Mount, Metro, Warners, RKO and 
h-Fox, 


| tion’s 


Edw ai d 
a screenplay 
On a 


Dmytryk will direct, from 
John Paxton, 


novel by Raymond Chandler. 


Col. Cooper Resigns Can. 


Distribs; Devaney In 
Toronto. April 4. 

More than 20 eal cnalrman of 
Canadian Motion Picture Distribu- 
tors’ Associatio Col John A 
Coope! is tende his nation 
because ol ir otne interests. 
Leo M. Deva RKO g far 
Canada, take Ove with Al W. 
Perry. g.n Empire-Universal, in as 
V.-p. 

Directors d: Dave Coplan, 
UA: Gordon stone, Par; Henry 
Nathanson, Films (MGM): 
L. Rosenfeld, Col: W. Cohen. WB: 
S. Samson. 20th-Fox: Herb Allen, 
PRC: Harry Kaufman, Mono. 

RKO’ 5 $1. 50 ON PFD. 


Radio - Keith - Orpheum ‘directors 
declared $1.50 dividend on corpofa- 
preferrea stock last week, 
covering the rezular divvy for the 
quarter ending next April 30. 

Dividend is payable May 1 to hold- 
ers of record at close of business 


April 20. 


whether or not Bob Gillham, long 
closely and highly regarded’ by 
Agnew. may shift with him. Mean- 
time, Al Wilkie, publicity maxager 
for Par, who resigned several weeks 
| ago, was importuned by Agnew and 
others to remain with Par and be- 
| lieved possibly that Agnew plans in 
the work may have had some con- 
nection with Wilkie’s reconsideration 
of his resigning 

Aside from the inviting deal of- 
fered him by Selznick and accepted 
on Friday (31), from accounts, re- | 
| ported that Agnew has for sometime 
been a little less than happy at Par 
|} where, among other things. nobody, 
including Agnes a mtract. It 
was recentl reported n the trade 
that Agnew was thinking of retir- 
ing. He also is said to have con- 
sidered going into some kaos or 


Frederic U Pathe news- 
reel prexy in a of all RKO- 
Pathe shorts production, has been 
ordered to rest at his home under 
doctor and nurse's care as a result 

| of a heart atiack suffered about 10 
| days ago. Lil that he will be 
away from his office for about two 
months. Overwork is blamed for the 
attack. 

W.C. Ament. v_p. in charge of the 
newsree], is in charge while Ullman 
is away while Jay Bonafield. who 
manages shorts productio | take 

| charge of RKO shovis film making. ; 


Off-Stage Orders 


April 4. 
sailors, male 
stay on the 


Hollywood, 
Film soldiers and 
and femme must 


PRC lot while in uniform, or 
else. Sign at the gate reads: 

“Any actor or actress leaving 
this lot in uniform of the U. S. 
Government will be subject to 
immediate arrest. By order of 
the FBI.” 


Reagan May Step 
Up to Succeed | 
Agnew as Par VP. 


Breaking with Paramount after 24 


F. Agnew, v.p. 


Selznick’s Neil Agnew Deal Portends 
New and Wider Scope for Vanguard 


| 


_ Which Boris Morros plans to 


duce. Names such as Arturo Tos-! 
canini, Serge Koussevitzky, Paul 
| Whiteman, Benny Goodman, have 


tion for Par, is expected to clear up | 


matters between 
to take up his new post with Selz-| 
nick’s Vanguard Films. 

In addition to a set salary, report- 
edly over $100,000 annually, it is 
understood Agnew as v.p. 
of distribution and other 
matters, will share in the profits of 
Vanguard pictures. According 
figures provided in 
the last annual 
mount on June 15, 1943. Agnew for 
the fiscal year was paid $64,200. The 
contract with Selznick is said to run 
for five years. It is understood that 


April 13 and May 1 


in charge | 
Selznick | 


to 
connection with | 
meeting of Para-| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| been mentioned as possibilities. 
years to join David O. Selznick, Neil | 


in charge of distribu- | 


Carnegie Hall Cavalcade 
To Embrace Top Musikers 


Directors and other backers 
Carnegie Hall, New York, will help 
line up many of the outstanding mu- 
dancers and singers of 
concert stage and opera, 
appeared at the Hall over 
film titled 


of 


sicians, the 
who have 
the years, 


Hall” 
pro- 


for a “Carnegie 


The 
Hall is in for a cut of the profits. 
- Milton M. Bergerman, president of 
Carnegie Hall, stated Friday 
that the board had voted to accept 
Morros’ offer to produce a film 
based on the history of the Hall. 
Picture is slated to roll on the Coast 
within the next six months, with a 
single night preem at Carnegie Hall 
some time in 1945. 
Yarn by John Jacoby 
laus Fodor, being 
musical cavalcade, 
filmed in Technicolor. 
will release. 


and Ladis- 
slanted as a 


Uniied Artists 


Barred From Balcony 


Agnew’s deal with Selznick has been 


on the fire for 
Barney Balaban. 
others knew of 
back. 


Though believed that Charles M. 
Reagan, assistant general sales man- 
ager at Par and long with the com- 


Par president, 


it at least a month 


pany, will move up to succeed Ag- 

new, there has also been some talk 

that George J. Schaefer is a pos- 


sibility. Schaefer declares, however, 


| that he has not been approached or 


even remotely sounded out. 
Par Executive Moves 
In the event of promoting Reagan, 
believed on inside that one of the 
two division managers. either Hugh 


some time and that! 
and | 


And Boxes One Means 
To Curb Juve Vandals 


St. Louis, April 4. | 


To combat the growing vandalism , 
by juves in flicker houses, operators 


_ of the deluxers, as well as the nabes, 


| decrease jn this kind of damage. 


are roping off the balcony and boxes | 


and report there has been a slight 
Rex 
Williams, city manager for Loew's, 
has denied the bobby sock gals and 


zoot lads the use of the balcony at 


| Loew’s and the Orpheum. 


Owen or George A. Smith. would be- | 


come assistant general sales manager. 
In turn, one of the district 
would take over the 
Mentioned in this connection is M. S. 
Kusell, metropolitan district manager 
for Par and long with the company. 

There is considerable speculation 
the Par 
publicity-advertising department and 


Government post. in the thought of 
doing something for the war effort 
in which his services could be im- 
portantly utilized. Understood, too, 
that Reagan wanted a leave of ab- 
sence to handle ti overseas dis- 
tribution of pictures during the wat 
but was talked out of it 

Agne joined 192 a 
booker in t Chi eX ange, He 
pecame general tif el ) 
Par in N. Y 1934 a yllow- 
ing year was na = dis- 
tribution and a member of yoard 


Ullman’s Heart Attack; 
Ament, Bonatield Sub 


managers | 
vacated division. 


With all flicker house service staffs 
undermanned by teen-agers the situ- 
ation reached a critical siage re- 
cently and the drastic measure was 
inaugurated. At Loew’s and the Or- 
pheum, Williams said, the juves hot 
gnly cut drapes, seat covers, but 
also removed all but two screws 
from a heavy brass rail in front of 
the loges and box seats and thus en- 
dangered those seated beneath 
them. Another problem confronting 
the theatre operators. is the growing 
number of “bottle jockeys” w 


etc., 


1, 
no 


bring wine and other potables to the 


When a sus 
shows up he is t! ailed 
to his seat and an usher, in civvi 
keeps a watchful eye on him. Mate 
have been ejected for misconduct. 


TWAIN’S’ LONDON CLICK 
BEFORE GI AUDIENCE «. 


April 4 


Vain Was 


theatre and drink. 


picious juve 


London, 
Mark 
preview 


Wa 


“Adventures of 


given a_ special showing 


twice on April 2 at.the Warner the- 
atre here but will not be released 
in Great Britain for several months 


If the reception given the film by 
American troops at these two screen- 
ings is any criterion, Warner Bros. 
apparently has a real contender for 
1944 boxoffice laurels. 

Planning more than 200 special 
advanced-price pre-release dates for 


Already 
| ent, 
|in acquiring the services of Neil F, 


| usual 


(31) 


| riod of time, 


is scheduled to be | 


strongly fortified with tale 
David O. Selznick’s latest move 


Agnew, generally rated as one of the 
| film industry’s four top-ranking dis- 
tribution experts, portends an even 
wider scope of operations for Selz- 
nick than hitherto indicated. 

With Mary Pickford, Sir Alexan- 
der Korda and Charles Chaplin long 


inactive, and some question whethe: 
Chaplin will resume _ production, 
Selznick emerges as the most domi- 
nant factor in United Artists unless 


| there is renewed activity by other 
UA owner-members. 
Though acquisition of additional 


stock in UA through purchase from 
other owner-members presents 
difficulties under the current 
UA setup. expansion in one or more 
directions by the Selznick organiza- 
tion appears likely eventually, 
It is understood, also, that 
the UA corporate setup owner-mem- 
bers do not participate in the protits 
of the company if they have been in- 
active for more than a specitied pe- 
except to a small extent 
if the company profits go beyond a 
certain figure. Thus, non-active 
owner-members would receive rela- 
tively small returns at best. unless 
contributing through production. A 
stock purchase from one or more 
UA owner-members may eventually 
prove less difficult than at present. 
Selznick, with about six properties 
either in final editing or other stages 
of production, has a talent roster 
which compares favorably with the 
top major companies and, in addition, 


under 


eould have access to other acting, 
directing and writing talent. 
Agnew’'s appointment as a Van- 


guard Films. Inc., v.p., whereby he 
will act as the producer's sales rep- 


resentative and formulate sales poli- 
cy for Selznick product, does net, 
however, bring Agnew into the 
ternal operating policies of United 
Artists. where distribution is headed 
by Grad Sears and Carl Leserman. 
Agnew, from accounts. has been 
brought into the Selznick organiza- 
tion largely in connection with mer- 
chandizing “Since You Went Away” 
and other Selznick product for the 
present. The specialized handling of 
“Went Away” promises to be a major 
assignment in itself, since Selznick 
has likely tried to shoot at the “Gone 
With the Wind” mark, or higher, 


W. R. Frank’s Indie Pic’s 
Twin City Par Dates 


tle 


Minneapolis, April! 4. 
Although no national distribution 
has been set yet after everal 


months of negotiation, Paramount 
circuit here has made deal for Twi 
Ren showings of “Private Life of 
ul Josef Goebbel,” produced by 
One Gi jis W. KR. Frank 
pri pal owner of one of the terri- 
y's largest and most successful in- 
cciaaent circuits, many of whose 
houses in Minneapolis and St. Paul 
operate in opposition to its own, 
Picture goes into Century here and 
{ St. Paul RKO Orpheum (part of 
Paramount downtown pool) April 21 
for regular engagements following 
“world premiere,’ with the directo: 
and many cast members present at 
the same houses for the Red Cross 
benefit the night previcus. 
Frank dickered United A ynd 
20th-Fox to distribute the picture 
: nationally, but so far without results 
“Adventure of Mark Twain” for He himself made the Twin Cit ileal 
week engagements starting either with John J. Friedl. of Pa 
May 3 or 5, but with runs limited to 
one week excepting N. Y.. Wa 
Bros. has lined up 120 su 
ments to date. This includes the Ma: 
3 Opening of “Twain” at the Holly- 
V OOK 4 only house vhere it 
ll be given a na 
In a e pre-release ) 
ll ge $1.20 »p i 
ease at regular sCdi to co 
probab j July 


WB’s 2 Only in April 


Scheduling fewer releases monthly 
any other major company 
Warner Bros. continues its policy 
no more than two a month through 
setting up availability on 


than 


another 


doubleton for April, “Uncertain 
Glory,” on which the date is April 
22, and “Shine On, Harvest Moon,” 
April 8. 

While “Adventures of Mark | 
Twain” may be booked on prerelease 
at advanced scales in April, its gen- 
eral release will be later in tne sea- 


son. 


of | 


Siegel Assumes Rapf 
Production Unit Reins 


Ho'lyweede April 4 
ne Hart Rap proc tio t at 
) eer yned two 
4 da ter it! Sam M irx as 
associate producer on both. 
Pictures are “Airship.” a Wallace 


Beery starrer, and “Laddie, Son of 


Lassie,” a sequel to “Lassie Come 
Home.” 
Ella’s Third Loanout 


Hollywood, April 4 
Universal is lending Ella Raines te 


RKO as romantic interest for Joha 

Wayne in the high-budget western, 
“Tall In the Saddle,” based on the 
recent Satevepost serial. 

It will be the third loanout chore 
for the actress in the year since 
she signed the Universal contrac: 
roster, 


_ 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| \ 
| 
| 
| 
| al} 
it 
Hil 
| | | Hil 
| 
; 
} i 
| 
} 
Hit 
| 
| 
| 
i 
ih 
| 
| | 


12 Wednesday, April 5, 1944 


‘ 
% 
- @ €é 
‘ 
4 


pril 5 


A 


Wednesday. 


3 
~ 
> 
4 
| 


14 


FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday. April 5, 1944. 


“Say That We're Sweethearts Again,” 
which is delivered in her inimitable 
style. Other production numbers, 
including the finale, fail to measure 
up to standard, and are not too well 
spotted. 

Story is routine. Lucille Ball is 
stage glamour girl who makes per- 
sonal appearance at Maryland ship- 
yard, and finds herseif romantically 
attracted to welder Powell. Latter 
sells her play, which is in turn sold 
to producer Morris Ankrum. But 
Powell is dissatisfied with rehearsals 
and stops the proceedings. Actress 
gets job in the shipyard to regain 
rights to the play, but—after usual 
romantic complications and misun- 
derstandings—is frozen to her job 
and sticks around long enough to put 
show on at ship launching with yard 
talent. 

Powell ably carries the lead spot. 
despite handicaps of the script, and 
sings two numbers, “In Times Like 
These” and “Meet the People.” Miss 


Uneertain Glory 
Werner Bros. release of Robert Buckner 
predu Stars Errol Flynn and Paul 
Lukas eautures Jean Sullivan and Lucile 
Wats Directed by Raoul Walsh, Screen- 
ph I le Vadnay and Max Brand, from 
story by Joe May and Laszlo Vadnay: cam- 

era. S d Hiekex: editor, George Amy: music, 
As Deutsch; music director, Leo F. 
bor Previewed in_N._ Y., April 3, 
"44. ng time, 102 MINS, 
Bonet. Paul Lukas 
Mat ....Jean Sullivan 
Mine cp Lucile Watson 
Captain Mobile Guard........James Flavin 
Police Commissioner..... Douglas Dumbrille 
Father Le Clerc. Dennis Hoey 
Henri Duval. Sheldon Leonard 
Wallis Clark 
Wi > .... Art smith 
Innkeeper. Carl Harbaugh 
Drovers Wife Mat Servoss 
Restaurant Keeper.e.++. ha 
Executioner e 
Pierre Bonet Ww ilberg 
! ne Sanford | 
ricer... Pelix Basch | 


France under the Nazis is again 
being portrayed, this time in War- 
ners’ “Uncertain Glory,” a psycho- 
logical, melodramatic study that is 
lengthy and frequently tedious. How- 
ever. with Errol Flynn and Paul Lu- 
kas for the marquee it will do OK. 

“Glory” is more a yarn of two 
people than any group of people, it 
is scattered in its development of 
both narrative and characters; it is 
slow-paced and possessive of little 
action, Lack of action, perhaps, might 
be excusable in melodrama—provid- 
jing that there -is the omniscient 
thought of impending action. War- 
ners brought home that thought very 
forceably in its recent “Destination 
Tokyo.” Story is involved. dealing 
with a surete inspector and the ob- 
ject of his longtime chase (Flynn). 

The film’s opening finds Flynn be- 
ing led to the guillotine for murder. 
A British flying squadron bombs the 
prison, upsetting the execution and 
leading to Flynn’s escape. Then fol- 
lows once again the chase by Lukas, 
the capture and the subsequent plan 
by Flynn, at first for escape reasons, 
to give himself up as a saboteur so 
that 100 French hostages could go 
free, The idea is that thus he would 
be doing the only redeeming thing 
in his life. i 

Lukas’ performance is as com- 
mendable as the story permits while 
Flynn is the victim of an unlikely, 
poorly developed characterization. 
Jean Sullivan, newcomer, is an in- 
teresting face as the romance oppo- 
site Flynn, though she still needs 
schooling in the straight dramatics. 
Lucile Watson has little to do as the 

wn matriarch. 

‘Orin seems to be difficult to-cut, 


at’ hat it needs badly. 
though that’s w 


Ball is decorative; while Lahr gar- 
ners a few laughs in his infrequent 
appearances. Direction by Charles 
Reisner is bumpy. Walt. 


Andy Hardy's Blonde 
Trouble 
(ONE SONG) 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re 


leuse, Features Mickey Rooney, Lewis 
Stone, Fay Holden, Sara Haden, Herbert 
Marshal], Bonita Granville, WKeye luke, 
Lee Wilde and Lyn Wilde. Directed by 


George B. Seitz. Based upon eharacters 
created by Aurania Rouveral: story and 
adaptation, Harry Ruskin, Williain Lu Wig | 
and Agnes Christine Johnston; editor, | 
George White; camera, Lester White Pre- | 


viewed in N. Y., March 30, ‘44. Running 


time, 107 MINS, 

De, M...d¢ Standish. Herbert Marshall 
Bonita Granville 
Mrs. Townsend..............Marta Linden 


This series goes on like Tenny- | 
son’s brook, which ‘is almost true of 
“Andy Hardy’s Blonde Trouble.” It’s 
way overboard at 107 minutes. The 
14th in the Hardy series, all of 
which have featured Lewis Stone 
and Mickey Rooney, it will probably 
do all right, though it’s under par. 
Editor George White could have 
found many spots where the scissors 
could have done valuable service. 

This time Rooney goes to college, 
the same one from which Stone, 
playing his father, had graduated. 
It’s now co-ed, however, and 
Rooney, doing a likeable but partly 
impish sole, gets himself into plenty 
of hot water, especially with twins 
and another girl. His difficulties 
ultimately reach the point where 
he’s going to leave college but 
through a chance visit of his father, 
as he’s about to push off, things are 


Meet the People 
(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, April 4. 
Metro release of E. Y. Harburg produc- 
tion, Stars Lucille Ball, Dick Powell; fea- 
tures Virginia O’Brien, Bert Lahr, Rags 
Ragland, June Allyson, Vaughn Monroe or- 
chestra, Spike Jones City Slickers. Directed 
by Charles Reisner. Screenplay by 8S. M. 
Herzig and Fred Saidy, suggested by story 
by Sol and Ben Barzman and Louis Lantz; 
' Robert Surtees; editor, Alexander 
Tradeshown in L, A. April 3, ‘44. 


camera, 


99 MINS 
Running time MINS, : 
Julie Lucille Ball 
Wm. ‘“‘Swanee’’ Swanson...... Dick Powell 
“Woodpecker” Virginia O’Brien 
The Bert Lahr 
Mr. Rags’? Ragland 
Uncle Felix. Steve Geray 
Mr. Howard Freeman 
John .2..John Craven 
Monte Rowland...... oe --..Morris Ankrum 
Miriam | La\ elle 
Ziggie Talent 
Oriental and Hari 
When “Meet the People” was 


staged as a musical revue in Holly- 
wood, mainly with new talent, back 
about five years, Metro bought the 
film rights. Resemblance between 
the two ends with the title. Story 
is both innocuous and unimportant, 
dragging in many spots, and only 
serves to mount number of produc- 
tion numbers and specialties. Laugh 
moments are spaced too far apart, 
and picture will do only fair biz in 
the regular runs without much 
chance of holdovers in the keys. 
There’s a flock of talent on dis- 


play. §ome is spotlighted to fine 
advantage, while other personali- 
ties are lost in the shuffle. Spike 


Jones and his City Slickers, novelty 
and clowning musical group, catch 
attention with production number 
built around song, “Schicklegruber,” 
by Sammy Fain and E. Y. Harburg, 
which is one of the best caricatures 
of Hitler and Mussolini filmed to 
date. Oriental dance team of Mata 
and Hari cleverly and showmanly 
stop the show. 

Vaughn Monroe and his orchestra 
open with a fast musical routine, 
with Ziggie Talent clicking with 
gesticulating presentation of the 
vocal, to get picture off to good start. 
Monroe and band are on later for 
Monroe to sing “In Times Like 
These” and to assist with song, “I 
Like to Recognize the Tune,” which 
June Allyson delivers in solid style 
with Monroe, Talent, Virginia 
O’Brien and harmony girls aiding. 

Bert Lahr’s particular brand of 
comedy is restricted, with comedian 
getting one specialty, a dropped-in 
number for him to deliver “Heave 
Ho” with male chorus, Rags Ragland 
also gets one rather unfunny black- 
out,, but Virginia O’Brien breaks 
through with a nifty comedy tune, 


cleared up to the satisfaction of the 
dean. Herbert Marshal] plays the 
latter in a very polished and in- 
gratiating manner. 

Both Rooney and Stone perform 
smoothly although handicapped by 
the slowness of the script as well as 
some inconsequential scenes. Out- 
and very cute are the 
young ilde twins (Lee and Lyn), 
while Bonita Granville acquits her- 
self creditably. Lee Wilde sings a 
brief portion of a song, “You'd Be 
So Easy to Love,” topped by a short 
dance bit with the other Wilde girl. 
Cast members not in much footage 
include Fay Holden, Sara Haden, 
Keye Luke, Jean Porter and Marta 
Linden. All do satisfactorily. 

Char. 


Her Primitive Man 
Universal release of Michael 
Ernest Pagano production. Stars 
Allbritton, Robert Paige; features 
Benchley, E. E. Horton. Helen 
Walter Catlett, Ernest Truex. Directed by 
Charles Lamont. Screenplay by Michael 
Fessier, Ernest Pagano from story by Dick 
Irving Hyland; camera, Charles Van Er ger; 
editor, Ray Snyder. At State, N. Y week 
March 30, ‘44. Running time, 80 MINS, 
Sheila Winthrop.... Allbritton 
Pete Matthews 


l essier- 
Louise 
Robert 

Broderick, 


Louise 


Martin Osborne....... Robert Benchley 
Orrin Tracy.........Edward Everett Horton 
Mrs. Winthrop.......... .Helen Broderick 
Marcia Stafford........ Stephanie Bachelor 
Gerald Van Horn....... Louis Jean Hevdt 
Aunt Penelope.............Nydia Westman 
Aunt Field 


Co-starring combo of Louise All- 
britton and Robert Paige again clicks 
nicely in this second feature in which 
they’re starred. Making no pretense 
of being more than a whacky farce- 
comedy, “Her Primitive Man” is a 
solid dualer. 

Fable is a screwball one about 
book-publisher Robert Benchley who 
loses plenty when anthropolgy so- 
ciety prexy, Louise Allbritton, brands 
his work on head-hunters a fraud. 
Robert Paige, who's been authoring 
this book from a Havana casino, 
aided and abetted by Edward Everett 
Horton, bartender, who frames the 
yarn from his old jungle experiences, 
is stranded financially and decides to 
get revenge on very social Miss All- 
britton. Frames her to go on an ex- 
pedition after a savage and manages 
to disguise himself as a head-hunter. 
Per usual in such a screwy yarn, he’s 
brought back to N. Y. by Miss All- 
britton so she can study his reactions 
to civilization, and incorporate them 
in a novel. 

At the same time, Paige cuts him- 
self in for $10,000 by promising an 


Miniature Reviews 


“Uncertain Glory” (WB). 
Errol Flynn and Paul Lukas 
melodrama will get business. 

“Meet the People” (Musical) 
(M-G). Lightweight entertain- 
ment will have to depend on 
names for nominal biz. 

“Andy Hardy’s Blonde Trou- 
ble” (M-G) . Fourteenth in the 
series; OK entertainment. 

“Her Primitive Man” (U). 
Louise Allbritton, Robert Paige, 
Robert Benchley in lively farce; 
strong dual supporter. 

“Lumberjack” (UA). Another 
Hopalong Cassidy to please Wil- 
liam Boyd fans. 

“Weird Woman” (U). Meller 
okay dualer in program houses. 


“Arizona Whirlwind” (Mono), 
Conventional western. 

“Rosie the Riveter” (Rep). 
Lively dualer with warplant 
background. 

“Lady in the Death House” 
(PRC). Minor meller, can pass 


as sub-dualer. 

“Cowboy and the Senorita” 
(Rep). Roy Rogers western gets 
fine support from Mary Lee. 
Okay dualer. 


Prof. Septimus Carr....... 


sion while masquerading as a savage. 
With such a setup, further complica- 
tions develop because Paige is pur- 
sued by a man-crazy heiress to 
whom he’s indebted for $10,000. Fare- 
ical possibilities are aided by crisp 
dialog. 

Louise Allbritton, who made this 
before her overseas trek, is superb as 
anthropology society prexy who tests 
the primitive man’s reactions. Rob- 
ert Paige makes an adroit partner as 
he shifts from savage garb to that 
of author to maintain the deception, 
Robert Benchley has a typical role. 
though secondary, as are Horton and 
Helen Broderick, as a stuffy socialite. 
Oscar O'Shea, though not featured. 
steals many scenes as the father who 
wants his daughter (Miss Allbritton) 
happily married, and not to a stuffed 
shirt. Walter Catlett and Ernest 
Truex have virtual bits. Stephanie 
Bachelor is brilliant as the “other 
woman,” the rich young gal pursuing 
Paige. Support is topped by Sylvia 
Field, Ian Wolfe and Nydia West- 
man. 

Scripting by Michael Fessier and 
Ernest Pagano (credited also as pro- 
ducers) makes this jell. Camera work 
of Charles Van Enger is bright. 

, Wear. 


Lumberjack 


United Artists release of Harry A. Sher- 
man production. Stars William Boyd; fea- 
tures Andy Clyde, Jimmy Rogers, Herbert 
Rawlinson snd Ellen Hall. Directed by 
Lesley Selander, Screenplay, Norman Hous- 
ton, from characters created by Clarncee E. 
Mulford; camera, Russell Harlan. Reviewed 
in projection room, N. Y¥., March 31, °44. 
Running time, 65 MINS, 


Hopalong Cassidy............ William Boyd 
California Andy Clyde 
Jimmy Rogers...............Jimmy Rogers 
thal Wales 
Douglas Dumbrille 
Jordan..... ct John Whitney 
sees Hal Taliaferro 
wus Henry Wills 


Like its 52 predecessors in ‘the 
Hopalong Cassidy series, this film is 
geared for profitable business in the 
subseguents on the lower rung of 
dual bills. 

Action-filled with some _ fancy 
horse-riding by William Boyd, as 
Hoppy, and his cohorts, and with 
some fairly realistic knock-down- 
drag-out fisticuffs, picture was filmed 
in the woodlands of the High Sierras 


|and has caught the beauty of that 


locale. 

Yarn finds Ellen Hall, whose hus- 
band has been killed by an unknown 
assailant, inclined to make a deal 
with two conniving land agents for 
her virgin-timber property, despite 
the advice of Boyd not to sign the 
papers. Because of the loafing by the 
lumberjacks who are in cahoots with 
the businessmen. Miss Hall is un- 
able to meet delivery date on the 
lumber, but, fortunately, Boyd con- 
vinces the homesteaders, who for- 
merly worked the land but had been 
evicted, to come back to work. He 
also succeeds in tracking down the 
killer. 

Interspersed is the comedic char- 
acter acted by Andy Clyde, who, as 
usual, does neatly. Sten. 


Weird Woman 
Hollywood, March 31. 


Universal release of Oliver Drake produc- 
tion, Stars Lon Chaney, Anne Gwynne, 
Evelyn Ankers. Directed by Reginald Le 
Screenplay by Brenda Weisherg: 
adapted by W. Scott Darling, based on 
Inner Sanctum Mystery by Fritz Leiber, 
Jr.; camera, Virgil Miller; editor, Milton 
Carruth. 


Previewed March 30, 1944. Run- 
ning time, 62 MINS, 
Prof. Millard Sawtelle........ Ralph Morgan 
Grace Gunnison........... Elisabeth Risdon 


Evelyn Sawtelle...........Elizabeth Russell 
..Harry Hayden 
David Jenning&........... Phil Brown 


This is second of Inner Sanctum 
mysteries which are based on the 
mental, rather than physical, stress 


expose of her socialite, uppish man- 


which results in murders and usual 


mysterious imagination and super- 
stition. It’s a standard dual supporter 
and okay for the secondary and nabe 
houses, 

Picture hits slow pace in early 
reels to establish characters and 
foundation for the series of mysteri- 
ous events, after which it gains mo- 
mentum and fairly fast clip through 
directorial efforts of Reginald Le 
Borg. 

Reared by natives of a South Sea 
island, Anne Gwynne marries pro- 
fessor Lon Chaney who brings her to 
the college town, along with charms 
and rituals to dispell evil spirits. 
Evelyn Ankers jealously starts whis- 
pering campaign against Chaney and 
his bride, resulting in a suicide and 
murder, in addition to intense men- 
al confusion of the couple, before 
trot figures solution through trap- 


ping of Miss Ankers to admit her 
machinations. 
Chaney, Miss Gwynne and Miss 


Ankers combine adequately for the 
three leads. Support is okay. 
Walt. 


Arizona Whirlwind . 


Monogram release of Robert Tansey pro- 
duction. Stars Ken Maynard, Hoot Gib- 
son and Bob Steele. Directed by Robert 
Tansey. Sereenplay, Frances Kavanaugh; 
camera, Edward Kull; editor, Jehn 
Fuller. At New York theatre, N. Y., week 
of March 28, ‘44, dual. Running time, 
59 MINS. 

Hoot Gibson....... Hloot Gibson 
Rath Myrna Dell 

Jim Lockwood....... re. Dan White 
Chas. Murray, Jr. 

Third in stagecoach series built 


around Ken Maynard, Hoot Gibson 
and Bob Steele, “Arizona Whirl- 
wind” is standard western fare with 
broad doses of comedy. Prime for 
the duals, with plenty of name 
values for hoss opera coterie. 

Yarn has protagonists meeting 
band of’ diamond-looters intent on 
disposing of gems via ruse. Heavies 
are thwarted, but not until Jimmy} 
Valentine situation introduced 
and boys are forced to shoot it out 
on. several fronts. 

Starring trio gives good account 
of itself despite story deficiencies. 
Camera and direction hold up. 


Rosie the Riveter 


(SONGS) 

Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro- 
duction, Stars June Frazee and Frank 
Albertson; features Vera Vague, Frank 
Jenks and Lloyd Corrigan. Directed by 
Joseph Santley. Screenplay, Jack Townley 
and Aleen Leslie, from story by Dorothy 
Curnow Handley: music director, Morton 
Seott; camera, Reggie Lanning; editor, 
Ralph Dixon. Reviewed in projection 


room, N. 
75 MINS, 


March 30, ‘44. Running time, 


Grandma Quill..............Maude Eburne 
Carl ‘‘Alfalfa’’ Switzer 


This is a light, fairly amusing film 
that should find little trouble garner- 
ing bookings on the duals. 

Based on the Satevepost story, 
“Room for Two,’ by Dorothy Cur- 
now Handley, “Rosie the Riveter” is 
a modernized, lower-budgeted ver- 
sion of “You Can’t Take It With 
You,” with that boardinghouse aura 
plus a warplant background. Jane 
Frazee and Frank Albertson, in the 
leading roles, supported by an able 
cast headed by Vera Vague and 
Frank Jenks, give added value to the 
pic. 

Yarn deals with four warplant 
workers who are forced to live in 
one room because of a housing short- 
age, the men using the room at cer- 
| tain hours and the two women lodg- 
ing there the remainder of the time. 
With something alway$ going on in 
the boarding house due to the ex- 
uberance of the landlady’s large fam- 
ily, and the constant tiffing of the 
four who share the one room, sev- 


eral amusing sequences are regis- 
tered. Conclusion finds Miss Frazee 


and Albertson paired off, and Miss 
Vague and Jenks a cooing duo. 

Miss Frazee sings two songs, un- 
billed and not too memorable, in neat 
fashion. A nroduction number wind- 
ing up the 75 minutes presents a line 
of dancing girls, a chorus of singers 
and Miss Frazee giving out with the 
title tune. Sten. 


Lady in the Death House 
PRC release 
Jean 


of Jack Schwarz production 


Stars Parker and Lionel Atwill: fea- 
tures Douglas Fowle Murcia Mae Jones 
and Robert Middlemass. Directed by Steve 
Sekley. Screenplay, Harry ©. Hoyt. from 
original by Frederick ©. Davis; camera, 


Gus Peterson; editor, Robert O. Crandall. 
At New York theatre, N.Y., week of March 


28, '44, dual. Running time, 56 MINS, 

State’s Attorney........Robert Middlemass 
Gregory....... George Irving 
Taylor 


“Lady in the Death House” is an 
overcharged meller that’s short on 
credibility and dated in its dramatic 
motif. Can fill as dualer. 

Hoary theme deals with an inno- 
cent gal (Jean Parkeft) who is saved 
from the hot seat through the last- 


minute efforts of Lionel Atwill and 


‘ 


Douglas Fowley. Atwilf plays crim- 
inologist who rounds up the rea] 
sulprit, and Fowley furnishes heart 
interest opposite Miss Parker. 
Acting and production fairish, both 
being hamstrung by stilted yarn, 


Cowboy and the Senorita 
(SONGS) 


Republic production and release, Stara 
Roy Rogers; features Mary Lee and Dale 
Evans, Directed by Joseph Kane; screen. 
play, Gordon Kahn from story by Brads 
ford Ropes; music director, Walter Seharr: 
camera, Reggie Lanning; editor, Tony Mar. 
tinelli; songs, Ned Washington, Phil One 
man; dance direction, Larry, Ceballos, Re. 
viewed in projection room, March 24, ‘44, 
Running time, 77 MINS, 


Chip Williams Mary Lee 
Ysobel Martinez Dale Evans 
Craig John Hubbard 
Teddy Wear....Guinn “Big Boy’’ Williams 
Lulubelle.......- Dorothy Christy 
Specialty Dancers: Cappella and Patricia, 
Jane Beebe and Ben Rochelle, Tito and 
Corinne Valdez, 


Themselves: Bob Nolan and the Sons of the 


Pioneers, 


There’s enough routine cowboy 
stuff in this combo musical-western 
to satisfy the average cinema thrill- 
seeker, but chief appeal rests in the 
musical and dance sequences. 

Weak story revolves around treas- 
ure buried in goldmine bequeathed 
to Mary Lee and efforts of John 
Hubbard to take possession. Roy 
Rogers performs as usual with 
guitar, and with pipes putting over 
title tune in good form. Singing 
honors, however, rest with person- 
able Miss Lee, for whom role as the 
16-year-old sparkplug was made to 
order. 

Dale Evans, Bob Nolan with Sons 
of the Pioneers, and the dance 
teams, Cappella and Patricia, Jane 
Beebe and Ben Rochelle, Tito and 
Corinne Valdez, are well spotted, 
Guinn Williams, Fuzzy Knight, Dor- 
othy Christy and Lucien Littlefield 
do okay by comedy. Donn. 


Navy Relief Will Benefit 
$300,-400,000 As Share 
Of Par’s ‘Dr. Wassell’ 


Washington, April 4. 

In addition to presentation of a 
check for $23,000 to the Navy League 
of the U. S. Saturday night (1) as 
proceeds for the showing in Con- 
stitution Hall here of “Story of Dr. 
Wassell,” sponsored by the League, 
estimated by Cecil B. DeMille, pro- 
ducer of the picture, that somewhere 
between $300,000 and $400,000 will be 
turned over to the Navy. This is in 
accordance with arrangements made 
for the filming of the story under 
which a percentage of the profits will 
be donated for the benefit of Navy 
Relief. 

The $23,000 realized on the Satur- 
day preview, attended by cabinet 
members, Government officials, 
Army-Navy higher-ups and others, 
went to the Navy Dept.’s Red Cross 
1944 War Fund Campaign. Saturday 
night’s (1) performance in the huge 
Constitution Hall was the first ex- 
cepting for Par officials and a pri- 
vate screening for President Roose- 
velt with whom DeMille visited 
Thursday (30), accompanied by Dr. 
Corydon M. Wassell. 

Cost of picture, including prints, 
will run $3,100,000, DeMille’s most 
expensive production to date. Sched- 
uled for tradeshowing April 21, it 
will probably go into the Rivoli, 
N. Y., for a run early in May at ad- 
vanced admissions. DeMille declared 
that this picture, like others he has 
made in the past for Par, will be 
sold separately. 

When DeMille gets back to the 
Coast, leaving here tomorrow (Wed.), 
he will complete shooting a special 
prolog for “Sign of the Cross,” which 
is being reissued. He is shooting 
around 1,000 feet at a cost of around 
$150,000. Following that stint, with a 
print of the prolog expected to be 
shipped to N. Y. May 1, DeMille will 
prepare for his next feature, “Ru- 
rales,” story of Mexico. He had 
started working on the picture when 
one night re heard President Rooses 
velt’s broadcast on Dr. Wassell, ime 
mediately getting a priority on the 
title and filming of the story. In less 
than 24 hours, four other producers 
had Sought to register the title. 


Ellison’s Dune-Hanger 


‘Hollywood, April 4. 
James Ellison draws top spot in & 
new serial, “The Desert Hawk,” 
slated to start April 24 at Columbia. 
Rudy Flothow production will be 
directed by B. Reeves Eason. 


Chi’s First Femme P.A. 
Chicago, April 4. 
Virginia Seguin is the first woman 
film exploiteer in this area. Jay 


Frank, in charge of the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox office here, named her to 
succeed Mike Weiss, who was trans- 
ferred to Philadelphia. 

Miss Seguin formerly was Frank's 
secretary, 
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H.0.’s Dull B'way Albeit ‘Cover Girl 
Hot $118,000; ‘Primitive’-Hines OK 
256, ‘Hargrove 


While Broadway business was be- 
Jow normal over the weekend and 
on Monday (3), the increased scales 


which went into effect April 1 on 
advent of the new tax are not en- 
tirely blamed, since Palm Sunday 


ushered in Holy Week. A rainy Sun- 
day (2) also may have hurt. In addi- | 
tion, all but three houses are hold- 
over, most of them pretty far down 
on runs, 

Nothing. however, is retarding the 
Music Hall this week. Playing “Cover 
Girl,” backed by a fine merchandis- 
ing campaign, radio and other breaks, 
it will get a smash $118,000 the first 
seven days ending tonight (Wed.). 
The usual Easter spectacle which al- 
ways attracts at this time of the year 
is on the stage in addition to a reg- 
ular presentation unit, 

State, with a new one in “Her 
Primitive Man.” plus Ear] “Father” 
Hines’ orch and Leo Carrillo in per- 
son, is not getting so mucn of a play 
but will be okay at $25,000 or near. 
Only other arrival of the past week 
was “Weird Woman,” which won't be 
held by the Rialto at an indicated 
$8,000, just fair. 

In its second week with “Heavenly 
Body” and, on stage, Jimmy Durante, 
Bonita Granville, Raye and Naldi, 
Sonny Dunham orch, the Capitol is 
holding up well and should hit $55,- 
000 or near, holding further. Para- 
mount continues at a good gait, with 
the sixth week having ended last 
night (Tues.) for “Lady in Dark,” 
Xavier Cugat and Dean Murphy, at 
$62,000. Show will remain a total of 
10 weeks. 

The Roxy today (Wed.) ushers in 
“Four Jills in a Jeep,” with Harry 
Richman, the DeMarcos and . Dave 
Apollon in person, following four 
weeks with “Purple Heart,” plus 
Count Basie orch, Carol Bruce and 
Zero Mostel. Final frame dropped 
to $50,000, not so good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 60-$1.20)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Started third stanza Monday (3) 
after socking through to $34,000 on 
second, very big. Initial five days 
close to $30,000, immense. 

Capitok (Loew’s) 


—‘Heavenly Body” (M-G) and, in 
person, Jimmy Durante, Bonita 
Granville, Raye and Naldi, Sonny 


Dunham orch (2d wk). Holding 
up strong, with $55,000 or near sight- 
ed on first holdover session: initial 
seven days went to a fancy $70,000. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
—‘The Impostor” (U) (2d-final wk). 
Failing to get anywhere, with no 
more than about $11,000 in view. 
mild, while first week was only fair 
at less than $20,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,416: 60-$1.10)— 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (3d-final 
wk). Maintaining good gait at $12,- 
000, while last week (2d) was $14,- 
000. “Rationing” (M-G) opens Sat- 
urday (8), 


Gotham (Brandt) (900; 50-98)— 
“Women in Bondage’ (Mono) (2d | 
wk). Pulling well at $10,000 and 


will be held; initial seven days was 

$12,000, nice for this little-seater, 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 
—‘‘Passage Marseille’ (WB) 
wk). Down to $15,000 on the seventh 
stanza through last night (Tues.), 
but fair profit. Last week (6th) 
wasn’t much better at $17,800. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.10)— 
“Ali Baba” (RKO) (3d wk). Good 
enough at $19,000 to be retained 
over Easter; last week (2d) was 
$23,000, nice. 

Paramount (Par) 
—‘‘Lady Dark” (Par), Xzevier Cu- 

gat orch, and Dean Murphy (7th 
wk). Still pulling stoutly, the sixth 
week ended last night (Tues.) hav- 
ing hit $62,000. The prior (5th) week 
went to $75,000, exceptionally good. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 60-$1.10)—“Cover Girl” 

(Col) and stageshow, plus yearly 
Easter spectacle. Very big from the 
opening gun, and should come un- 
der the wire for a mammoth $118.- 
000. Last week, fourth for “Up in 
Arms” (RKO), terrific money-maker 
here, was $99,000, very strong. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)— 
“Weird Woman” (U). Not doing well 
at $8.000 and won’t hold. Last week 
“Tunisian Victory” (M-G). official 
war picture, disappointed badly at 
$6.800. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 85-$1.70)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (11th wk). Be- 
ing Holy Week, this one stands to 
drop, with the 10th week ending last 
night (Tues.) at $39,000. Previous 
(9th) round was $46,000, very good. 

Roxy (20th) 5,886: 60-$1.20)—“Four 
Jills in a Jeep” (20th) and on stage, 
Harry Richman, the DeMarcos and 
Dave Apollon, open today (Wed.). 
“Purple Heart” (20th) and Count Ba- 
sie orch, Carol Bruce and Zero Mos- 
tel went four weeks. finale being 
weakish $50,000, while the third 
stanza was rather good $64,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-85)—“Her 
Primitive Man” (U) (1st run) and, in 
person, Earl “Father” Hines’ orch 
and Leo Carrillo. Not hitting a fast 
pace but will be all right at $25,000 
or close. Cast week, “Whistling in 


(3,664; 50-$1.10) 


(4,820: 60-$1.20) | 


60-$1.20) | 
(8th | 


Robust 346 for 2d 


Brooklyn” (M-G) (1st run) and Will 
Osborne orch, $24,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,756: 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) and Russ 
Morgan orch (4th-final wk). Off to 
about $33,000, rather light, while last 
week (3d) went to nearly $38,000, 
oke. “Uncertain Glory” (WB) and 
Ted Lewis move in Friday (7). 
Victoria (Maurer) (720; 60-$1.10)— 
“Voice in Wind’ (UA) (4th wk). On 
third lap. ended last night (Tues.) | 
okay at $10,000, while the second | 
finished at over $11,000. 


HEART-VAUDE 
MILD 226 


Washington, April 4. 
With only one new attraction 
downtown “The Purple Heart,” busi- 


60-$1.20)— 


vaude. Average $5,000 in four days. 
Last week “Women in War” (Rep) 
and vaude, oke $6,000, same run. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 32-55)— 
“Cover Girl’ (Col). Sturdy $10,000 
in second stanza after great $15,000 
opener. 

Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 32-55)— 
“Morgan’s Creek” (Par). Solid $5,- 
700 on moveover. Last week, “Pur- 
ple Heart” (20th) and “Best Gal’ 
(Rep), nifty $5,000 on moveover, 


Seattle Biz Slows Up 
But ‘S.R.0.’ Wow 1636; 
‘Woman Town’ Mild 86 


Seattle, April 4. 

Upped price scales starting with 
Federal tax, Holy Week and batch 
of holdovers hold back big totals 
this session, Even the _ Liberty 
joined the downtown parade by 
jumping to same top general ad- 
mish, 80c, from its former 65e. Other 
spots upped from 75c to 80c. Leader 
is “Standing Room Only” at the Para- 
mount. “Spotlight Scandals,” with 
vaude, is terrific at the Palomar. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 40-75 and 45-80)—"Morgan’s 
Creek” (Par) (3d wk). Trim $6,000. 


ness is back to normal. 


holdover. “Song of 
is boffo at Palace 


above par on 
Bernadette” also 
On second session, 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 34-72)— 
“Purple Heart” with vaude. Praised 
by crix but only mild $22,000. Last 
week, “Swing Fever” (M-G) with 
vaude headed by Martha Raye, fine 
$25,500. 

Columbia (Loew) 
“Guy Named Joe” 
week downtown. 
week, hurt by rain, $7,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,240; 70-85)—“Cover 
Girl” (Col) (2d wk) with vaude. 
Fine $19,000. First week was sock 


$26,500. 
(RKO) (1,800; 44-70)— 


Keith's 
“Snow White” (RKO) (Reissue) (2d 


(1.234; 34-72)— 
(M-G). Fourth 


“Heart” is| 
mild at Capitol despite crix praise. | 
Cover Girl” has the Earle away} 45.99) “Song Russia 


Nifty $8,500. Last | 


Last week “No Time Love” (Par) 
(3th wk), 8 days, dandy $5,300. 

Fifth Avenue (2,349; 40-75) and 
(M-G) and 
“Hi Good Lookin’” (U). Good $10,- 
500. Last week “Jane Eyre” (20th), 
great $13,500. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 40-65 and 
45-80)—“‘Woman of Town” (UA) and 
“Beautiful, but Broke’ (Col). So-so 
$8,000. Last week “Jack London” 
(UA) (2d wk), oke $6,700. 

Musie Box (H-E) (850; 40-75 and 
45-80) —‘Jane Eyre” (20th) (3d wk). 
From day-date at Fifth and Music 


Hall. Big $6,500. Last week “Pur- 
ple Heart’ (20th) (2d wk), fair 
$4.800. 


Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 40-75 and 
45-80) —"Action Arabia” (RKO) and 
“Timber Queen” (Par). Slow $5,000. 
Last week “Eyre” (20th), so-so 
$6,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-75 and 


wk). Good $14,000. Last week, red 
hot $22,000. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,800: 40-66) 


‘Good Looking’ Tilted 
To Bangup $20,000 By 


Indianapolis, April 4. 
lull is minimized here 
by line of click attractions. “Hi, 
Good Looking,’ sparked by Jimmy 
Dorsey's band, is grabbing the tall 
coin at Circle. ‘The Sullivans,” at 
the Indiana, leads the straight film- 
ers with “Cover Girl” still going big 
in second week at Loew's. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 55-70) 
—“‘Hi, Good Looking” (U) and 
Jimmy Dorsey band. Fat $20,000 on 
band draw: Last week “Bernadette,” 
fair $9,900 on holdover after mild 
$19,000 first stanza at 75-$1.10 scale. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 32-55) 


Pre-Easter 


|—Sullivans” (20th) and “Timber 
| Queen” (Par). Fine $13,500. Last 
week ‘Miracle Morgan’s Creek” 
(Far). Sock $15,000. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,200: 35-55)— 
“Doughboys Ireland” (Col) and 


—‘“Higher and Higher” (RKO). Just | 


average $6,500 on moveover. Last} 
week, “None Shall Escape” (Col).| 
| nice $8,500. 

“Palace (Loew) (2,242; 75-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk). Solid 


J. Dorsey in Indpls. 


45-80)—“‘Seabees” (Rep) (2d wk), 
| Fair $7,000 in six days. Last week 
| sock $17,400. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 
and 35-80):— “Spotlight Scandals” 
(Meno) plus vaude. Terrific $12,000. 
week “Casanova Burlesque” 
| (Rep), with Fifi D’Orsay heading 
| vaude, okay $9,600. 

Paramount (H-E) (2,039; 40-75 and 

45-80) — “Standing Room” (Par). 
Giant $16,500. Last week “Morgan’s 
Creek” (Par) (2d wk), socko $12,500. 


| Last 


Roosevelt (Stexling) (800; 30-50 
35-55)—“True to Life” (Par) 
and “Hostages” (Par) (2d run). 


Okay $4,500. Last week (40-75) “In 
Our Time” (WB), fairish $3,900. 


| Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 
{15-30 and 20-35) — “Destination 
Tokyo” (WB) and “Aldrich Haunts 


House” (Par) (3d run). 


Fairish $3,- 
500. 


$4,000. 


‘LONDON’ TOPPER IN 
OMAHA, TALL $10,500 


Omaha, April 4. 


Better weather is helping things 
currently. “Jack London,’ at the 


Orpheum, is standout, but “Purple 
Heart,” in the Paramount, is nearly 
as strong, playing solo. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-55) 
i “Jack London” (UA) and “Dancing 
| Masters” (20th). Big $10,500 or near. 
| Last’ week (20-65), “Top Man” (U) 
‘and Earl Carroll “Vanities” on stage, 


Detroit, April 4. 
Rated the poorest week of the 
Lenten season, present session here 
has more new product than usual, 


in new bills. Policy was tried last 
year to carry new product over into 
Easter week, with okay 


Michigan and Fox are in the big 
brackets, former with “Miracle Mor- 
gan’s Creek” and “Three Russian 
Girls” and latter using “Phantom 
Lady” and “Chip Off the Old Block.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (1,700; 55-75) — “Cover 
Girl” (Col) and “Two-Man Subma- 
rine” (Col) (2d wk). Moved here 


after great business at the Fox with 
fine $11,000 sighted. Last week. 
“Sullivans” (20th) (2d wk) and 
“Weekend Pass” (U), $11,500. 
Broadway-Capitol (United De- 
troit) (2,800; 55-75)—“Jack London” 


(UA) and “Escape to Danger” 
(RKO). Brisk $15,000. Last week, 


“Desert Song” (WB) and “Unknown 
Guest” (Mono) (3d wk), okay $15,- 
000 on moveover. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 


five of seven loop houses bringing | 


results. | 
Grosses are due for a dip but the| 


Miracle’- ‘Russian Girls’ Brisk 266, 
Det.; ‘Phantom’- Old Block’ Nice 316 


—“Phantom Lady” 


(U) and “Chi 
Off Old Block” 00. 


(U). Nice $31,000. 


“Two-Man Submarine” (Col), bright 
$38,500. 

Madison (United Detroit) 
55-75) — “Northern Pursuit” 
and “Higher Higher” (RKO). 
in loop for nice $4,800. 
| ‘“Lassie Come Home” 


(1,800; 
(WB) 


(M-G) and 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
55-75) — “Miracle Morgan’s Creek” 
(Par) and “3 Russian Girls” (UA). 
Sprightly $26,000. Last week, “Hour 
Before Dawn” (Par) and Glen Gray 
orch on stage, great $39,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 55-75) — “Heavenly Body” 
(M-G) and “Cross Lorraine” (M-G) 
Bright $18,000. Last week, “Fighting 
Seabees” (Rep) and “Casanova Bur- 
lesque” (Rep) (3d wk), held to good 
$11,000 for finale. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 55-75)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) 
and “Rookies Burma” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Nice $15,000 after last week’s 
grand $21,000. 


| show. 
30-75 | 


$16,200, not bad considering snow- 
storm over weekend. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 15- 
55—‘Purple Heart” (20th). Soaring 
to great $10,000. Last week “Sulli- 
vans” (20th) okay $8,800, but hit by 
blizzard. 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,500: 
“Tarzan's Desert Mystery” 
and “Beautiful but Broke” (Col). 
Okay at $6,500 or a bit over. Last 
week, “None Escape” (Col) and “Hey 
Rookie” (Col), nice $6,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 15-55)— 
“Sullivans” (20th), moved in for sec- 
ond week from Paramount and 
“Timber Queen” (Par) (1st run). 
Stout $9,000. Last week “Crazy 
House” (U) (1st run), so-so $8,200, 


BRIGHT 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 4. 

Holy Week isn't slowing biz too 
badly here. Higher prices aren't 
keeping them away either. “Shine 
On Harvest Moon” opening at the 
Mastbaum is top grosser. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 85-1.20)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (6th wk). Be- 
ginning to show signs of wear but 
still way above average at $17,500. 
Last week, good $19,800. 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600: 40-85)— 
“In Ovr Time” (WB) (2d run). 
Okay $4,500. Last week, “Swing 
Fever” (M-G), okay $3,400 for five 
days of second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2.500: 40-85) — 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Slumping to fairish $15,000 after 
bright $22,300 initialer. 


15-55) — 
(RKO) 


Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-95)—‘Hey, 
Rookie” (Col) with Milt Britton 
orch, Mar¢y McGuire and variety 


Marquee draw is all on stage. 
Moderate $18,500 or near. Last week, 
“Nine Girls” (Col) plus Roy 
Heatherton orch and Jane Withers, 
nice $20,900. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 40-85)—‘Miracle 
Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d wk). 
Husky $25,000. Opener was terrific 
$31,200. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 40-85— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (2d run), 
Robust $8,500. Last week, “Jane 
Eyre” (20th), $8,000 for second run. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2,200; 40-85)— 


Last week “Lassie” (M-G) and | Stand at Earle. 
“Flesh Fantasy” (U) (3d run), good | Marseille” (WB), fair $18,000 for sec- 


Last week, “Cover Girl” (Col) and| “Swing Fever” 


Back | 
Last week, | 


“Fallen Sparrow” (RKO), choice $5,- | 
000 


“Union Pacific” (Par) (reissue). Sad 
| $4.500. Last week, “Higher Higher” 
(RKO) fair $6,000 for second run: 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,692: 40-85)— 
| “Shine Harvest Moon” (WB). Bangup 
| $35,000 plus fine $3,500 for one day’s 
. Last week, “Passage 


| 
| 


ond week. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475: 40-85)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th) (2d wk). 
Drooping to so-so $14,200 after husky 
$21,500 plus $3,500 for “bonus” show- 
ing at Earle last week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475:. 40-85)— 
“None Shall Escape” (Col) (2d wk). 
Mediocre $8,500 after bright $13,200 
last week. 


‘Swing’-Raye, Breezy 
$28,000, Leads Cincy; 
‘Rhythm’ So-So 1236 


Cincinnati, April 4. 

Waiting for the Easter Week 
splurge, ‘major cinemas are launch- 
ing only one new feature. So biz 
generally is quiet. Fresh release, 
“Broadway Rhythm,” is only fair at 
the Palace. At the Albee, where the 
combo policy has been pacing the 
city all season, Martha Raye, vaude 
topper, is boosting “Swing Fever” 
above par. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100: 50-85)—~ 
(M-G) and Martha 
Raye topping vaude. Breezy $28,000. 
Last week, “Nine Girls” (Col) and 
Jimmy Dorsey orch, others, on stage, 
pleasing $26,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 35-65) — 
‘Passage Marseille” (WB) (2d wk). 
Fair $6,500. Stout $12,500 on kickoff. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 25-35)— 

“Rains Came” (20th) and “Under 
Two Flags” (20th) (reissues) split 
with “Amazing Mr. Forrest’ (PRC) 
and “Showdown Valley” (Col). Nor- 
mal $2,600. Last week, “This Wash- 
ington” (RKO) and “Partners of 
Trail’ (Mono) divided with Lady 
Death House” (PRC) and “Mojave 
Firebrand” (Rep), nifty $3,000, 
_ Grand (RKO) (1.430; 35-65)—“Sul- 
livans” (20th) (2d wk). Dull $5,000 
after disappointing $8,500 preem ses- 
sion, 

Keith’s (United) (1,500; 35-65)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO). Holding on 
second moveover fer fourth down- 
town sesh. Okay $4,500. Last week, 
nice $5,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 35-65)—“Chip 


Off Old Block” (U) (2d wk). No 


‘Guy Joe’ Fast $26,000, Chi; Barrie Ups 
‘Uninvited’ Hot AG, Phantom Big 15G 


Chicago, April 4. 
Indications are that most attrac. 
tions will chalk up healthy grosses 
this week, despite being Holy Week, 
Of new arrivals, making it inter. 
esting for Loop theatregoers “A 
Guy Named Joe” at the United Art. 
ists, is headed for strong $26,000, 
Grace Barrie and vaude are upping 
“Uninvited” to hot $45,000 at Chi- 
cago. “Phantom Lady” is big $15,009 

at small Woods. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-95)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) (2d wk). Slick 
$11,000. Last week bright $13,000. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-95)— 


“Uninvited” (Par) and Gracie Barrie 
heading vaude. Grand $45,000. Last 
week “Lost Angel” (M-G) and Tom- 
my Tucker orch on stage, big at 
$47,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 55-95) 
“Navy Way” (Par) and “Can't Ra- 
tion Love” (Par). Good $9,500. Last 
week “Crime Doctor's Case” (Col) 
and “Return Vampire” (Col) (2d 
wk), 5 days, and “Navy Way” (Par) 
and “Ration Love” (Par), 2 days, 


neat $8,500. 
(1,150; 55-95)— 


Grand (RKO) 
“Curse Cat People’ (RKO) and 
“Million Dollar Kid” (Mono). Pleas. 
ing $9,000. Last week “Gov't Giri’ 
(RKO) and “Escape Danger” (RKO) 
(3d wk in Loop), okay $8,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 44-95)— 
“Men on Mind” (PRC) and Louis 
Prima orch on stage. Nice $23,000. 
Last week “3 Russian Girls” (UA) 
and Frankie Masters orch on stage, 
great $26,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-95)— 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO) and “Hate 
check Honey” (U) (2d wk). Spars 


kling $20,000. Last week staunch 
$25,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-95)— 


“Purple Heart” (20th) (3d wk). Sat- 
isfactory $12,500. Last week snappy 
$15,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 80-$1.20) 
—“Bernadette” (20th) (5th wk). Fine 
$27,000. Last week, smooth $30,000, 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
95)—‘Guy Named Joe” (M-G), 
Strong $26,000. Last week “Jane 
Eyre” (20th) (3d wk), smart $14,500. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.200: 55-95)— 
“Phantom Lady” (U). Wow $15,000. 
Last week “Lady and Monster” 
(Rep) (2d wk), 5 days, and “Lady” 
(U), 2 days, nice $12,000. 


BARRON UPS HIGHER,’ 
GREAT $33,000, HUB 


Boston, April 4. 

Boxoffice is sagging all over cure 
rently because of dent made in biz 
by Holy Week, new taxes and upped 
scale and number of _ holdovers. 
However, Blue Baron's band is help- 
ing “Higher and Higher” to a great 
week at the RKO Boston, and “Des- 
ert Song” paired with “Rosie the 
Riveter” is fine on second stanza at 
the Met. 


Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Higher Higher” (RKO) plus Blue 
Barron orch, others, on stage. Great 
$33,000.° Last week “Action Arabia” 
(RKO) plus Tony Pastor orch, Guy 
Kibbee, others, on stage, strong 
$30,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-74)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) and “Casa- 
nova” (Rep). Second stanza _ here 
after moved in from two weeks at 
the Met. Okay $6,000. Last week po- 


tent $8,000. 
Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 40-85)— 
“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Hi Good 
Lookin’” (U) (2d wk). So-so $15,- 
000. Last week, fancy $25,000. — 
Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-74) 
—“Desert Song” (WB) and “Rosie 
Riveter” (Rep) (2d wk). Slipping 
down, but still okay $23,000 for hold- 
over stanza. Last week, stout $29,- 
000, but somewhat below expectancy. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 44-74)— 
“Cover Girl” (Col) (2d wk). Way 
down from initial week, but still 


fairish at $19,000. Last week, giant 
$30,009. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-74)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) and “Casae 
nova” (Rep). Second week at house 
after two strong sessions at Met 
Nice $13,000 for holdover here after 
great $16,000 initialer. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-74)— 
“Cover Girl” (Col) (2d wk). Slipped 
considerably to modest $9,000, fol- 
lowing $15,000, great for this nabe 
house. 

Translux (Translux) (40-74)— 
“Nabonga” (PRC) and ‘Voodoo 
Man” (Mono). Fine $6,500. Last 
week “Million Dollar Kid’ (Mono) 
and “Trans-Atlantic Tunnel” (Indie), 
big $8,000, 


complaints at $4,800. Solid $9,000 on 
first week, 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-65)— 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). So-s0 
$12,500. Last week, “Standing Room 
Only” (Par), big $17,000. 


Shubert (RKC) (2,100; 35-65)— 


“Standing Room Only” (Par). Move- 
over, Swell $6,500. Last week, “Star 
Is Born” (UA) and “Made for Each 
Other” (UA) (reissues), season's low 
at $2,800. 
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5\— wih LEE BOWMAN + JOHN HUBBARD » JANET LAMBERT ong BINNIE BARN ES 
Bored on the Stoge Success "UP IN MABEL'S ROOM” by Otto Harbach and Wilson Collison » Screen Adaptation by Tom Reed » Directed by ALLAN DWAN 
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“Phantom Lady” (U) and “Impostor” | Little Tough Guys. Flesh helping to | hig Ol ‘HOLIDA ROUSING 
( abo 


(U). Nifty $11,000. Last week “Chip | strong $18.000. L ‘WB), return engagement at pop | 

Ott Old Block” «U) and ek “Chip “None scale, excellent $6,000. 000, oke. on top of big $11.000 opener. 

Canteen” (Col), healthy $9.000. ~ | vaude, trim $13,300 after big $18.400 National (Standard Theatres) (2.- | Penn (Loew's-UA) (3.300; 40-65 )— $10,000 IN SLOW BUFF 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 95- | initialer. rae j | 400: 50-75)—"Teen Age” (Indie) and | “Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par). 

$1.20)—“Bernadette” (20th) (8th| Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- Ray Eberle, others, on stage. Despite | Talk of town and doing the business. Buffalo, Apri] 4. 

wk). Neat $3.500. Last week. bet- | 65)—*‘Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). | Holy Week. indications are for solid | Crix tossed their hats in the air. and | Large Catholic populace here natue 

tered sixth stanza at fine $3.800. | Holding very well at $19,000 after | Seer. Last week “Darling Clem-4 even Holy Week can’t stop it from a/ rally slows pace Holy Week. Also 

a Hawaii (G&S) (1.100; 50-$1.00)— | rousing first round to new Jguse high entine” (Rep) and Marion Hutton | hot $19,000. That would be enough | the number of holdovers is not help- 

“Lady and Monster (Rep) and | of $26.300. | heading vaude, $13,000. | to hold but Loew-WB pool wants it |} ing. “Knickerbocker Holiday” looks 

Light $6.-| Maryland (Hicks) (1.240: 25-55)— Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 60- | reopen Warner, Thursday after | best at Hipp. playing first-run. 
; ast week “Women Bondage” |«gouth Pago Pago” (UA) (reissue), | 5!-10)—"Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk). | month's shut-down for remodeling. | Estimates for This Week 


iso “Lady in Dark” (Par) will open | 
here on schedule. Last week, “Ra- Buffalo (Shea) (3.500; 40-70 )—"Ra- 


(Mono) and “Hot Rhythm” (Mono) | yf; ild $3.500. Last week. “Long Voy- | Holdi ng steady pace: satisfactory 


(4th wk), light $2.800. ‘ 
age Home (UA) (reissue). $3.300 $10.000. Last week, robust $15,000. | ; ‘no’? 
756: 50-$1.00) Mayfair (Hicks) : | Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; | tioning” (M-G), mild $15,000. (M-G) and “Passport Suez 
wk) $7 500. (WB) (4th | “Cowboy Canteen” (Col) Nicely | 30-50)—"Rains Came” (20th) and Ritz (WB) (800; 40-65)—"Unin- ‘ Okay at $16,000. Last week 
j ple kay $7,500. Last week, nice | spotted for $4.500. Last week. “Hey | Under Two Flags” (20th)  (reis- | vited” (Par) (2d wk). Moved here | acy ait ag ang cohnny Long 
sana.| Rookie” (Col) (2d wk). all risht |SUes).. Okay $4,500. Last week | from Stanley. Thin $3,000 indicated. | stage, soared to smash 
50-9100) 200 \“Phantom Lady” (U) and “Hitler, | Last week, “Standing Room Only” | $29.000. 
“Im Lady” (U) and | (Mechanic) (1.680: 20-60)— | Dead or Alive” (U), satisfactory | (Par), also from Stanley, $4,000. Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-70) 
week *“Chip Old Block’ “Jane Eyre” (20th) (2d wk) “Started | $4,000. | Senator (Harris) (1,750: 40-65)— | (5 Creek’ (Par) 
“Cowboy Canteen” (Col) nifty | new round yesterday (Mon.) after | and yp Last week, 
‘ i 99 Johnny” (U). Sliding to $2,200, worst | 
—Chip Old Block” (U) (3a run) | “Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (2d wk). S. arkKks lime But |Last week, “Purple Heart” (20th). erbocker Holiday (UA) and 
with Merry Maes and Ada Leonard Holding oke pace at $13.000 after nice ‘ ; - | three days of fourth week brought Mites sess _ Indie). Potent $10.600, : 
orch on stage. Mild $17.000. Last first week with $17.300. Seabees Fine $12, 000, $1,000 on top of $3,600 third week — week | Passage Marseille’ «WB) t 
week “Return Vampire” (Col) and Valencia (Loew's-UA) (1.480: 20- ‘session after coming in from Harris. d wk), nice $8,500, j 
“Crime Dr.’s Strangest Case” (Col) | 60)—“Rationing” (M-G) (moveover). Stanley (WB) (3.800: 40-65 )— Mo” (3,500; 40-70) 
i (both 2d run), with Benny Rubin, | Fair $4.000 after opening downstairs ‘Standing Room’ $18, 000. ‘Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). Last of | F Cried i (U) (2d wk) and “Lucky 
Johnnie Johnston, Nora Martin on}|Century. Last week. similar han- | straight film shows for a while. All- | for 
Stage. thin $16,300. dling of “Sullivans” (20th), healthy Minneapolis, April 4. s- inusical got the bum’s rush from |, 000 for holdover this weck. Last 3 
Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 50-$1.00)— | $6,800. ’ Belated winter storms and dip in | crix: sad at $13,000. Last week. “Un- | week, with _ Always Bridesmaid” 
Gung Ho” (U) and “Hi Good | product quality are held responsible | invited” (Par), better at $15,500. | (U). fancy $15,500. 2 
for a slipping off in biz currently. | ™ 20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 40-70)— f 
|“Rains Came” (20th) and “Under 


Lookin’” (U). Modest $18.000. Las 
eek “Up in Arms” (RKO) | “ANGEL’-‘RATIONING’ 
Nine Girls” (Col) (4th wk-6 days) bla mae. New, slightly tilted prices, Cab Calloway Boosts | Two Flags” (20th) (reissues), Fine i 
which include boosted admission tax, ; $9.000. Last week “Action Arabia” 

NICE $16, 000, DENVER: i namli are meeting no big cus- ‘RKO) and “Career Girl” (PRC), 
| 


stout $12,200. 
> TI ar I Ie 24G Cle 
yer re: is Stk ince, 1ere ire nly tw oO a on to 3 ve ne it $11 000 


Paramount (F&M) (3.389: 50-$1.00) 
Denver, April 4. | ale tant newcomers. “Standing | Cleveland, April 4. 


—‘Miracle Morgan's Creek” (Par) 
“ an “Dati ino’? ” ~ 
Room and “The Fighting Sea- | Federal amusement tilt is not be- | ¢ 9¢ 
ing m this week. with; bees. ‘hile both rate as pleasing, | ing felt , i 
} as as g at local theatres, which are | orve ahioim 


| 


and “Minesweeper” (Par) (2d wk) 
Good $16.500. Last week. strong 


$25.800. 
Paramount Holly wood (F&M) (3 grand session in prospect at t!] - ; : 
$89; 50-$1.00) — “Miracle pheum. Best holdover is! doing average Holy Week biz. “Pur- | 
Creek” (Par) (20 ~k). Nice $10, | Off from recent big totals. ay | ver Girl. ple Heart,” at Hipp, is ace straight 14 500 . Ok P . 
500. Last week perky $15.000. | Ratimntes for This Week Estimates for This Week filmer. Cab Calloway is hiking “Fal- ’ In ay rov. 
RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- Aladdin (Fox) (1 AN) 20-85 | Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 25-35)— con and Co-Eds” to a trim total at 
$1.00)—"Gung ‘U) and “Hil “J ine Evre” (20th) Good "Cl Secret Service’ (Mono) and | Palace. ! =Nothi ence, April 4. 
Look Trim $21.000. | Lookin’ U) d Es a “Be t Gal” (Rep). In five days, good | Estimates for This Week 
ist week Jp in Arms” nd | ire $2,500 Last week “Minesvw S are steady, A third 
“Nine Girls” ‘Co (RKO) quire. Good $7,000. Last eek, | (p ana Minesweeper” ailen (RKO) (3,000; 44-65)——“Ten- | holdover is “Cover Girl” at the 
$11.809 sie (Col) (4th wk), steady | “Passage Marseille’ (WB) and “Hat | plit. wit rc Vermont” (U). | ger Comrade” (RKO) (2d wk). Nice | Strand. Usual Easter week ‘fall ng : 
Ritz (F-WC) (1.372: 50-$1.00)— | pei Honey” (U), moveovers, n ce | “Girl Monterey” (PRC) us $3 000 $6,500. Last week, “Gung Ho ‘U) | off not too much in evidence. i 
“Phantom Lady” and “Impostor” | > (Fox in eight days. (2d wk), ditto. _ Estimates for This Week 
Excellent $8 500 adway Ox) (1.040: 30-65)—| Century (P-S) (1,600: 44-60)— Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 44-65)— | Albee (RKO) (2.300: 44-55)— 
Chip Old Block” (U) and “Cowbov | (WB). Fancy $5.000. Last | Girl” «Cc “Purple Heart” (20th d wi “Corvette K-225" «U) and “Phan- 
i Cant Leta and “Cowboy | week “Tender Comrade” «RK Cover Girl” (Col). Moved here urple Heart” (20th). Boosted with e 2 U) and an j 
ane (Col), profitable $6,500. | “Men on ‘Min URE , (RKO) and | from big week at Radio City. Still vivid showmanship that’s counting tom Lady” (U). Fairly steady $14.- i 
‘Loe Ws-WC) (2.204: after two! rolling at good $7,500. Last weck | [or $18,500, okay. Last week. “Ten- 500. Last week, “Chip Off Old Block” 
I tivate Hargrove” (M-G) |} Denham (Co 4.500. “Lassie Come Home” (M-G) (2q der Comrade” (RKO), modest $17.000, | ‘U» and “Escape Danger” ‘RKO), j 
$25.500 Le Fevei {M-G). Average “Standine 1-750: 30-60). wk). fine $7,000. Lake (Warners) (800; 44-65)— | SUrprising good $14,000. 4 
(M-G) week “Heavenly Body” | Trim $9,000 (Sd | Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 40)—“Hands | “Gung Ho” (U) (3d wk). Off the | Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-55) 
m ld @o8 a. ross Lorraine” (M-G) $11.500 m $9.000. Last week, tall} Across Border” (Rep). Second Roy beam at $2,000 on moveover. Last Pret ge snl (20th) (3d downtown 
Rogers and Trigger picture week. “Lifeboat” (20th), was tor- | Wk). Snappy $4,000. Last week “Ra- 
> (UA-WC rer (Fox) (2.595: 30-63)—" ana irigecr pictiirs to play aun), Was | ’ 144 
50-$1.00) “Guy WB) house, only $3,000, light. Nice $4,000 | Pedoed, $1,600, blah. tioning” (M-G) (2d run), healthy 
Named Joe ime and wo-Man last k with “Jack Ohio (‘Loew’'s) (1.200: 44-65)- $4.000. 
(2d WK). Strong $85 Subm: “ine” (Col wer it Jac N Londot iT A). ve 
powerful $10,700" 96,500. Last week | Sol $13 000. (P-S) (1.100; 44-60)—"Lady | Fishting Seabees” (Rep) (2d wk). ay’s (Fay) (2,000; 44-55)—“Larae 
Uptown (F-WC) (1.715: 50-$1,00)—| “Jane Eyre” (20th) and “H Good n Dark” (Par) (4th wk). A sen- | qfter satistactory $0,000 | 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) and | Lookin’ ” (U) “good 11490 | satic nal run for this. Mild $3,500 in | week. aded by Norvell. Good $7,000. 
“Swing Fever” (M-G) Ple: rad Esquire (F prospect for fina] sesh after good $5.- Palace (RKO) (3.700: 50-95) —“Fal- | Last week “Uncensored” (GB? &! d 
500 Last week ‘Heave rag dv"? | Our Time” (WB) pend r 30-65) In | 000 } i as week, con Co-Eds” (RKO) plus Cab Callo- Rov Rogers heading vaude, solid ' 
(M-G) and “Cross Lorraine” (M-G), | Submai (Col) Orpheum ‘P-S) (2.800: 44-69). | Way orch on stage. Strong turnout |‘ 
£00d $8.700. Bair $2,500 enver.| “Fighting Seabees” (Rep). Highly | ©! hepeats for Cab’s show, boosting Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-55) In 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 50-$1.00) Gtth) and G Jane re | exploited and advei tised. Headed | film to good $24,000. Last week, “Chip Our Time” (WB). Big opening leaves 
i Heavenly Body” (M-G) and | also Denver (U), for strong $12,000. Last week “Pur- Off Old Block” (U) with Chico Marx. page $14,000. Last week 
Cross Lorraine” (M-G). Okay $7.-| Orph RKC ; 19 ; a ple Heart” (20th). good $9.500. Louis Prima orch, on stage, staunch Sullivans” (20th) (2d wk), nice 
000. Last week “Guy Named Joe” | “ pheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-65)—| Radio City (P-S) (4,000: 44-60 $31.000 | $14.000. 
(M-G), terrific $10,800. Gta “Lost Angel”} “Standing “Room O1 ly” (Par). State (Loew's) (2.450: 44-65)— |. Metropolitan (Snider) (3.200: 30- 
w_Wiltern (WB) (2.500: 50-$1.00)—| “Swing Fever" 1.000, | Last week, | Climbing to sock $18,000. Last week | ,Bridge San Luis Rey’ (UA). Heavy 50) — “Sweethearts U.S.A.” (Mono) 
Fine ¢6¢ Marseille” (WB) (4th wk). | Nighties” unit on stone — ) “Gay “Cover Girl” (Col), nice $18°500. but | @’ama a bit turgid; ordinary $12.500. and Charlie Spivak orch on stage. 
ine $6,000. Last week swell $8.000. Paramount ont te FB ete | bad weather break keeping it below |Last week, “Broadway Rhythm” Three- day weekend run, snappy $8. : 
“Leopard Man” (RKO) anc 30-50 | initial estimates. (M-G), good $16,500, but below | 00. week, “Rosie Rivete! 
. ig $11.000. Last yre (20th) (2d wk) Dr Stillman (Locw’s) (2.700: 44-65)— | Meading stage show. Wham $11.00 
IX for istler’ Series and “Sailor's ee Escape : ‘Col) | to fair $6,500 after corking $12,000 Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (2d wk). | for three-day stanza. 
Hollywood, April 4 $10.000.- S Holiday” ‘Co1), fine! first week. | Agreeable $9,000 on moveover. Last (Loew) (3.200; 44-55) — 
Columbia contracted Richard Dix Rialto (Fox) (878: Uptewn (Par). (1,100: 40-50)— week, Standing Room Only” (Par) Fever’ (M-G) and 
for a series of pictures based on the | Marseille” (WB) a 1 Hat | Knick: 
and “Hat First neighborhood  showi ter wee “Knickerbocker Holiday” 
"Rudy Plot ‘Aladdin aver, Es- | four-week run in loop. Big. $3.500. | (UA), and “Two-Man Submarine 
otow produces the first, | Last week “Purple air $2.000. | | Last week “Destination Tokyo” | Mov ed here from Orpheum. Looks (Col), sad $9,000. 
in June, On the Darmour and “Weekend | (WB), good $3.000. okay $2,400 Last week (Silverman) (2,000: 
ot. ass” | via Den- World ‘Par-Steffes) yi}—‘Cover Girl’ (Col) (3d Wk 
ver, Esquire, Aladdin, fair $2,500. “Purple Heart” (oth ia” pe | Come Pages " (UA) (2d wk), $1.800, | opened Monday (3). Second stanza 
wk), aking around $11,000 for fortnight. | caught solid $12,000. 
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BASED ON THE SATURDAY EVENING POST STORY 
“ROOM FOR TWO" BY DOROTHY CURNOW HANDLEY 


REVEL WITH ROSIE! 


... as she welds her way 
to Victory in a merry 
melee of wrenches and 
wenches! 


TER 


JANE FRAZEE 
FRANK ALBERTSON « VERA VAGUE 


FRANK JENKS e LLOYD CORRIGAN 
MAUDE EBURNE e CARL ‘‘ALFALFA’’ SWITZER 


ARTHUR LOFT 
JOSEPH SANTLEY—Director 


SCREENPLAY BY JACK TOWNLEY—ALEEN LESLIE 
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Wednesday, April 5, 1914 


&M Wins No-Rent Suit in St. Louis 
For Summer Layoff; Key City Briefs 


St. Louis, April 4. 
Fanchon & Marco won a suit last 
week when Circuit Judge James E. 
McLaughlin denied a retrial to the 
Ambassador Building Corp., owner 
of the Ambassador theatre, down- 


town delux hich, P fund raised in this territory. He also | 


Jost in an attempt to collect $2,516.13 
yent during the period May 9 to Aug. 
j. 1942, when the house was closed. 
The court’s decison also o.k.'d the 
yight of the Ambassador to play A 
films with the Fox, and to close the 
Ambassador for certain periods 
within the terms of its lease. Under 
current arrangements the F&M in- 


terests divide the available A pix, 


between the Ambassador, Fox and 
Missouri theatres, and the latter two 
houses contribute a certain rental to 
the St. Louis, another midtown de- 
Juxer, to compensate the owners of 
that house for its inability to screen 
A flickers. 

The Building Corp. contended that 
the lessee could only deduct up to 
$1.000 a month when the theatre is 
operating and pictures selected ac- 
cording to a prescribed formula. It 


elso declared that, since the house | 


was closed and no pictures shown. 
the defendant was not entitled to 
anv deduction of its regular monthly 
rental. 

Clarence D. Hill, Columbia man- 
ager here, has pacted deal with 
Harry C. Arthur, Jr., for Fanchon & 
Marco, whereby half of Columbia’s 
1943-44 product will go in three 
F&M’'s deluxers, and St. Louis 


Amusement Co. will use all 44 pic- 
tures for subsequent-run dates. Other 
half of output will be used by Loew's 


!two local deluxers. No F&M houses 


used Columbia films last season 


| H. M. Richey. of Loew’s home- 


oftice. here to welcome new St. Louis 
manager. J. F. Willingham, presented 
a check for $17.005 to local Red Cross 
executive. at St. Louis’ share of R. C. 


| Wetter and V. U. Young. 


| presented a check for $800, this rep- | 


resenting collections from Loew’s 
and Orpheum theatres here. 
Formatto 1-A 
Of Metro's 32 branch managers all 


but one has been with the company | 


10 vears. and most of them 20 or 
over. But chances now are that the 
baby among the exchange managers, 
Lou Formatto, may have to bow out, 
temporarily at least. due to having 
been classified 1-A in the draft. He's 
Metros’ branch chief at Philadelphia. 
Chi Variety's “Oldtimers” Fete 
Chicago, April 4. 
The “good old days” were brought 
back in recollections of the early 
days of film exhibiting by several 
pioneer exhibitors at a dinner given 
in their honor by the Variety Club 
| Friday night (31). Close to at- 
| tended. 
George K. Spoor. one of the found- 
'ers of the old Essanay Film Co.,. told 


| all materials and equipment were on 


of early picture producing and sev- | 
eral of the other oldtimers were | 


|heard on their experiences in the 
past. Among the honored guests 


Morris Choynski, Charles Fletcher, 
Norman Field, H. “Pop” Goldson, 
| Frank A. P. Gazzallo, Gus Kerosoros, 
'San¥ Levin. Harry Lubliner, Tom 


“They're gonna gake me! My draft board chairman saw me 
y a package of Wheaties.”’ 


From mouse to man via one pack- | that tends to give guys the old Tarzan 


age of Wheaties? Perhaps not. But 
there’s something about the idea of 
eating a “Breakfast of Champions” 


feeling. ( No fooling, there's really swell 
nourtshmentin Wheaties. They're flakes 


of whole wheat.) 


clever and he's spunky... 


Clue $2 on page 24 . Clue $3 en page 28 . If you 


_ don't know by the time you've seen Clue #4 on 
page 30, he ought to be a relative. 


were Sam Abrahams, Steve Bennis, | 


FLAG 


Murray, A. W. Roth, Sam Schiller, 
Ludwig Schindler, Simon Simansky, 
Frank Smith. Harry Tague, Elizabeth 


Among the out-of-town guests 
were Ned Depinet, president RKO; 
Leo McCarthy, PRC sales manager; 
Walter Branson, RKO western di- 
vision manager: Harold Mirsch, 
RKO, N. Y,, and Nate Wolfe, Warner 
Bros., Cleveland. Honorary member. | 
ships in the Variety Club were pre- 
sented to all the oldtimers 

Conery's Tilness 
Albany, April 4. | 

Mitchell Coneryv, head of the 
Conery circuit of theatres with head- 
quarters in Ravena, has been serious- | 
lv ill, but is now improved and will 
probably go on a trip for his health. | 


Basil Bros.’ Newest 

Buffalo, April 4 

Basil Bros. will open the Colvin, | 
new northend neighborhood house, | 
Easter Sunday. Theatre. under con- | 
struction at the time of the Govern- 
ment “freeze” order two years ago, 
received special permission from 
WPB for completion, due to fact that 


hand and also because theatre is cal- 
culated to serve large defense work- 
er residential section hitherto un- 
tapped for entertainment purposes. 
Lehman to Pitt | 

Jimmie Grainger, Republic prexy, 
named Sidney Lehman as Pittsburgh | 
branch manager. He's formerly | 
United Artists branch manager in| 
Buffalo. 


Charlotte Houses Change Hands | 
Lynchburg, Va., April 4. | 
Control of two Roanoke theatres | 
acquired by J. Frank Falls, of 
Lynchburg, and Sam Craver, of 
Charlotte. Grandin was puichased 
outright from Newbold - Grandin 
Corp., and Lee was leased from Dan 
Weinberg. of Bedford. 
Falls will be in charge of these 
; Roanoke houses as well as Jefferson 
there. 
Rucker Back With Par 

Wallace Rucker. who owns Rock 
theatre in Round Rock, Texas, is 
| back with Paramount as film sales- 
man. working out of Dallas. Mrs. 
Rucker will run his Round Rock! 
house. 

Rucker’s son, Lt. Wallace W. 
Rucker, Jr.. was recentiy awarded 
Distinguished Flying Cross. Has 
taken part in more than 35 air mis- 
sions over Europe. 


N. Y. Exchange Chatter 

Russell H. Stewart, former film 
critic for Washington Daily News, 
| who has been with Warners for 
publicity. has 
switched to the publicity division of 

Frances Fenton, national magazine 
contact for Metro. left Friday (31) | 
to go overseas for the American Red | 
Cross. 

Austin Exhib Wants Clearance 

Dallas. April 4. 

Eddie Joseph, operator of the 
Drive In and Yank theatres in 
Austin, has filed only arbitration case 
nere in many months. Joseph asks | 
reasonable clearance for Austin. He 
specificially names Interstate’s hold- 
ings here; also the Ritz and the 
Cactus. 

Byron Adams succeeded by Paul 
Backus as United Artists branch 
manager here, latter being former 

(Continued on pagé 34) 


|A BEALTIFUL SET OF 7 FLAGS OF | 
TH FIGHTING ALLIES for theatre | 


shield, and = standards 


Kuaraniea ¢ f satisfaction or money 
j back, Grder direct from this ad $ 
| Set complete, as illustrated, prepaid, 


SERVICE 
FLAGS 


Standard sizes, or made to 
erder, in all desired mate- 
rials. Write for our price 
list today. 

Send also for free ecata- 
logue showing all sizes of 
-S. and Allied Flags. 


REGALIA MFG. CO. 


Dept. 90, Hoek Feland, 


| in Hollywood 
| tion, in the same issue (Mar. 31) took the Knickerbocker News (Gannett 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


“Voice In the Wind,” Arthur Ripley-Rudolph Monter production bei) u 
released by United Artists, is now figured as a substantial profit-maker foy 
U. A. Production cost will likely be recovered, possibly with a profit, via 
proceeds from distribution in one or two exchange areas, with the N. y, 
exchange area alone calculated to return the bulk of the negative invest. 
ment. “Voice,” which cost around $60,000 originally, but wound up higher 
(in neighborhood of $100,000) when Ripley-Monter put it back in the mil} 


| for additional work when U. A. decided to release the picture, grossed 
| approximately $27,000 in first two weeks at the Victoria theatre «729 


seats), New York. It is scheduled to stay at this house for a minimum of 
four weeks. Cost of musical score, by Michel Michelet, and the orches- 
tra, reportedly represents about 20° of the total cost of the production, 
Film is considered an unusual venture, in production circles, because of 
the small cost involved and the results obtained. 


Apart from the fact that this is the season for new valuations on screen 
properties, which alone might explain the somewhat extraordinary $150,000 
which Warner Bros. paid Ellin «Mrs. Irving) Berlin for her first novel, 
“The Land I Love,” there is another tangent. That is, WB had explored 
the potentialities of Mrs. Berlin’s book, since she was hesitant about 
its publication “unless it was really worthwhile.” Doubleday, Doran, just 
to convince her, had one of the foremost book reviewers write them a 
special opinion, and it was a rave. DD, as result, will push the novel to 
the hilt, and Warners likewise sees extra exploitation values therein. 

There is. of course, the plus factor that Berlin, who had given “This Is 
the Army” to WB, likewise has given that studio first crack on “Easier 
Parade.” This is a new film idea he has in mind when he gets back from 
the European (Italy, ete.) tour with “Army,” which he rejoined last week. 


The Evangelist, official weekly of the Albany Catholie Diocese, gave a 
terrific editorial spanking to “some newspapers of this area, especially the 
Times-Union of Albany.” for their reporting of the Charlie Chaplin trial 
To show that it plaved no favorites, the Catholic publica. 


evening sheet) over its knee and handed it a flailing for printing an “‘une« 
couth attack” on Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen, widely known radio priest, 
in its “Mail Bag” column. 

Harry Revel wound up filming on the Benny Fields starrer, “Minstre} 
Man,” at PRC after weeks of delay caused by illness of cast members. 
Picture co-stars Gladys George aif Alan Dinehart along with Fields and 
is PRC’s most costly production to date. 

Reported that a picture company veepee, who has been a good D. C. 
contact for his company, may be shifting to another film firm, where he 
also attracted attention while on the Governmental junkets. 

Artists Managers Guild. at a svecial meeting, adopted a resolution of 
sympathy and tribute on the passing of Myron Selznick. 


New York Theatres 


BEGINNING FRIDAY 


ERROL FLYNN 
PAUL LUKAS 


in Warne 


“UNCERTAIN GLORY” 


Tn Person 


TED LEWIS and Orch. 


AND STAR-STUDDED REVUE 


B’way & 47th St. STRAND 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. a 


RIVOLI B'way & 43th St. 


Humphrey Bogart 


In Warner Bros. Hit! 


“Passage to Marseille” 


in 


w 
Claude RAINS @ Michele MORGAN 
Philip Syanex 
DORN 6 GREENSTREET 


Helmut DANTINE Peter LORRE 
- George TOBIAS DOORS OPEN 10 A 


HOLLYWOOD POPULAR PRICES! 


- Opens 10 A.M. - Bway & Sist st. | | — 


ary MUSIC HALL 


"COVER GIRL” 


Continuous 


*“FOUR JILLS 
IN A JEEP” 


} lobbies, patriotic displays, etc.—siz 22 in. = 


A 2 ury-Fe 
|| Spectacular Stage Productions 
Plus tth Ave, 

i i 
R O X Y Betis Mt. 

o 47th St. 
Maria Jon Turhan 


MONTEZ HALE - KEY 


“AL! BABA AND THE 
FORTY THIEVES” 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


VICTORIA THEATRE 


Broadway at 46th Street 


In Perse n 
XAVIER 
‘UGAT 
And His 
Orchestra 


PARAMOUNT Times Sauare—Mid- 


night Feature Nitely 
BUY MORE WAR BONDS 


“LADY IN 
THE DARK” 


(in Technicolor) 


United Artists Presenis 


“VOICE IN THE WIND” 


A Ripley-Monier Production 


Starring Francis Lederer 
Bway & 


NT OL Sist St. 


3rd Week | OPEN 10 A.M. 


William POWELL| | IN 
Hedy LAMARR | 


Thurs., Apr. 6 
ON SCREEN 


"NONE 


IN PRERSON | 
Allan 
JONES 


Jimmy Durante 

SHALL Happy FELTON G | ‘The in M-G-\M's ||| Bonita Granvisie 

ESCAPE’ HEAVENLY Raye & Naldi 
| Xtra Aces 

HA HUNT | CANADA LEE with James CRAIG and Orch. 


“a 
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| 
| 
| 
— 
| 
| 
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CBS’ Pre-Preem Jitters As Rodzinski 
Goes Sour on Soviet’s Shostakovich 


CBS execs are breathing more eas- 4 
jly this week, now that the highly- 
souted broadcast of the Shostakovich 
Eighth Symphony premiere by Artur 
Rodzinski and the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic Symphony is a matter of his- 
tory. 

But for a few weeks preceding 
Sunday's (2) concert, for which CBS 
plunked down $10,000, the network 
execs broke out with a case of jitters 
after Rodzinski reportedly went sour 
on the Soviet composer. 

CBS, proud of its “scoop,” had 
plunged heavily into pre-broadcast 
promotion slanted toward Allied soli- 
garity via music, but the repercus- 
sions came when Russia put itself on 
yecord anent the post-war Polish 
poundary. Although for years he had 
peen one of the most ardent cham- 
pions of Shostakovich’s’ music, Rod- 
ginski, who is Polish, reportedly let 
{i be known that, despite the prestige 
involved in the CBS “first time” 
broadcast, he wasn’t any too happy 
gbout the forthcoming performance. 
While CBS maintains that it never 
actually reached the stage where 
Rodzinski would refuse to conduct 
the concert (from Carnegie Hall, 
NW Y.), a front-office atmosphere of 
tenseness prevailed for weeks around 
CBS. 


only came off as scheduled, but the 
network officials expressed whole- 
hearted enthusiasm over Rodzinski's 
performance. Rodzinski’s comment 
during the symphony’s rehearsal last 
week, in which he expressed unstint- 
jng praise over the Soviet composer's 
new work, also went far toward eas- 
jing the feeling of uneasiness. And 
despite whatever feelings he may 
previously have had, it was the al- 
most unanimous concensus following | 
broadcast that Rodzinski| 


to date, reflecting, artis- 
Vieally, his great feeling toward an 
outstanding composer. | 


Benny s Switch 
Looms Hooper 


Now that Jack Benny’s going to 


#lart selling Pall Malls, people want | 


| 
} 


to hear about Grape Nuts. That 
reems to be the only explanation | 
anent the ecomedian’s sensational | 

reflected | 


#purt in listener response 


by the March 80 Hooper 
which shows the Benny show leap- 
ing from ninth place to third, with | 
#n almost unprecedented boost from | 
22.6 to a 28.8 rating—a climb of 6.2 
points in two weeks. 

Consistent followers of the Sunday 
night NBC fixture agree that Ben- 
NY S programs, while always good for | 
# solid laugh and entertainment re- 
turn, have bounced up with nothing | 
new or startling to account for the | 
spectacular rating boost. Competent | 
“pinion seems to be that the waves of 
Publicity received by the Waukegan 
fiddle player when the Geo. Wash- 
ington Hill-Pall Mall deal broke re- 
ected in favor of Benny and the 
Grape Nuts program as far as listen- 
ers are concerned. 

Benny in third place on the Hoop- 
@ list trails Bob Hope, 36.5, and 
Fibber McGee and Molly, 32.6. - Wal- | 
ter Winchell and Charlie McCarthy | 
rh hed at 27.1, with the Lux Thea- 
re next at an even 27. Hope, McGee 
#ne McCarthy ranked one-two-three | 
a the March 15 Hooper report and | 
@ year ago. 


— 


Jack Pegler Reported 
Joining Thompson Agcy. 


— Pegler, ex-Foote, Cone & 
Walter V.p., May line up with J. 
hy Cal Thompson agency as an aide 
— Swanson on the Lux and 
dl C1 accounts. Thompson also han- 
“es Universal Pictures, 


So is among other candidates 
envoned for the United Artists 


Post to succeed Paul Lazarus, Jr., aS 
Pub-ad head, 


report, 


April 1 Backfire! 

Norman MacKay, WQAM, 
Miami, exec., an April Fool gag- 
man from way back, went into 
production this year as usual but 
now is scratching his head try- 
ing to find out who’s fooling who 
and how come! 

WQAM exec’s 1944 gimmick 
was 150 telegraphed invites to 
clients and timebuyers to spend 
two weeks at the Roney Plaza 
with train tickets, Pullman res- 
ervations, etc., all provided. Let- 
ters, dated April 1, were fol- 
lowed by crate of citrus fruits as 
gift. MacKay thought April Fool 
dateline, plus publicity given to 
transportation difficulties in 
Florida, would provide sufficient 
tipoff to recipients. 

Instead, phone calls, wires and 
letters of acceptance started ar- 
riving so that MacKay was 
forced to despatch 150 wires 
reading, “Please check date my 
letter and look for vitamins but 
no tickets.” 


e 
As it turned out, the broadcast not Cool Air Pact Sez 


He’s Gotta Nix Pix 
Deal for 1 Year 


Harry Cool, singer who replaced 
Dick Haymes on the “Here's to 


| industry 


| 


Romance” show on the Blue spon- | 
ave one of his most inspired per-| 80ed by Bourjois, Inc., is prevented | 


from making any picture deals dur- |} 


ing the first year of a new three- 
year optional contract. Probably 


west and vice versa made _ by 
Haymes, the sponsor insisted that 
Cool’s contract contain a clause pro- 
hibiting him from 
first vear, but allowing 20 weeks in 
each of the second and third years 
for such efforts. 

Cool’s option for his second 13 
weeks on the show was picked up 
last week. 


W. Thompson 
Tele Technique 


On the 
will be the biggest advertising me- 
dium yet known,” J. Walter Thomp- 
disclosed last week it {s 


premise that “television 


son agency 
setting the groundwork for all-out 
experimentation, particularly on pro- 
duction technique. 

With Gene Kunne and Tom Weath- 
erly, latter recently expatriated from 
legit. handling the reins, the agency 
is ready to inaugurate a series of 
half-hour shows at the General Elec- 
tric tele station in Schenectady, 
which will preem about the mi 
of April. Shows will be on an ex- 
perimental basis, utilizing big names, 


ddle 


| ex-vaude personalities and others as 


develops new techniques 
which, it feels, will be required for 
the new medium, The agency takes 
the viewpoint that stage plays must 
first be “adapted” for video purposes 
which will embrace constant experi- 
mentation for camera effect, etc., be- 
fore the sponsors can be expected to 
participate on a large scale. 

That television will bring back to 
headline prominence some of the ex- 
vaude troupers who by their tricks 
in trade will fit into the visual pat- 
tern is the opinion of Weatherly. 
Many of these will be recruited by 
the agency for its experimental 
series. 

Weatheyly similarly takes the view 
that “television will be no more ra- 
dio than grand opera.,.It will! be an 
overall show business project utiliz- 


the agency 


ing the best talents from each. That's | ton, 


|} due to the numerous shifts east to} 


film-making the; 


i from wartime exigencies. 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Big question mark posed for the 
post-war 
availability of network time is how 


with its eve on 


many of the current sponsors with 
no direct consumer appeal will re- 
tain their radio franchise after the 
war is over, It’s not the General 
Motors, the General Electrics, the 
Chryslers, DuPonts, Fords or other 
top pre-war air spenders preserving 
their identity for the duration who 
have created the question. What in- 
terests the agencies and the nets is 
whether those outfits that got their 
feet wet since the outbreak of war 
will retain their place in the post- 
war radio pattern. 

Included among the latter “war 
babies” are such firms as Alleghany 
Ludlum Steel, sponsors for the 
“Mother and Dad” program; Boots 
Aircraft Nut Corp.. sponsors of the 
Eddie Dowling “Wide Horizons” 
show. and which supplies the aircraft 
industry with a self-locking nut but 
has nothing to sell direct to the con- 
sumer; Allis-Chalmers, sponsors of 
the Boston Symphony program; the 
Aluminum Co. of America, and many 
other like industries. 

While one reason for their plunge 
into wartime radio could be attrib- 
uted to excess profits and the desire 
to escape from the higher tax brack- 
etc, other factors embrace dealer 
problems, labor-management rela- 
tionship and the wooing of large- 
seale distributers of their product. 

Then there's the airline company 
with a West Coast show that’s con- 
tent with a negligible 2.4 regional 
rating because it succeeds in court- 
ing the goodwill! of industrialists and 
manufacturers in a bid for post-war 


attention 


What the industry would like to 


know in mapping long-range pro- 
gramming is whether these “war 


babies” will gracefully exit from the 
radio picture and once more let the 
man with the direct consumer con- 
nection take over, or are there hid- 
den plans in the minds of these new- 
comers to radio? 

That the latter appears more prob- 
able than fantastic has been given 
credence by a survey recently com- 
pleted by a network exec who found 
that a number of these industrialists 
are currently experimenting with 
plastics and oiher products stemming 
Thus the 


} networks are speculating on the pos- 


their laboratories. 


sibility of these concerns having 
large plans for expansion With the 


motive of direct consumer approach 
he new products from 
If so, it's regarded 
as a certainty that. so far as radio is 


+ 


in mind for 


concerned, they re here to stay. 


‘Duffy’ Renews on Blue 


But Can Be Yanked If 


HERE STAY: 


| 


NBC 3-Hr. Materializes: 


“Duffy's Tavern” has been re- 
newed for next season on the Blue 
network under a unique arrange- 
ment whereby the show can be 

led off the web henever a sat- 


isfactorv half-hour period becomes 
available on NBC. Arrangement re- 
portedly was worked out because 
of Ed “Archie” Gardner's conviction 
that show's Hooper-CAB ratings 


higher and will be if aired 


lable time open up on 
ween 
will not resume 


the latter chain be now 
next fall “Duffy's 
on the Blue. With no NBC time 
available the program will remain 
on its present circuit but, under the 
arrangement, can switch 


and | 


| Sawyer 


CWITGH TO NEW “Assignment Repeat Is Banned By 
GTS FACTOR Boston Station; Also Gets Mobile Nix 


‘Takes Guts’ 


“Variety's” review of the first 
“Assignment U.S.A.” broadcast 
in the March 1 issue included the 
following paragraph: 

“A dollar for every station 
that ducks it on a rebroadcast 
will keep you in crullers for 
days. Sending this one out takes 
guts.” 

Regarding Boston. the origi- 
nal script said, “We'll have to set 


about getting Boston into the 
U. S..” and in _ reference to 
Mobile that script declared, 


“Mobile ain't fit to live in.” 


Miami Beach In 


In 


Postwar Air Bid 
Buys MBS Time 


In an unusual bid for postwar 
attention, the Miami Beach city! 
fathers are going on the air as spon- | 
sors of a weekly 30-station Mutual 
net show. Program, which will 
emanate from the Mutual affiliate in | 
Miami Beach, WFTL, will be heard | 
Sunday afternoons, 3 to 3:30, starting 
April 16. Format is currently being | 
worked out and will probably em- 
brace an audience participation idea 
enlisting GIs. 

Behind the new series, believed t 
be the first time a city has bought 
network time for such promotion 
purposes, is to sell the nation on the 
postwar industrial potentialities of | 
the city, as well as its enticing fea- 
tures in setting up permanent resi- 
dence in Miamj Beach, rather than 
as a mere vacation spot. 

Cecil & Presbrey is the agency, 


No Product Left, | 


Show Cancelle 


Chicago, April 4. 
first local cases where 
cancelled because 


One of the 
program was 
sponsor could not deliver goods was 
recorded last week, when Eddie and 
Fanny Cavanaugh’s “Rhymster 
Time” due to spon- 
sor’s inability to meet publics de- 
mand for product. Five-time weekly. | 
15-minute show over WLS for the 
Biscuit Co. asked listeners 
to stump Cavanaugh’s in rhyming 
sending in a box top 
ses to pe 


went off the al 


their letters 
with the letter, mi 
for in prizes. Rathe: 
customers who asked for their prod- | 
uct to obtain the box tops, and| 
couldn't get it, sponsors decided to 
take the program off the air. 
Cavanaughs, who were completing 
the fifth month of their third yea) 
for company, were 
two weeks salary and both they and 
their a: Harold Isbell, given 


A ef ws 


watches by ihe sponsor, 


‘MATINEE’ RENEWED 
DESPITE ‘DOU 


pala 


ayvonize 


+ 
inan alit 


presented with 


nouncer, 


BTS’ 


Althoug}! existed a t 
whether Owens-Illinois would con- 
inue to experiment with its attempt 
to “crash” the daytime serial formula 


with “Broadway Matinee.” CBS va- 


iriety show, the sponsor last week 
notified the J. Walter Thompson 


from the | 


Blue to NBC between shows if time | 


on latter opens up. 


LEVINSON'S PLAY 

Leonard L. Levinson is converting 
his radio version of “Benny’s Bean- 
ery” into e play tagged “Every body 
al 1 His Uncle.” 

“Beanery” was originally produced 
as a package show for Batten, Bar- 
urstine & Osborn and then 


the basis on which the Thompson} withdrawn from the market to be 


agency will operate.” 


readied for the boerds. 


| 
| 


agency that it was renewing for an- 
other 13 weeks. 

Only recently Owens-Illinois ex- 
pressed some perplexity over inabili- 
ty of “Matinee,” which stars Alfred 
Drake and uses guestars daily, to 
make a listener impression. It current- 
ly has a Hooper rating of 3.6. The} 
sponsor communiqued the agency 
to make a survey to determine the. 
“whys and wherefores,” particularly | 
in view of the growing agitation | 
among those who feel daytime serials | 
should net control daytime schedules. | 


procured copy 


Boston, April 4. 
Exercising its right. in the matter 
of sustaining programs to use them 


!or not as it seems fit, Boston's WBZ 


and Springfield’s WBZA did not 
carry the repeat broadcast of “As- 
signment U.S.A.” after “madure re- 
flection” on the matter. Initial broad- 
cast brought phone calls and letters 
reflecting a definitely unfavorable 
reaction. Aside from city couneil’s 
tardy and futile gesture to “investi- 
gate” everything, this reaction came, 
station claims, from Irish and non- 
Irish alike. 

Station producer at WBZ insisis 
the censorship of “Assignment” was 
wholly voluntary and reflected no 
pressure trom outside. Management 
of script and after 
studying it carefully said it believed 
that, rather than promoting racial 
tolerance, it was inciting to intoler- 
ance, and felt it could best serve the 
public by refraining from airing it 
again. 

“We will do everything we can to 
promote interracial tolerance.” pro- 
ducer said, “and if we thought ‘As- 


|signment’ did the job we'd run it, 


We honestly don’t feel, however, that 
the script reflects either a sufficiently 
factual or aé_ sufficiently carefully 
thought-out approach to the prob- 
lem.” 

That the mail following the initial 
broadcast was not. considered a fae- 
tor in the decision was suggested by 
the fact that letters were not out of 
proportion to the average a given 
program receives, and none was 
from prominent citizens or pressure 


| groups. 


No Mobile Kepeat 
Mobile, April 4. 

WALA, Mobile, will not carry “As- 
signment U. S. A.” tonight ‘Tues.) 
due to “previous commercial com- 
mitments.” 

Station manager said, “No time is 
available,” so program rebroadcast 
will not be carried. 

Mobile was one of 
out for attack in the NBC “Words 
at War” script. It carried the proe 
gram when first aired March 1. 

_ NBC's Strong Buildup 

Plugging of the  “Assigi 
U.S.A.” rebroadcast over the 
“Words at War” series fo: 
(1-4) via 21] announcements 
marks the first time the reairing of 
a net sustainer has received such a 


cities singled 


nent 
NBC 
four days 


spot 


strong buildup. - 
The Writers War Bo: é eek 


chose “Assignment” as the Script-of- 


the-Month for April and (is- 
tribute the script to cofleves, high 
schools, women’s Clubs, servicemen 


and other such groups 


OWI-NBC Hit At 
Jap Propaganda 


Hollywood, Ap 
Ii fo! 


ting Co. have teamed 


xT 


Office of Wa! 
tional Broadca 


mation ana 


ip to nwart the dious propa- 
gandaa aired by Jan femme know! 
: Tokvo Rose o Ame ) soldiers 
and Sailor in the Pacifi area 
As a come-on, the Jap stooge leads 
off by broadcasting ecors gs of 


) 
Bing Crosby, Kay Kyser and other 
U. S. entertainers, and en | itches 
to news flashes about the fate of aire 
en who have been taken into cap- 


tivity 


tuned in, 


When the 
Tokyo Rose star 


boys are 
ts hitting below the 


belt, asking them what their wives 
and sweeties are doing back home 
and suggesting that they are step- 


ping out with a lot of draft dodgers. 

To overcome this left-handed 
propaganda, NBC is short-waving 
the voice of Elaine Shepard, who 
tells Tokyo Rose where to get off in 
good American language and gzives 


the boys all the legitimate news 
from the home front, with a sum- 


mary of the percentage of soldiers’ 
wives working in war plan's and in- 
vesting their earnings in war bends. 
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Blue Net Sets Up Int! Division 
With Donald Withycomb As Mgr. 


Organization 
Division of the Blue Network and} 
the appointment of Donald Withy- | 
comb as manager, was announced 
yesterday (Tues.) by Edgar Kobak, 
exec V.p. 

The International Division will be 
responsible for the coordination of 
all foreign broadcasting activities of 
the network, especially as they re- 
late to the exchange of programs 
with foreign companies. 

“This new department will work 
in close cooperation with established } 
departments,” Kobak said. “As soon | 
as current surveys and negotiations | 
are completed, a detailed analysis | 
of the Blue’s foreign operations and 
long range planning will be an- 
nounced.” 

Withycomb has been associated 
with the broadcasting industry since 


of an International 


Jesse Lasky’s Air Quiz 
In ‘Double’ Tieup With 
‘Mark Twain’ Preview 


In a tieup with the forthcoming 
release of Warners’ film biog, “Ad- 
ventures of Mark Twain,” “Double 
or Nothing” quiz show will originate 
from the Shubert theatre, Phila- 
delphia, April 21. 

Audience will be comprised of 
students from the five universities 
in and near Philadelphia, in addition 
to WB aides and druggists, latter 
representing show's sponsor (Feena- 
mint) clients. Immediately following 
quiz program, “Twain” will be pre- 


1926. During that time he has had 
experience in executive operation, 
station relations, and sales. 
past three years he has been head 
of the Brazilian Section of CIAA. 


For the | 
Fredric 


viewed. 


Jesse Lasky, who produced the 


| participate on the air program. 


WRITER’S SUIT VS. CBS 
TESTS PIC AIR RIGHTS 


Los Angeles, April 4. 

Control of radio rights to stories 
sold to motion picture studios is in- 
volved in the plagiarism suit filed in 
Federal Court here by Lawrence 
Hazard, writer, against CBS, Walter 
Pidgeon, Loretta Young and Young 
& Rubicam, advertising agency. Case 
is based on the use of his film yarn, 
“Man’s Castle,” for a broadcast Feb. 


20 without the writer’s authorization. | 


Hazard declares he sold the story 
to Columbia Pictures for filming and 
contends that the sale to the studio 
did not include unrestricted radio 
rights. Test case is being watched 
with interest. 


Lockheed to Pull Show 


Hollywood, April 4. 
Dissatisfied with its early Sunday 
time on CBS, Lockheed aircraft is 
pulling “America—Ceiling Unlimit- 
ed” after April 30 broadcast. 
Unless favorable time opens up on 


In and Out 


With Lever 


One of the top execs of Lever Bros., sponsors of the Frank Sinatra 
Wednesday night CBS program, put in an appearance at the N. y. 
studio last week (29), when the show moved east, but arrived severa] 


minutes late and was barred from 


required all his persuasive talents, 


cards, to finally convince them, 


entering by a cordon of police. It 
including a sheaf of identification 


As he entered the studio, in an apparent overburst of enthusiasm, 
he turned to his companion and loudly exclaimed: “Well, that’s one 


gate we crashed” 


Before he knew what was happening, three cons 


were yanking him back into the lobby and for the next 10 minutes 
he was compelled to go through the entire routine again. 
By that time the show was almost over. 


Easter Program to Chart Tele’s 


Course on Use of Video Chapels 


Interesting experiment along re- 
ligious lines is being staged at Du- 
Mont television studios, Y., 
(W2XWV) Easter Sunday night (9) 


! when Rev. Harry Ulrich, of White 


March starrer, also will! one of the networks, show will be | 
camphored, 


Plains, will officiate at a non-sec- 
tarian Christian service before the 


= 


The 


More advertisers spend 


more money 


to sell more 


merchandise to more people 


on WLW than 


on any other 


radio station in the world. 


WLW 


DIVISION OF THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 


Nation’s Most Merchandise-able Statioa 


video cameras. Program is skedded 
for 15 minutes with special scenie 
backgrounds and musical effects, 
Easter sermon will be brief, about 
four minutes, during which the min- 
ister will be in camera range. Scrip- 
ture reading will be dane off stage 
when religious scenic effects will be 
shown framed within two church 
windows to be constructed in the 
studio. Baekground organ music 
also will accompany scriptures. 
Special program is an effort to 
chart future course of tele in re- 
ligious presentations and seeks to 
determine whether special video 
chapels will prove more effective 
than pickups from regular churches 
while services are in progress. Most 
observers feel that introduction of 
cameras, brilliant lights and work- 
ing crews into churches present 
stumbling blocks ruling bodies and 
congregations will never overlook. 
On the other hand it’s felt that 
mere presentation of a cleric on the 
television screen will not serve as 
effective religious programming, 
Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick de- 
livered sermons for NBC’s New 
York television outlet several years 
ago but DuMont’s program next 
Sunday is the first to use the chapel 
motif hereabouts, as far as is known. 
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FROM A 
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FOURTEEN YEARS TOP- 
FLIGHT EXPERIENCE —AU- 
DIENCE PARTICIPATION AND 
QUIZ SHOW S—WOMEN'S 
SERVICE PROGRAMS—DE- 
VICE AND JINGLE COMMER- 
CIALS—ADAPTATIONS. 


Write Box No. 97 


Variety, 154 West 46th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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What is a “hungry” speech?... Or 


when is a speech hungry? _ 


A stickler for NBC’s Information 
Department, interpreting and answering 
this youngster’s letter. 


Did he mean a news broadcast aboui a 
famine in India or China—or was this 
“juvenile jive,” meaning he considered 
some speech “strictly from hunger”? 


NEITHER. “Information” searched the 
files and found he wanted a speech about 
conditions in wartime Hungary. 


Whatever his reason may have been in 
asking, “Information” answered this letter 
as faithfully as it answers 100.000 other 
inquiries a year from college professors, 


housewives, lawvers. students, technicians. 


They all tune to the 


Company 


It’s a National Habit 


Yes, everyone who writes to NBC gets 
an answer—whether his question is about 
broadcasting, Babe Ruth, Burmese or 
battleships. 


And what has all this got to do with ad- 
verlising on the radio? Precisely this. It 
builds good will—and good will for an 
advertising medium is good will for the 
products it advertises. 


Not a rapid way of reaching masses of 
people, writing letters. But NBC pains- 
takingly handles the “little things” in 
radio because they add up to making the 
“big things” more effective. 


* * * 


This faithful attention to details helps NBC 
retain its leadership, helps make NBC “the 
Network Most People Listen to Most.” 


America’s No. 1 Network 


A Service of Radio 
Corporation of America 
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John Sirica, ex-Winchell Lawyer, 


Gets Garey’s Lea Committee Post 


Washington, April 4. + 

John J. Sirica, Washington attor- 
ney, has been named new general 
counsel for the Lea Comm:ttee in- 
vestigating the FCC, succeeding Eu- 
gene L. Garey who resigned charg- 
ing the Democratic majority of the 
committee was conducting a white- 
wash probe. 

Sirica was local counsel for Wal- 
ter Winchell, about a year ago, 
when the commentator was being 
sued for $200,000 by Eleanor M. 
“Cissy” Patterson, publisher of the 
Washington Times-Herald. Accord- 
ing to Rep. Clarence F. Lea, com- 
mittee chairman, Sirica “has no al- 
liances that should embarrass him 
from conducting a thorough and fair 
investigation.” Lea said also that he 
“has had wide experience as an at- 
torney and his ability and integrity 
are well attested by the bench and 
bar of Washington.” 

Sirica was on the staff of the De- 
partment of Justice during. the 
Hoover administration. 


NBC Cools Off 


Lathrop Mack, director of 
NBC’s special (blessed) event 
department, did some tall scurry- 
ing around last week (29) when 
news reached him that quad- 
ruplets had been born in an up- 
town New York hospital. Ob- 
taining the necessary appropria- 
tion Mack went to work trying 
to locate the proud father for 
purposes of a mike interview 
before the initial surprise had 
worn off. 

The search went on frantically 
but the NBC crew had little luck 
in catching up with the father, 
the doctor or any other likely 
interviewee until word finally 
came that daddy was none other 
than Harry Zarief, assistant con- 
cert master of the CBS sym- 
phony and fiddler with Andre 
Kostelanetz’s combo. 

Mack and his special eventers 
promptly forgot about the whole 
thing. 


Cy Cairns’ Switch 
Saskatoon, Sask.—Cy Cairns, pro- 
gram director and pianist at CFQC, 
Saskatoon, for more than nine years 


ment of CKRC, Winnipeg. 


St. Louis—Charles E. Barnhart, 
continuity director at KMOX, is the 
latest of the station staff to join the 
service. He has reported at the 


Farragut, Idaho, naval training base. 


NEW YORKERS 


giggle when 
you tickle 


them? YES! 


apple YES! 


Do New Yorkers sleep in beds? Like 


New Yorkers as a whole do not drink up the same type of 
radio programs in the same proportions as do our distant 
relatives in other States of the Union. 


A National Program Sponsor 


who is not using WOR to supplement his network show in 
New York is probably losing audience, money, prestige. How 
do we know? We had an analytical breakdown of national 
and local audience data gathered. Here’s a comparison of 
% of audience lost in New York, which can be protected 
with plus-programming on WOR, 


N. Y. deficiency 


% of U.S. Rating to be made 
Program type in New York up on WOR 
Daytime serials 60% 40% 
Variety 78% 12% 
Dramatic 80% 20% 
Popular Music__ 33% 
Quiz 84% 16% 
Classical music__ 95% 5% 


More information? 
Write our Executive 
Sales Office, 


1440 Broadway... today. 


WOR 


“Home Economists, 


NELSON HESSE DIES 
SUDDENLY AT 39 


Nelson Shoemaker Hesse, 39, radio 
talent agent and manager, died in 
New York March 30 after brief ill- 
ness. He had represented a number 
of topflight names in radio and had 
also negotiated guestar shots on ra- 
dio programs for Hollywood pix 
stars. 
Before entering radio via the CBS 
publicity department Hesse had 
been a newspaperman in Philadel- 
phia and elsewhere. While at CBS 
he Kad handled special exploitation 
for Lowell Thomas and Stoopnagle 
and Budd. While with the latter he 
took a fling at scripting as the “in- 
ventor” of many humorous gadgets 
for the team. It was the association 
with the latter that diverted Hesse 
into the agency field. Among his cli- 
ents were Madeline Carroll, Ralph 
Bellamy, Adolphe Menjou, Victor 
Jory and Roland Young. 

Hesse shared offices with William 
McCaffrey, New York and Holly- 
wood agent, but latter is not expect- 
ed to take over Hesse’s clients since 
they were partners in office tenancy 
only. Besides McCaffrey is said tu 
be carrying all the biz he can handle. 


Bulovas WELI 
Sold 


Acquisition of WELI, New Haven, 
by the New York Broadcasting Co. 
went through this week to the tune 
of $250,000, according to Col. Harry 
C. Wilder, president of the purchas- 
ing company. 

Wilder’s outfit also operates 
WSYR here and WTR, Troy, and is 
reported negotiating for W4JTN, 
Jamestown, and WNBS, Springfield, 
Vt. 

WELI was sold by the Arne’ Bul- 
ova interests. 


See Repeat Fireworks 
On ‘Town Air 


Freedom Issue Forum 


Recent liberal doses of fireworks 
on “Town Meeting of the Air,” Blue 
network’s Thursday night sustainer 
from N. Y., seem sure of a repeat 
this week (6) when forum discussion 
will take up “Freedom of Speech on 
the Air,” subject that was basis for 
Walter Winchell-Martin Dies radio 
debate on the same net two Sundays 
ago. 

“Town Meeting” guests .will be 
Sen. Burton K. Wheeler, who de- 
clined an invitation from WMCA, 
N. Y., last week to discuss the con- 
troversial subject; Sen. Chan Gurney, 
fellow member of the committee 
considering the White-Wheeler bill; 
H. V. Kaltenborn and Gilbert Seldes, 
author and CBS tele exec. 

Session will deal specifically with 
the Winchell-Dies controversy and 
rights of radio commentators to at- 
tack officeholders and the obligation 
of radio to provide latter with re- 
buttal time. 


Southwell Leaves BBD&O 


John Southwell has been appointed 
television director at Young & Rubi- 
cam to work under the supervision 
of Harry Ackerman, associate radio 
director who also handles Y&R's 
video activities. Southwell leaves 
BBD&O where he was in charge of 
television experimental projects and 
a member of the agency's radio 
commercial setup. 

He joins Y&R April 10. 


CREATIVE FORCE 


with Producers, Musical Directors, 
Staff Writers, 
News Editors, and Publicity Dept.— 
make WTAG a BIG station in a 
BIG market. 


For 2506's 


For Y&R Video Post, 


NBC News Division 
In Writers Guild Pact 


Contract between the Radio Writ- 
ers Guild and the NBC news divi- 
sion was signed this week pending 
WLB approval. Pact, separate from 
one signed between Guild and nets 
concerning staff scripters, calls for 
recognition by the net of the Guild 
as bargaining agent for the news 
scripters and sets basic minimums of 


$330 per month for beginners, $350 
per month for those with six months 
experience and $400 per month for 
staffers with one year at the net. 

If approved by WLB, the agree- 
ment will be retroactive to January 
1 and will run for one year. Similar 
negotiations with WQXR, N. Y., are 
also in the making. 


Canadian Tele Nets Yrs. After War, 
Frigon Tells Engineering Institute 


Dr. Augustin Frigon, acting g.m., 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 
told the Engineering Institute of 
Canada here Friday (31) that tele. 
vision networks would be in opera. 
tion in Canada within two years 
after the end of the war. 


A problem that had not yet been 
solved, he told the engineers, wag 
the matter of Canadian time zones. 
There were five of them which were 
encountered during the broadcast 
day. There were many solutions in 
view but none of them satisfactory, 

He stressed the importance to prie 
vate stations of their affiliation with 
the CBC, stating that 50% of ail 
revenue garnered from commercial 
broadcast$ went directly to the sta- 
tion carrying the CBC program. In 
return for beaming them some of 
the finest programs, the stations had 
only in turn to provide a few hours 
per day to carry CBC non-commer. 
cial programs, Frigon asserted, 


Who 


= 


“The natives of Wungle Wungle 
all love him 


See page 209 for Clue #1 


IKKY TIKKY TAMBO 


See page 28 for Clue #3 i 


THANKS 
ARE 
IN ORDER 


T0 


"So Little Time,’ to me, and to 


My sponsors, Evans Fur Co. & Charm Kurl Co., my good 


friends, the professional music men of Chicago. My sincere 
appreciation to Will Rossiter for dedicating his beautiful song ballad, 


ART WEEMS, General Amusement Company 


(Signed) Johnny Betts 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... . 


Jeanne Avery, former scripter, copywriter and announcer at WHCU, 
Ithaca, has joined BBD&O radio commercial group. Agency also has taken 
on Robert Buechner, formerly with N. W. Ayer, as asst. account exec.... 
BBC’s Lindsay Wellington back from London with news that English net- 
work plans close cooperation with American webs on invasion coverage 
....Alan Kent and Austen Johnson have completed a one-minute musical 
spot for Admiration Shampoo. Charles Dallas Reach is the agency.. 
Stuart Buchanan, Blue network script editor and producer, has upped his 
secretary, Margaret Halligan, to the writing staff. 

George L. Moskovics, sales mgr. of the CBS Pacific network, moves to 
N. Y. office of web's radio sales May 1, with Charles E. Morin, shifting to 
his post in L. A. from N. Y. same date. 

Douglas Coulter, CBS v.p. out for the past two months with pneumonia, 
returned to his desk Monday (3), in new suite of offices on 18th floor of 
Madison ave. quarters created for him during his absence. James Seward 
and I. S. Becker, CBS wirector, and assistant director of operations, re- 
spectively, also have new suites in office realignment. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Eddie Cantor moves east with his radio troupe April 13 to wind up the 
season on the other seaboard....Hub Robinson brought two new hands 
into Young & Rubicam talent buying department to help Paul Ricken- 
bacher and take over when “Rick” returns east. Bob Hussey, who comes 
over from Universal where he has directed the studio’s radio activities 
for the past year, will be the Coast talent buyer with the assistance of 
Carroll Nye, who moves over from publicity. Bob Mucks moves up as 
head flack....Blue Ribbon Town goes through the summer with its cur- 
rent musical content when Groucho Marx drops off for eight weeks. Likely 
that a femme singer will augment the music of Bobby Armbruster and 
Bill Days....Blue network cut a record of Will Wright and Forrest Lewis 
in a half-hour comedy turn, “Main Street Merry Go Round”....Igor Gorin 
around for guest shots and picture bids....Mickey Gillett, sax specialist, 
took over the baton on the Al Pearce show when Ivan Ditmars put on 
seagoing togs for Uncle Sam....Bill Comstock reviving his “Tizzie Lish” 
character for summer marketing....Van Newkirk, former Don Lee pro- 
gram director, reported forming a network for broadcast of religious pro- 
grams being dropped Sept. 1 by Mutual and Don Lee. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Lulu Belle and Scotty, of the National Barn Dance, have left for Holly- 
wood to appear in their seventh motion picture, “Sing, Neighbor, Sing” 
for Republic Pictures....Eddie and Fannie Cavanaugh, radio’s oldest team 
in point of continuous broadcasting, are celebrating 22 years on the air 
this week. They were heard in ‘“Rhymster Time” over WLS....Don Thorn- 
burgh, West Coast CBS v.p., spent a few days here on way to California 
from New York....Carl Gass, former scyipter of “Wings of Destiny” and 
other network shows and a writer with the Republic studios in Hollywood, 
has joined the WGN continuity staff....Jack Cusick is off the WGN pay- 


KMBC TRADE PAPER 
ADS LAUD INDUSTRY 


Kansas City, April 4. 

Something unusual in the way of 
trade paper advertising has been 
undertaken by KMBC using paid 
space dedicated in behalf of the 
broadcasting industry, emphasizing 
radio’s contributions to America in 
war and at peace. 

Reversing the usual procedure of 
testimoniais, KMBC is obtaining ap- 
propriate expressions of tribute from 
typical radio listeners throughout its 
territory. People from all walks of 
life are being interviewed to deter- 
mine how radio has served their 
needs. Such findings are then in- 
corporated into KMBC’s regular 
trade paper:advertising. 

The first in this series of advertise- 
ments consisted of a testimonial by 
Robert L. Mehornay, President of 
the Kansas City Chamber of Com- 
merce, 


Batch of New Faces 
Enlivens Cincy Scene 


Cincinnati, April 4. 

Jim Bellamy, WSAI salesman, and 
Donald Webb, WLW-WSAI §an- 
nouncer, drew Marine Corps assign- 
ments in their military inductions. 

Newcomers at Crosley Square are: 
Max H. Condon, tenor, from WDAF, 
Kansas City; Ann Perry, former 
vocalist with Shep Field’s orch; 
Billie Strickland, singing guitarist 
from the South; Norma Robbins, 
warbler, from New York hotel and 
club work. 

Milton J. Heidt, with local ama- 
teur radio experience, joined the 
techincal staff as a studio engineer; 
William H. Rotert and Eugene Ader, 
from outside fields, have been added 
to WSAI’s sales staff; Paul R. 
Mealey, a newcomer to radio, is the 
new WLW merchandising field rep 
for Indianapolis. 


New KDKA Announcers 
Pittsburgh, April 4. 


roll as a writer....Wendell Campbell, sales manager for KMOX, St. Louis, Newcomers to announcing staff at 
took his army physical here last week and passed....Bess Flynn in town|KDKA are Bob Spencer, from 
greeting her friends along radio row....Visitors last week included O. L.| WGBF in Evansville, Ind., and Bill 


Carpenter, WPTF, Raleigh; Joseph D. Mackin, general manager WMAM, | Babcock, from WMMN in Fairmont, 


Marinette, Wis.: Mildred Fenton, program chief of the Ted Bates Co., and| W. Va. 
Ed Lee, Fred Waring’s manager....Robert Hurleigh has taken over the | men 


WBBM 5 to 5:15 p.m. news spot formerly done by Clifton Utley for Plant- 
ers peanuts....Bob Carter is leaving WAIT to freelance. 


They’re replacements for 
recently inducted into the 
armed forces, Ben Kirk and Everett 


Neill. 


Producers, Directors Advocate Casting 
Agency As Answer to Talent Woes 


+ Number of radio producers and 
directors make no bones about be- 
ing disturbed over current method 
of selecting and securing talent for 
their shows. As a result they're urg- 
ing formation of a casting agency, 
similar in many respects to Holly- 
Russians had torn the guts out wood’s Central Casting Bureau, to 
of the Germany Army.” relieve them of responsibility of hir- 
But, in the subsequent re- ing actors for their shows, 
broadcast of the speech that Reports that unknowns have to 
night by an announcer on CFRB wait as much as 10 wecks to receive 
the quote said the Russians had auditions at headquarters of the net- 
“torn the entrails out of the works in N. Y. have reached ears of 
German Army.” many topflight air producers and di- 


No Guts 


Toronto, April 4. 
Winston Churchill's latest world 
broadcast paid grateful tribute 
last week as he snarled that “the 


ATLASS PACT SENDS rectors an 1ey threaten outrig 


O'NEILL BACK TO CHI 


necessary, in order to achieve this 
Chicago, April 4. 


central casting goal. 

Danny O'Neill, WBBM star chirper, | 
seems stalled on the road to suc-| 
ceeding Lt. Dennis Day as stooge- 
tenor on the Jack Benny NBC show 
from the Coast. He’s due back in} 
Chi tomorrow (5) after completing | 
chores in Columbia’s “Calling All| 
Stars” on the Hollywood lot. 
Despite several other film offers] 


Majority of producers and direct- 
ors, all of whom must worry about 
scripting and blueprinting more than 
one show per week, find themselves 
too busy te bother about casting 
their shows. However, because of 
present practices they must take 
over this responsibility among others 
and thus are necessarily driven to 
the hiring of a chosen few actors 


land actresses, people whom they 


know to be capable. 


and the lure of the Dennis Day re- Despite reports to the contrary, 
placement spot O'Neill comes back | most of these program guiding ma- 
to fulfill two-year personal contract; hamots are desirous of giving un- 
with Les Atlass. Spots are being! knowns a “break,” but because they 
sought in the local radio scene for| are too busy cannot find time to au- 
the warbler. dition people. They know there are 
many capable young actors and ac- 
tresses cluttering up network offices 
seeking an opportunity to display 


Tele Transmitter Spot se portunity. t0 disp 
eir wares, and are o e opinion 
Sought on Denver Mt. that now is the time to do something 


|to aid them. 

Denver, April 4. | With television a reality, it is felt 

Following recent stopoff of Bill) jin radio circles that casting difficul- 
Hedges, NBC veepee, and his state-| ties wil] rise even more. Producers 
ment that an application had been and directors, both independent and 
filed by the network with the FCC/| those employed by networks, point 
for a television outlet here surveys/to a central casting plan as a relief 
are being planned to locate the best} medium from the tediousness of au- 


mountain spot for a_ transmitter. } 
Availability of power will be a ma-| 
jor factor in the choice. 

NBC, according to Hedges, plans 
to spend $250,000 on the project} 
making Denver a key point in a| 
regional net linking Salt Lake City,|} 
Albuquerque and points in Montana, 
Idaho and Wyoming. 


ditioning. 
CBS has inaugurated an intrae 


| mural scouting plan among its pro-= 


gram toppers, wherein after viewing 
plays on Broadway or elsewhere, 
memorandums are passed around 
among these toppers if anything 
worthwhile comes out of the scoute 


‘ing expedition. 


EN Lionel Barrymore took the 

Mayor of the Town off the air a few 

weeks back, listeners from 97 cities in 43 

states rose up and yelled “You come right 
back—and don’t forget to bring Butch!” 

So he came right back. The demand was 
just too sizeable to deny—the demand for 
his acting genius, the homey warmth and 
conviction of the stories he plays... and 
the flawless perfection of KNX’s modern 
production facilities. 

Local KNX programs enjoy the same 
perfection. The same skillful production 
helps “The Night Mayor” brighten early 
morning hours for lonesome swingshifters. 


Represented by Radio Sales, the SPOT Broadcasting Division of CBS 


AYOR 


From 1:15 to 5:30 A.M., bright music, gay 
chatter and special events chase the grave- 
yard ghosts away. A thankful audience 
thunders appreciation by mail and by 


phone. (Once a tidal wave 


flooded the KNX switchboard within a two- 


hour period. ) 


If your product or service is one that 


sells around the clock (and 


do), we think you should know that The 
Night Mayor has room for more sponsors. 


At low rates. Here’s a chance to team up 


of 2.410 calls 


THE TOWN originates KNX 
THE NIGHT MAYOR 


most of them 


with smart showmanship that gets response LOS 


no matter what the hour. Ask us, pr Radio 


Sales, to show you how. 


90,000 WATTS 
COLUMBIA OWNED 


ANGELES 
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K.C. Station Research to Learn 
Potentialities of Radio in Edue’n 


Kansas City, April 4. 


With radio's responsibilits to | 
Amevica’s cultural needs taking on} 
added significance in wartime and 


the postwar world, 


retained 


in plan: ing for 
KMBC has Dr. Charles F 
Church, Jr.. to conduct research in 
ing the full potentialities of 


KMBC, in edu- 


determi 
radio, partici 


larly ot 


cation 

Dr. Church obtained his Ph.D. at 
Ohio State U.. majoring in the his- 
tory of education and minoring in 
radio education. For several years 


he was a member of the Bowling 
Green State University in Ohio and | 
a visiting instructor at Ohio State. 
In announcing Dr. Church's ap- | 
pointment, Karl Koerper, station's | 
managing director, reported that “the 
findings derived from this exhaustive 
study wiil determine how the schools 
can better be served by Kansas City 


broadcasters, and how Kansas City 
broadcasters can better serve the 
public generally with educational 
programs.” 
Dr. Church will visit cities 


throughout the country to siudy hoy 
radio is being utilized to serve com- 


munity needs. 


Dan and Mickey Walker, 
Annabella Tele Preems 
For Click Magazine 


Taking a cue from Mademoiselle 
which preemed a video show on Du 

Mont’s W2XWV. N. Y., last week 
(29). photomag Click bows in on the 
same station tonight (5) at 8:15 p.m. 
a half-hour program packagea 
Charles M. Storm agency. 
agency video chiet, is 


with 
by the 
tay Nelson, 
producing 

Danton Walker, N. Y. Daily News 
will emcee variety pres- 
entation based on contents of Click’s 
Mav issue and featuring interviews 
with and specialties by AnnabBella 
and Raymond Scott. (Burton Rascoe, 
t's understood, will not appear.) 


World-Tele- 


Joe Williams, N. Y. 
Bram sports columnist and Click 
contributor, will handle sports ses- 


sion during which Mickey Walker 
and other athletic celebs will appear. 
Also skedded are dance and singing 
turns. Once-a-month series is 
planned if preem pertotmance passes 
muste 


‘SPONSOR DROPPING 


| Topliners in 


Menser to Launch 
Telelecture Series 


Workshop of the New| 
Social Research, N. Y., is 
lec- 


Dramatic 
Schoo! for 
launching a 
tures, April 6, 
of Nathan M. 


series otf television 


under the direction! 


Rudich, exee secy. | 
the 


programming and 


engineering fields of the new me- 


dium will be heard during the five- 
week course, 

Clarence L. Menser, NBC veepee | 
in charge of programs, wil! inaugu- 
rate the series followed (13) by Wil-| 
liam Sayer, electronics engineer at 
DuMont labs. Others skedded_ in-| 
clude Tom Riley, of William Esty; | 
Dick Hubbell, tele author and | 


| former video director at N. W. Aver, | 


and Gilbert Seldes, CBS director of | 


| television, 


issue, 


WOW ATTORNEYS SEEK 
RETRIAL ON TRANSFER 


Omaha, April 4. 
the Ne- 


braska supreme court. attorneys for 


decision in 


$64,390,000 OWI Budget Goes 


Faces Workout in House 


ad - 


Con ress; 
gress; 
wow and the Woodmen of the | 

World insurance society hay e asked Dick Hubbell and Tom 


the court for a rehearing of the case 
which involves the transfer of own- 
ership of the station from the society 
to a corporation headed by John J. | Dick Hubbell, 
Gillin, Jr. Court recently denied the | television advisor at N. W. Ayer. 
transfer in reversing a decision of | 
the Douglas county district 
In making motion for rehearing, 
attorneys for station and society con- | 


recently ret 


court, 


will have Kennedy, 


tended the judgment of the court is} editor of the N. Y. Times, as an 
based only upon “construc ive fraud | sociate editor. Publication date 

| which, it was contended. not an 

new"venture not yet set. 


including Harry T. Mitchell, of 
agency's Chi office. 

Mitchell handles the Ford Motor | 
account. publisher-angele 


necessary. 


Kennedy on Tele Mag. 


taken on editorship of new quar- 


Kennedy will continue his duties 
at the Times and, for the new pub- 


and! 


Frederick Kugel, tele enthusiast. is | j.g. 


+ Washington, Apri! 4 
A whacking big budget foy OWI! 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1 
Was sent to Congress last week by 
Budget. which 


is probably 


. . 
ired| heading for trouble in the House 
has! Appropriations Committee which 
delights in working out on OW] 


The total includes $59,562,000 for the 


te! iV mag, Television Rey 1eW, wind Overseas Branch, and only $2.464,000 
radio} for the Domestic Branch, as 


well as 


as-| $2,363,000 for the director's office 
of including management services 
| The Overseas budget is increased 


about $25,000.000 to provide fo; ex- 
pansion of psychological warfare in 
European, Mediterranean, 


the} using line cuts and charts when) FCC chairman James L. Fly, has 


gone into the navy as a lieutenant 


He joined the FCC in April, 


| 1943. 


IRENE RICH SHOW! 


The Irene Rich “Woman from | 
Nowhere” show over CBS will be 
dropped after the May 28 session. 


heard 
will be replaced by the 
ns-sponsored news com- 


William L. Shiver. 


which 1s 


B. Willia 


satter airer takes over on June 4 
a was previously heard over the 
Same net on the same day at 7-7:15] 
p 

Wel out as no plans for fur- 
t entatlo Ol } ali No 
reason given for show's discontinu- 
ance Latest Crossley rating on} 


show was 4.6. 


United Broadcasting Co. 
Names Everson Veepee 


Columbus, April 4. 

Carl M. Everson, general managet 
of WHKC, Columbus. has _ beer 
hame vice-president of the 
Broadcasting Co whic! 
operates WHK and WCLE in 
land as well as the Columbus 

Everson, who is 
Ohio Assn. of Broadcaster 
dent of the Columbus Rotary Club 


Owns ana 
Cleve- 
outlet. 


president 


will continue as manager of WHKC. | 


Pix to Plug Can.’s Radio 


Ottawa, April 1, 

Use of motion pictures to hypo 
public interest in radio came up in 
House of Commons when a member 
ot parliament suggested National 
Film Board produce a picture on the 
activities of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. Nothing has come of it so 


far, but a number of MP's upped 
eyebrows at the idea. 
Suggestion came up during the 


ve:bal frolic following a Toronto 
MP's attack on the National Film 
Board as “a circulator of foreign 
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A wiser, br 


It is in vour home... your living 
your mind and in t 

heart. Your: is the strength 

must set the world aright. 


‘You are the 


Who hears the news . the music 
and the drama of the world. 


the Halls of Congresses 
arliaments— 


Staff Rooms of Generals 


‘ Who hears its laughter and its sobs 
als— 


—who understands the work and 
meeting halls of societies the games of everywhere. 


Zations— 
A vou who knows the aspirations 


and ambitions and strivings of others 
like yourself—folks who speak a 
common language of dreams an 
longings .. . and have the will an 
the wit to make dreams into realities. 


ne of these places that a 
world will be fashioned 
O New greatness, 


the world. 


the > wor ‘ 
> the hope of the world. For no home, no village, no nation 


oader-visioned, more un- and no world can be more great or 


derstanding you. noble than the individuals who 
] j 
it... 
A you of vision and the capacity —* 


A you who 


man beings 


Propaganda.” 


and other lands... 


knows the ways of hu- 
.. people of this land 


Yo American can look to the 
future without a deep and sober 
regard tor the children of America 


IS THE 


instructive Quiz Kids... the 


Yes, it is you who are the hope of 


Hope of the World 


-.. his children... citizens of the 
future. 

The Blue Network and its affiliated 
stations have taken this important 
audience with great seriousness. 
Thus, it 
are offered a wide variety of good, 
wholesome entertainment—the Blue 
the entertaining and 
pure 
adventure that is part and_ parcel 
ot every child’s ambitions ... Terry 
and The Pirates, Dick Tracy, The 
Sea Hound, Jack Armstrong, Hop 
Harrigan, Captain Midnight, The 
Lone Ranger, 
Land ot the Lost, Coast to Coast 
ona Bus. 


Is no accident that children 


Plavhouse .. 


Storvland Theatre, 


It’s radio for all people of all ages 
on “The Blue’’—great music, 
complete, accurate news, great ring- 
ing forum, pure drama, adventure, 
variety, comedy! Listen, America! 


NETWORK 


| In 
e lication, will devote himself mainly | Pacifie 
Mitchell, Chi Office, Made to technical subjects. Hubbell will| and China-Burma-India theatres of 
W alter Thompson V. P, and wer. 
J. s | articies as well as make-up : 
Walter Thompson upped five | other editorial functions. Plans are| Fly's Aide Tage Navy 
execs to veepeé posts Monday (3)] for mag to appear jn “digest” format! Norman E. Jorgenson, assistant to 
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Zenith’s $9,112,138 
Net for 9 Months 


Zenith Radio Corp. and subsids net 
profit before Federal taxes amount- 
ed to $5,112,138 for the nine months 
ended last Jan. 31, as compared with 
$4,048,495 in corresponding period a 


year ago. 

Zenith profit figures are after all 
charges, reserves, excise taxes, but 
pefore Federal income and excess 
profits taxes. Company pointed out 
that reserves have been set up for 
renegotiation and considered -ade- 


quate. 


HALEY SUCCEEDS FOOT 
AS BBC DIRECTOR GEN’L 


Editor-in-chief W. J. Haley, of the 
British Broadcasting Corp., has been 
appointed director’ general of the 
web succeeding Robert Foot. 

Latter resigned to accept post as 
chairman of the Great Britain Min- 


ing Assn. 


Utley Eases Schedule 


For Tome on Spielers 


Chicago, April 4. 
Because of a top-heavy schedule, 
Clifton Utley has given up his 5 to 
5:15 p.m. five-times-weekly newscast 
over WBBM, which has been taken 
over by Alvin J. Steinkopf. Spot is 


sponsored by the Interstate Baker- 
ies and Planters Peanuts. 


In resigning the spot Utley ex- 
plained that the move was made in 
order to have more time for study 
and the preparation of a book based 
on the political philosophy of ra- 
dio commentators, which he soon 
expects to start on. He retains his 
other broadcasts. These are for 
Quaker Oats, six days weekly over 
WMAQ; American Dairy Assn. over 
NBC network Sundays, and Charles 
A. Stevens Co. Sundays, over 
WBBM. 


Minneapolis—A. E. Joscelyn, man- 
ager of WCCO, elected to top spot 
on Minneapolis Defense Council. 
Activities of the war-time agency 
will be continued especially towards 
solving local juve problem cases 
which jumped 50% over 1943. 


WGN’S 106 PRIZES 
FOR BUILDING PLANS 


Chicago, April 4. 

Supplementing recent plans to 
build one of -the biggest radio stu- 
dios in the worid, as soon as mate- 
rials are available, WGN will spon- 
sor a $10,000 prize contest for the 
best designs for a theatre, to be part 
of the building. Prizes will be di- 
vided as follows: $5,000 for first prize; 
$2,500 for second; $1,000 for third, 
and 15 awards of $100. 

Basic requirements on which the 
contest will be judged are in order 
of importance: acoustics and utility, 
visibility, and beauty of _design. 
Theatre will seat 2,000 and will be 
adaptable for regular dramatic per- 
formances and television. 


Greenwood a Hope Sub 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Charlotte Greenwood takes over 
the Bob Hope summer spot for the 
13 weeks of the comic’s midyear sab- 
batical, beginning June 13. 

Show packaged by John Guedel 
of the Russel Seeds agency and Mar- 
tin Broones, husband of the lanky 
comedienne, was up for hiatus duty 
last season, with no takers. 


Chi Seminary Discs Own Religious 
Airers to Elevate Radio Standards 


Earl Thomas, Art Ashley 
Leave Lyons N. Y. Office 


Irene Etkin, longtime secretary to 
the late Sam Lyons, is temporarily 
running the A. & S. Lyons agency 
in New York, with Earl G. Thomas, 
v.-p. in charge of the eastern ac- 
tivities, resigned. Thomas is said to 
be rejoining an advertising agency. 

Arthur Ashley, in charge of radio, 
also left over the weekend and is 
vacationing at his Newton, N. J., 
farm. Richard J. Madden's Play Co. 
continues as a Lyons adjunct, and 
Dick Lamarr is still booking stage 
musicals out of the office. Margaret 
Lindley heads legit. Major John 
Zanft was last head of the N. Y. 
office. 

Wynn Rocamora, here from Holly- 
wood, returns in two weeks. Howard 
Hoyt is now 
bookings. 


eee 


and still it’s 


And here’s advertisement number three in the BLUE Network- 


BLUE stations national campaign. 


As you read the copy you will realize again that we are con- 


tinuing to tell the story of broadcasting—not from our point of 


view, but from the listeners’ angle—always the ‘“‘you” angle. 


A very important portion of that “you” is the youth of 


America. 


The Blue is serving them with more shows for children than 


ever before. At the same time there are still several “*kid shows” 


available and good periods in which to run them. 


-.. and the purpose of the Campaign is still 


TO MAKE THE Plu A BETTER BUY FOR YOU 


handling radio spot) 


Chicago, April 4. 

Trend of religious groups toward 
making a concerted effort to improve 
the quality of religious programs on 
the air has been brought out in 
the Chicago Theological Seminary’s 
announcement of the availability of 
a series of electrical transcriptions. 
Series was produced following an 
extensive survey of religious pro- 
grams on the air by the Seminary 
when it was found that too many of 
them were of low artistic quality 
and of doubtful religious value. 

To date several transcriptions, ap- 
proximately 14 minutes in length, 
are available. 


‘FIRST NIGHTER’ SHIFT 
CUES WOR SWITCHES 


“First Nighter,” Campana’s tran- 
scribed half-hour show lately heard 
Sunday nights at 6 o'clock on WOR, 
N. Y., moves to the Wednesday 9:30 
p.m. slot tomorrow (5). In its place 
WOR is picking up the Mutual net- 
work G.I. comedy show, “Roosty of 
the AAF,” which preemed on the 
web three weegs ago as a Sunday 
night feature. 

“Guess Who” for Sheffield Farms 
shifts from the Wednesday night 
niche being taken by ‘First Nighter” 
and henceforth will be heard Satur- 
days, 7-7:30 p.m. “Return of Nick 
Carter,” formerly heard at that hour, 
drops into the station’s 10:15 Satur- 
day night slot. 

Shifts are tied in with Campana’s 
show switching and dropping of 
Dave Elman’s bond aucticn and the 
Treasury Dept.'s “Bond Wagon” 
show. 


Tom Devlin Scripting 
New Andy Devine Shew 


Andy Devine is expected to return 
to the air this summer in a comedy- 
dramatic once-weekly half-hour 
based on his former characterization 
of a ranch owner on Jack Benny’s 
radio program several seasons ago. 

Stanza currently jelling on the 
Coast with Tom Devlin writing the 
script. Guest stars will be used each 
week, with Lud Gluskin’s orch sup- 
plying the musical background. 


Chi Agency Execs Lack 
Time to Study Tele 


Chicago, April 4. 

Committee formed two weeks ago 
by the Radio Management Club to 
work out schedules for its agency 
exec members to attend a television 
study course is still trying to make 
arrangements satisfactory to all 
parties concerned. Committee con- 
sists of Harry Gilman (Erwin- 
Wasey) chairman; Mark Smith 
(Presba, Fellers and Presba), and 
Hildy Sanders (Mitchell-Faust). 

Main difficulty seerns lack of time 
on execs’ part to schedule them- 
selves to too many hours a day over 
a period of two or three weeks due 
to business pressure. In proposing 
the course, Miss Helen Carson, pro- 
gram director of WBKB, suggested 
everal hours daily for at least two 
weeks in order that a basic and 
working knowledge ceuld be ac- 
quired by the execs after which 
they could produce some _ experi- 
mental shows. 


Lynn Cantor Renewed 
St. Louis, April 4. 


Fanchon & Marco has renewed 
Lynn Cantor fer another year on 
KXOX. Miss Cantor, graduate from 
vaude and musical comedy stage, 


entered radio a year ago with her 
own program, “Lynn Castile, Movie 
Fan No. 1” on the St. Loo station. 
Her stint is commentary on pix and 
Holly wood. 

Prior to going radio, Miss Cantor 
had been partnered in vaude and 
musical comedy with Al Shean, Bert 
Lahr, Jack Haley. She also ap- 
peared in several editions of “Zieg- 
feld Follies” and with Eddie Cantor 
in “Kid Boots.” 


FEMME ANGLE ON NEWS 


“A Woman Speaks of the News,” 
thrice-weekly 15-minute stanza feae 
turing a name woman commenta- 
tor as yet unsigned, is currently bee 
ing set up. 

Idea by radio production agency, 
McCall & Rinehart, of Chicago, is 
to give comprehensive analysts of 
current events from the femme point 
of view. 
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1914 


“PASSING PARADE” 

With John Nesbitt, Ken Carpenter 
15 Mins.: Tues., Wed., Thur., 7:15 p.m. 
LIGGETT & MYERS 


WABC-CBS, New York 
iNewell-Emimett) 

John Nesbitt is one of those radio 
rarities who by the sheer force ot his 
voice and delivery” can ize a 
chatter program which is weak on 
materiai and hold. listenct wit ‘ 


script other gabbers would tind hope- 
less. Vivid demonstration o7 this was 
the Wednesday night (29) program 
in Nesbitt’. new series for Chester- 
fie As 

Tonics held little real interest bs 
themselves—the Beau Brummel and 
Lord Mountbatten items hardly clas- 
sifvine as new or unusual—but the 
Nesbitt punch and enthusiasm held 
the quarter-hour session together ana 


should have collared listeners 
“arpenter’s commercials am 
Nesbitt’s inserted plug contribute 
nothing new to ether salesmanship. 
e necepted formula tor 
ins mildness and othei 
posse ed bv the sponor'’s 
cylinders. 

“Nesbitt as 


replacement for Harrys 


James obviously is not e% pected to 
hold latter’s enthusiastic Juve-jive 
audience but should attract) more 


mature listeners who enjov unusual 


slants on incidents and individuals. 
Donn 


Sisters and Sailor’ completed 


PROGE 


M-G-M's 


New CAMEL 
| 10 pam, EW 
| 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


Iriday 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
'43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIGHTNER 


Dir.: PHIL COSCIA 


appear in 


“THE THIRD COMMANDMENT” 
With Philip Merivale 

Drama 

Producer-director: 
Writer: 
Mins... 
Sustaining 
WOR-Mutual, New 


As ap iblic service 


Joe Ripley 
Milton Geiger 
Sat., 10:15-10:45 p.m. 


York 


there must 


more programs such this one 
Racial hates and bigotries can, seem- 
ingly. never be completely subju- 
eated—but programs like this one 


can certainly help dispel them 
“The Third Commandment” ts 
notabie so much for its plea for 


not 


tolerance of Judaism: it’s more a plea 
for greater understanding between 
Christian and Jew. This it does in 
telling of the bond linking a priest 
and rabbi amid the persecution that 
followed Anschluss in Austria. It is 
i story that exvertly tells how that 
understanding can comprise the bul- 


wark of mankind in its fight against 


what we have long since termed the 
Go ile 

The Gediess in this story would be 
the Nazis—of course. Their ruthless- 


ness is 1 pointedly eviaent in a 
ight bv Jews from the 
ulation and the heart- 
‘accompanies the refusal 
the Hungarian border. 
story that’s conspicuous by 
yn in other, similar stories. 


} 
oreak that. 
of refuge at 


its repetitl 
but now, perhaps, when Jews the 
world over are preparing to cele- 


brate Passover and the deliverance 
from another Pharaoh, the message 


Was worth repeating. 

The program was linked to the 
aforementioned holiday, which. be- 
gins this Friday at sundown and lasts 


for eight days. and it was made pos- 
sible through the combined auspices 
of Mutual and the American Jewish 
Committee as the third of a series 
of similar programs sponsored by the 
latter. 

The basic story. incidentally. 
of 10, all by prominent authors. 
the Armin L. 
book. “The Ten Command- 
ments.” which Simon & Schuster 
brought out last fall and which pur- 
ports to show how all the Command- 
ments were violated by the Hitlerian 
regime. 

Philip Merivale expertly bridged 
the story’s interludes with his narra- 
tion of the Franz Werfel story, which 
Milton Geiger neatly 
Joe Ripley produced and directed. 
achieving a neat combination of 
pathos and “message. 
ter. which would be 


is one 
tnat 
Robinson- 
edited 


to cement the 


| relationship of Christian and Jew. 
vas convincingly brought home. 
Kahn. 


Ralph Minton's WIP Post 
Philadelphia, April 4. 
Minton, former promo- 
the defunct Evening 
has been appointed promo- 


Ralph H. 
tion manager of 
Ledger, 


tion director of WIP. Minton re- 
cently was public relations counsel 
for Philly’s Fourth Waar Loan. 


Who 


KKY TIKKY 


If you don't know who he is when you see page 
30 , he is a relative. 


See page 24 for Clue #2 


ws CLUE #3 


dramatized. | 


And the | 


“LISTEN, THE WOMEN” 


| With Janet Flanner, Dr. C. Mildred 
Thompson, Jean Meegan, Marcia 
| Davenport, Emily Hahn 
Producer: Ray Knight 
30 Mins.: Sun., 10-10:50 
Sustaining 
WIZ-Biue, New York 

silled a a combination quiz and 
forum, this temme version of “Intor- 
mation Please” naturally leaves itself 
open to comparison with the Heinz 
Monday night standb: As presented 


on preem (2) it shaped up more as a 


forum. Each session will have four 
different women particivating, with 
Janet Flanner. of the New Yorker 


mag, as permanent emcee. Onpcner 
presented a quartet of topflighters— 
Dr. C. Mildred Thompson, dean of 
Vassar; Jean Mee an, of the AP. and 
authors Marcia Dav enport and Emily ? 
Hahn. e As pelts they proved a 
foursome of articulate women. well 
versed en current alfair If as an- 
nounced, future participants need 


further qualiiications than 
there remains an ele- 
t the program 


have no 
the gift of gab, 
ment of 
will retain as much 

Sunday night's initial broadcast de- 
veloped along the lines of a 
symposium on posed questions, Miss 
Flanner doing the querying and each 
contestant in turn voicing her opin- 
ions. As all of the participants were 
more than capable in baekground 
and knowledge. the answers natural- 
lv develoved some interesting view- 
points. Whether or net the Judy 
O’Gradys will prove as worthwhile. 
however, remains to be heard, 

Too, that one handicap of 
the female voice. Were it possible to 
pitch it several notes lower on the 
scale or slow up the speed of dcliv- 
ery, the program would gain much in 
clarity and force. Rose. 


whether 


interest... 


doubt 


more 


there's 


“PALMOL IV E PARTY” 

With Barry Wood, Patsy 
othy Lamour, Orchestra 

Writer: Cy Howard 

Preducer: Don Cope 

30 Mins.; Sat., 10 p.m, 

PALMOLIVE-PEET CO. 


' by Toni Myles, striking blonde from | 


Kelly, Dor-— 
the 7 p. m 


WEAF-NBC, N.Y. 
(Bates) 

Variety proeram replacing the 
Millon Dollar Band show. retaining | 
Barry Wood and the band, but add-} 
|ing Patsy Kelly and guest stars each | 


'week, has the makings of a good| 
|show. put the debut program. suf- 
fered badly from a poor and too-! 
wordy script. Wood, Miss Kelly and 
guest Dorothy Lamour did what they 
could, and. in view of what they had 
to contend with. their efforts were 


commendable. 

Wood has become a nicely polished 
m.c...and his vocal efforts this pro- 
gram. which covered “San Fernando 
Valley.” “Poinciana” and a duo with 
| Miss Lamour of “That Old Feeling,” 
were nicely handled Miss Kelly 
showed nice potentialities in her 
|} spotting as a wise-cracking resident. 

Miss Lamour’s faded sarong pro- 
vided the basis for the script in- 
volving her. and it was dull from be- 
ginning to end. 
Miss Kelly took part in a skit where- 
| in the former was the latter’s grand- 
| mother, explaining the wrapping. It 


| was slow. 
Palmolive’s commercials are okay, 
the “lovelier comnl«xion” 


Wood. 


stressing 
qualities. 


Television Review 


|“WHAT’'S NEW WITH MADEMOI- 
SELLE” 

| With Toni Myles, Glendorra Donald- 
son, Dick Bradley, Fred Carter 

| Writers-Producers: 
| Geri Trotta 
Director: Miss Hughes 

15 Mins.: Wed., 9:55 p.m. 

| STREET & SMITH 

| W2XWV-DuMont, N. Y. 

As might be expected. preem video 
| performance On behalf of Mile. re- 
| lected smart and intelligent approach 
to problem, but was short on show- 
}manship. Two of the juve fashion 
| mag’s editors, the Misses Hughes and 
Trotta, did a nice condensing job, 
| boiling down contents of the March 
issue into a 15-minute tele show, but 
failed to provide sufficient puneh to 


; really sell the stuff. 

Show opened with full-screen shot | 
of Mlile.’s cover, and shifted to living 
!room with two smart-looking gals 


| giving their homework the swerve in 
favor of ooh-oohing over latest 
Quick rundown of contents followed, 
i with stopoffs for oe and 
fashion Plugs for 
Best & Co. id’ Helena Rubinstein 
were very subtly. Mod- | 
fou: and lines were well handled | 


WANTED | 


For, 
Left-Handed 
Variety Radio Show 


Write—N.C.A.C. 
711! 5th Ave., New York 22 


At one point she and, 


issue, | 


Southpaw Talent | 


_Frances Hughes, | 


Mademoiselle-John Powers sta- | 
ble, and- brunette Glendorra Donald- | 
son, radio and tele actress with past 
experience in the GE video stutiio at 
Schenectady. 

Opening chatter was too long, and 
failed to sell Mademoiselle right off 
the bat. But when the kids went 
into the fashion routine it made {vi 
smoother sailing. The blonde dressed 
up a new dress and underwent a hair 
transformation in a neat demonstra- 
tion of what tele can mean fashion- 
wise in the future. Showing of hats, 
however, was done too = quickly 
from the femme viewpoint. so that 
no real idea of the stvle, etc., came 
through on the screen. 
of Harlem editor Dan 
Burleigh. Fred Carter, came on to 
video former's “Jive Othello” tune 
published in March issue of mag. | 
Strutting and cigar smoking by the 
dusky shuffler failed to get across. | 
Main reason was that camera range 
never extended to capture dancer's 
dogs. and his upper body contortions 
weren't enough to give illusion of | 
stepping. Carter's costumes, suppos- | 
edly a combo of Shakespeare and 
zoot suitings, also was lost in video. 
All music was recorded, 

Despite shortcomings, however, 
Mile.’s experimental shot on DuMont 
gave ample proof that by trial and | 


the 


A protege 


error a socko format can be devised 
to sell mags, fashions, fiction, fea- 
tures, ete... on the television screen. 


Editors Hughes and Trotta definitely 


are on the right track—thev just 
need a few more shows under thei 
belts. Donn. 


Followup Comment 


Shifted from Sunday afternoon to 
. spot Saturdays as of last 
with talent from Bill Hardey’s Gay 
week (1), “The Good Old , Days,” 
Nineties, N. Y. nitery, filled the ether 
with 30 minutes of nostalgic music. 
A pleasant interlude on the Blue. 
| 
Larry Menkin’s adaptation of John | 
Hersey's “A Bell for Adano” on the 
“Words at War” (NBC) prograrn last | 
Tuesday night (28) wasan unusually 
effective job, both from. scripting 
standpoint and acting. In its treat- 
ment of the problem of winning over 
the liberated Italians and bringing 


relief to the victims of fascism the 
program_had the same hard-h ittiy 
quality as the book, 


Frank Sinatra and Lauritz Me! 


'chior, his guest last Wednesday (29, 
on the former’s CBS show. squared 
off. the Voice giving out with pop 


version of tunes 
holding the 
Good singing, 


and the Met: pera 
fort for his forte. 
good dialog, 


star 


200d show 


on program's tee-off in switch to 
New York. 

Device on Mutual's “Abe Lincoln's 
Story” Sunday (2) of quoting ver. 
‘batim from Lincoln's speeches dur ing 
the Douglas debates on slavery was 
| most fortunate, with result that the 
' half-hour really carried a messave. 


Present-day campaign orators could 
do themselves and the nation a ser. 
vice by adopting the Civil War presj- 


dent's courageous course of defining 


ithe issues and telling the citizenry 
exactly where he took his position 
in regard to them. It will work in 


1944 even as it did in 1858. 


Quinney With CFAR 
Regina, Sask.-G. B. “Gerry” 
Quinney. production manager of 
CKRM. Regina, has taken over man- 


agement of CFAR, Flin Flon, Man. 


AND HIS 
GIRL ORCHESTRA 
THIS WEEK 


STATE THEATRE 
NEWARK 


ALL 


Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 
Direction: William Morris Agey. 


Mail your data to 


CARL OPPENHEIMER C.P.A. 


and have his offiee prepare your 
estimated tax return 


DUE APRIL 15 
»Phone GR. 0881—HO. 5111 


Sulte 223 Guaranty Building 
6331 Hollywood Blvd. 


iT ALL ADDS UP...TO 3! 


Here’s a simple—and completely dependable formula 


for placing your spot announcements in Hartford. Get 
WDRC’s winning combination of coverage, programs 
and rate! Connect in Connecticut by using WDRC! 


BASIC CBS 
Connecticut's 
Pioneer 
Broadcaster 


Must 


versatile person. 


and editing. 


ten Or supervised; and 
have. 


Please Don’t Answer unless 
really outstanding. Box 43, 
New York 19, New York. 


Top Organization Needs Top Man 
Supervising Writer— Editor 


Excellent New York opportunity for capable, 


and /or network experience in script writing 


Write full details in complete confidence. Tell 
us the jobs you've had, the shows you’ve writ- 


Send along a snapshot if you have it. 


have thorough agency 


the ineome you must 


your radio background Is 
Variety. 154 W. 46th St.. 
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ORCHESTRAS-—MUSIC 


Court Rules Feist Owns Fisher 
Songs Written During Employment 


Important decision by Judge¢ 
Alexander Back in N. Y. 


Bondy in N. Y. federal court ruled 
that Fred Fisher wrote his pop songs 
Willard Alexander returned to 
N. Y. last week, followfng a lengthy, 


jn 1912 for Leo Feist, Inc. on a 
straight “for hire” contract, hence 

enforced stay on the Coast due to 
illness. 


he. nor his estate, has any equity in 
these songs. It’s a marked victory 
ist j y respects, most Sa- 
for Feist in many resp . Head of the William Morris agency 
band department is not yet fully 
recovered from a breakdown; he 


Jient of which is the fact that this 
must rest several more weeks. 


automatically obviates any need for 
Robbins wutfit (Metro) 


the negotiation of the renewal rights. 

Incidentally, Fisher’s $30 and $50- 
a-week songwriting contract with 
Feist in 1912 is a far cry from to- 


day's $1,000 and $2,000-a-week pacts 
accorded songsmiths by music pub- 
lishers and Hollywood studios. When 
Feist paid Fisher $50 a week. $20 of 
jt was as a payrolled songplugger, 
but the $30-a-week was as an ad- 
vance against future royalties, and 
hence deductible from same. 

Specifically “Peg O’ My Heart” 
and “When I Get You Alone To- 
night” are among the many Fisher 
hits turned out for Feist between 
June, 1912 and April, 1915. 

Fred Fisher Music Corp., Inc., now 
operated by his widow, Anna, sued 
Feist and Famous Music Corp. as a 
test case on the “Peg” song. Famous 
was implicated because lyricist Al- 


fred Bryan had sold the renewal 
rights to that firm but, subsequently, 
the action against Famous was 
dropped. 


Under this decision Feist not only 
gains an jmportant advantage as re- 
gards Fisher’s own prolific catalog, 
but also as regards many other hit 
songs of that period, since Feist’s 
contracts were all predicated on a 
similar “for hire” arrangement, 
against royalties. Julian T. Abeles 
successfully defended Feist in this 
important test case. 


Berlin-Bornstein 
May Strike Deal 


Latest indications are that Irving 
Berlin may tilt his ante from $400,000 
to possibly a half million in order to 
buy out Saul H. Bornstein in Berlin, 
Inc. This will enable Bornstein to 
wind up with perhaps $250,000 or 
more cash, plus all the non-Irving 
Berlin songs for his end, 

Berlin then would use 
compositions as a nucleus for 
other publishing company. 


his own 
an- 


5. F. Musicians 


Standby Rule for Aud. 
Traveling Band Dates 


San Francisco, April 4. 

Travelling bands will perhaps be 
locked out of this town’s Civie Au- 
ditorium following a standby rule 
put into effect by local musicians last 
week. Based on an old agreement 
with the Aud the local has decreed 
that any name band playing a one- 
nighter there must augment to 30 
men, using S. F. musicians, or pay 


standby salaries for an entire 30- 
man group, 
Since few name combos can add 


extra men without special arrange- 
ments (except, possibly, in the case 
of strings and then only in certain 
instances) the rule will undoubtedly 
force majority of travelling bands to 
avoid the Aud. Sammy Kaye, booked 
there last week, was the first to suf- 
fer by the regulation, which was put 


Loses 2 Film Tunes 
To BVC in Precedent 


Two tunes included in the picture 
“Ziegfeld Follies’ will be published 
by Bregman, Vocco & Conn, the first 
time that melodies in a Metro film 
have gone outside the Robbins-Feist- 
Miller firms, which are half-owned 
by Metro. 

Tunes involved. “This Heart of 
Mine” and “There’s Beauty Every- 
where,” written by 


virtue of a deal that firm has with 
Warren to publish his songs. 


HUTCHENRIDER SETTLES 


Clarence Hutchenrider, former sax 


player in the Glen Gray Casa Loma | 


his $100,000 
action 


settled 
accounting 


has 
and 


orchestra, 
damage 


against Gray and manager F. C. | 


(“Cork”) O'Keefe. 
$7.000 originally 


He accepteu the 
proffered for the 


shares he held in the Casa Loma cor- cluded 


poration. 

Hutchenrider several months ago 
instituted suit against Gray and 
O'Keefe, asking primarily for an ac- 
counting of the band’s profits. De- 
fendants, however, claimed that he 
no longer was a member of the cor- 
poration, having sold his shares back 
to them for the 7G, hence could 
not sue for an accounting. This point 
was ordered cleared up by the court 
before the damage and accounting 
action could proceed. Settlement, of 
course, nullified all moves. 


Oberstein Negotiating 
For Standard Catalog 


Harry Warren | 
and Arthur Freed, went to BVC by | 


| possibly 
| feeling regarding an early settlement 
| of 


| 


| versy with the AFM, Disc, scheduled 


Eli Oberstein, head of Classic Rec- | 


ords (Hit label), is negotiating 
purchase the Schuberth Music Co., a 
catalog that is comprised of valuable 
standards including works by Victor 
Herbert, Carrie Jacobs Bond, et al. 
It came to attention two years ago 
with “Intermezzo,” originally from a 


Swedish film, later remade in U. S. |} 


is affiliated 


Firm 


with Society of | 


European Stage Authors and Com- | 


posers. 
the end of this week. 


Deal may be completed by | 


Oberstein recently withdrew as} 
co-owner of Ford Music Co., now 
operated by Sam Wigler and Abe 
Glaser. It is affiliated with BMI. 


He's also g.m. of Fred Fisher Music. 


Harry ‘Moss Shifts To 
MCA Theatre Dept. 


Harry Moss, head of Musie Corp. 
of America’s one-night department, 
is shifting into that agency’s the- 
atre division this week to work in 
association with Johnny Dugan. In 
addition to the time he spends on 
theatre selling, Moss wiil continue 
servicing certain location 


accounts } 


into effect the afternoon of his ap-| that he has always handled. 

pearance. | Jack Whittemore takes over the 
Kaye offered to hire 14 men to in- | entire one-night department. 

crease his band to the required 30} — 

men, but insisted the additions sit B (C ll d A . 

with the band only and not play. arnet a e gain 

pe was rejected and ne wee forced| Charlie Barnet, who has been re- | 
0 pay for the full 30 local musicians, | j;e¢teq for service twice since the be- 


who played intermissions. 


Prager Sees Music Biz 
In Mexico on Upbeat 


Mexico City, April 4. 

Bernard Prager, of Robbins Music 
Co., who returned to New York after 
three weeks here was impressed by 
boost in sheet music sales in Mexico. | 
He said Robbins was printing its | 
most popular U. S. tunes in Spanish. | 

He said Latin-American music is | 
mighty popular but that it was sur- 
prising how well strictly American 
tunes go. Prager cited that Evereit| 


| ginning of the \ 


labelled for a 


Leader will! 


rear, ji 
third induction physical 
take it in N. Y. April 12. 

Barnet’s last 4F delivered 
after he was held for examination 
several days at Governors Island, 
N. Y. He is currently in San Fran- 
cisco, at the Golden Gate theatre, 
with a new band formed after re- 
cently completing a solo film chore at 


RKO. 


Hampton Hot $3,000, Hub 
Boston, April 4. 

Lionel Hampton's band invaded 

Symphony Hall! here for a jazz con- 


|Publishers at the Ritz-Carlton hotel, 
|N. Y., another of the goodwill pow- | 


FOR 7G WITH GLEN GRAY 


Local 77 Orders Band 
Strike at Phila. Hotel 


Philadelphia, April 4. 
Billy Marshall's orchestra, a Meyer 
| D..sis unit, was pulled out on strike 
| Saturday (1) shortly before the 
at the Benjamin 


i luncheon 
Move followed 


| 
| Franklin hotel here. 
over salary in- 
77 finally 


[weeks of controversy 
' pulling the band when hotel refused 


show 


creases, with AFM local 


;to grant $11 per man pay jumps, 
| which were agreed pending 


Frankie Carle's Quick Upbeat 
Putting Heat on Agency Execs 


# Frankie Carle’s orchestra since its 
| debut Feb. 13 at the Pennsylvania, 

New Tune Corp. Founded | hotel, N. Y., has had an unusual ef- 
fect on the executive and talent end 

Hollywood, April 4. | of the band business. His quick suc- 
Imperial Enterprises, Inc . has} cess has put virtually every executive 
been incorporated by Martin Gosch,| on a hot seat with leaders in business 
radio producer, and Ted Grouya,| longer than he, including men cone 


| 
| 
upon | so Ovwriter ics > 
Wak Taker | Songwriter, for publication and eX-' nected with the General Amus, 
re 4zabdor Oal app! OVal. ploitation of music. Corp which hand Th 
WLB recently ruled on the case, Distribution deal has been worked | jeaders t 
| but failed to give complete sanction |} out with Fred Waringe’s Words & | eaders cannot understand how a 


|for the increas-s, Hotel refused to 
|} grant higher salaries because of this 
| and rejected request for payment to 
men of retroactive cash since last 
September. Union claimed the WLB 
did not specifically forbid the raise, 
then ordered the strike. 

Hotei’s Ice Revue went on that 
afternoon and evening sans music. 


Music, Radio Toppers 
Gladhand Each Other 
At ASCAP Annual Fete 


Third year after the ASCAP-BMI 
“peace” saw last Wednesday's (29) 
annual dinner of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 


new outfit can achieve the work con- 
tracts Carle has signed. all in the 
space of a few months—and they've 


Music company. 


wows between music and radio. Al- 
most all the network toppers were 
present, by special invitation. Over 
650 crowded the Ritz’s ballroom for 
the occasion, presided over by prexy 
Deems Taylor, who stressed anew 
that there would bo spa@eches save 
for the introductories of the notables 
present. 

A short show which followed in- 
a transcription of Taylor's 
guest-shot on the Ed Gardner “Duf- 
fy’s Tavern” show, with emphasis on 
“Archie's” “Leave Us Face It” song 
from that radio program. 


COL. REISSUING DISC 


WLB to Hear Petrillo’s 
Objections to Negative 
Panel Decision Fri. (7) 


Washington, April 4. 

War Labor Board has set Friday 
(7) to hear arguments by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians and 
representatives of Columbia Records. 
NBC Transcriptions and RCA-Victor, 
over the N. Y. Panel's recent recom- 
mendation against the AFM case. 
Panel found that Petrillo’s recording 
ban was, in effect, a strike. 

Panel’s recommendations were 
made to the WLB several weeks azo 
and before the expiration of the 10 
days which the AFM had to file an- 
swer, the latter requested a delay to 
prepare its case. 


MUSIC BIZ MULLING 


Manpower shortage in the music 
business is approaching the acute 
stage. There are more than a half 
dozen top firms currently operating 
with staffs below normal, Experi- 
enced replacements simply cannot be 


gotten without raiding opposition 
firms, a practice that hasn't become 
too prevalent so far. But it’s in- 


creasing. 
Not too many of the field's execu- 


BY JAMES-SINATRA 


Columbia Records is releasing an- 


| 


other old Harry James recording fea- | 


move that 
company’s 


turing Frank Sinatra, a 
indicates the 
its ‘and RCA-Victor’s) contro- 
for April 24 release, carries “Every 
Day of My Life.’ published by Fa- 


mous, and “Little Street in Singa- ing for some time to go into the 
to | pore.” by Shapiro-Bernstein, both |} record business. Two dises by Jan 
Vocalled by Sinatra. Garber’s orchestra comprise the 


Before recording Sinatra last fall 
with vocal accompaniment, Colum- 
bia reissued a James-Sinatra cou- 
pling titled “All or Nothing at All,” 
which took advantage of Sinatra's 
rising popularity and became a best- 
seller. 


THE MANPOWER BLUES 


| have done that. 


been asking embarrassing questions, 

For example, few bands ever get 
to play one of the major N. Y. spots 
—while Carle debuted at the Penn- 
sylvania, one of the best prestig 
jobs in the country. Within 10 
weeks after his bow he was signed 
into the Capito] theatre on Broad- 
way at $6,500 per. Last straw, how- 
ever, was Carle’s assignment to the 
Old Gold radio program in place of 
Sammy Kaye. 

Established leaders that 
| Carle’s jump has stimulated interest 
in bands of their own among side- 
_men who feel they have as much 
j talent. These men are aware of the 
| haxards of forming a band in these 


assert 


times, of course. 
While many musicians and leaders 


have the idea he came out of ob- 
| Scurity to click overnight. Carle's 
potency, actually, is based on the 


| fact he has sold more than 5.000.000 
/ piano solo recordings, issued by Co- 
/lumbia Records in Album form. Not 
many bands or individual artists 


Romberg Again 
Prez of SPA 


tives have been lost to the draft, 
since the majority are men over-age. | 


| Tobias, 
WOR, N. i Releasing | stalled as v.p. and Milton Drake as 
Its 1st Records This Wk.' 


WOR, N. Y. (Mutual), will release 
its first records under a “Feature” 
label this Friday (7) after threaten- 


initial release. They are inscribed 
with “Long Ago and Far Away,” 
from film “Cover Girl,” “People Will 


Election of officers of the Song- 
Writers Protective Assn. was come 
pleted last week. results returning 
Sigmund Romberg to the presidency 
for another two years Charles 


former secretary, wi: in- 
2d v.p. Latter post is newly created, 

Abel Baer was reelected treasurer 
Sam Stept took the secretary 
spot formerly held by Tobias. 


Berlin Files Suit Against 
Coin Machine User For 
Infringement of ‘Marie’ 


| Say,” from legit “Oklahoma.” and “I 
Love You,” from legit “Mexican 
Hayride,” “Once Too Often” from | 


film “Pin Up Girl.” Retail price will 
be 59c. 


Charging infringement of its 
“Marie” copyright via a recording 
in a cOin machine, Irving Berlin, 


Inc., last week (30) filed a $5,000 acs 
tion against Marco Anziano,. restaue 


. Nat Abramson, WOR sustaining | rant owner of New Rochelle. N 
3 Pubs File Infringement | «ivector. conducts recordings and re- | in N. federal court, 
; : : | leases are to be distributed through | Complaint alleges that prior te 
| Suits Against N. ¥. Nitery Modern Vending Co. Pressings are | April 15, 1942, Anziano employed a 
|turned out by Clark, Newark manu- | pjanist in his establishment and was 
| Suit charging infringement of four | facturer, who also presses Musicraft | jjcensed to perform Berlin copy- 
songs was filed Friday (31) in N. Y.| discs. rights. However. on or about that 
| Federal court by Harms, Inc., ge — time he dismissed the musician, 
Joy, Inc., and Shapiro. Bernstein & = l dre “i his license and i! led ¢ 
|Co., Inc., against D. and S-B Nixes $10,000 Offer ano 
lie as S a, iers of t inder the ec -ioht t he 
us in nh piace 
|} Complaint charges that the de- Bob Miller, owner of Bob Miller | since a fee is not charged auditors 
|fendants on Ociober 23, 1943. and!Music Co. and publisher of “Star |for such performance and he does 
| various other times infringed on the | Spangled Banner Waving Some- | not profit by it. 
Harms copyright, “It Can't Be where,” which sold ove 1.250.000 | Berlin, however, disputes this, cone 
|\Wrong.”’ Santly’s, “Honeysuckle | copies last year, offered Shapiro- | tending that Anziano sells food and 
Rose.” and “It’s the Talk of the Bernstein $10,000 last week for | beverages and did so he eme- 
| Town,” and S-B's copyright, “On the | tune titled “I'd Like to Give My Dog | ployed the pianist. This. in eflect, 
Sunny Side of the Street,” by giving |to Uncle Sam.” Shapiro rejected the | constitutes an admission charge ce 
public performance for profit. | bid. he profits by it, therefore he violates 
Pubs seek an injunction to restrain| Tune was written by “Red River | the copyright infringement by 
and enjoin defendants performing its | Dave.” radio singer (WOR-Mutual) publicly performing oO ed 
| songs during pendency of this action} #"d recorded by him recently for usic for profit without a liccnse. 
and $250 for each of the said in- | Savoy Records. Miller: jusual bid —— 
Ine rathon coupons, Leo Romanelll, 
“in Lincoln Park Renews Bands | focal band leader, 
time in his downtown hotel room | Worcester, Mass.. April 4. six months in jail. Constable Kirk- 
brought him into Federal Court last| Name bands will again appear at man of the Mounties accused the 
week. | the Cocoanut Grove in Lincoln Park | maestro with introducing him to 
Federal agents testified that Vil-| here this summer, Frank Duffy, ; Earl Catheart, another member of 
laire had a 10 by 14-inch earth- | city’s dance impresario, has already | the black market ring. who had se- 
; inked George Auld to open. May 6.|cured coupons from Jean Phee. a 


filled tray carefully planted with lo- 
coweed from which marih is 
extracted. Agents also declared Vil- | 
laire. when arrested, had 16 
huana cigarets, a can of bulk mari- 
huana and a sifting and rolling ma- 
chine on his person. 

Federal Judge Edward J. Moinet 


lana 


mari- | 


Spot several years ago drew the top 
bands of the country, but 


ing. 
Duffy hopes to operate every Sat- 
urday night. 


recently | headquarters here. 
has been given over to roller skat- 


Hoagland at Ciro’s plays as manyj| cert Sunday (2) Drew close to a 
American tunes an evening as native | full house at $2.20 top to gross an 
ones and that most popular Ameri- | estimated $3,000 on the one-night 
can tunes are oldtimers, _ 


placed him on three years’ probation 


and advised him to turn his planting Corp. of America executive, entered | 


| skill to a Victory Garden. 


Russ Facchine, Chicago Music 


| the Navy last week. 


top employee in the Oil Controller's 
He is charged 


' with the theft of coupons. good for 


| 15.300 gallons of gas. 

Romanellji admitted in court he 
'got $10 for each customer he steered. 
'It was also proven that the baton- 
vielder himself bought $150 worth 
‘ef coupons and sold the pages for 
$165. 


ing 
| 
tet. | | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
terry” | 
‘ of | 
_ 
| 
P A. ; | | 
— 
te | | | 
| | 
| | fi 
| | 
| 
a 
| 
| 
ll 


30 ORCHESTRAS-—MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 5, 1914 


EB. Marks Asks Court to Settle 
Doll’ Heir Claims; Holding 


Answers to the iit brought by 
Harry Wonnell. as administrator of 
the estate of 
peser of “Paper Doll,” 
ing of royalties, were filed on Fri- 


day (31) in N. Y. Federal court by 
Edward B. Marks Music Corp. 
Marks, denying all allegations of 


Wonnell. wants the court to de- 
termine who is entitled to royalties: 
it is holding than $15,000 
awaiting payment to the proper 
claimant, Wonnell demand this 
cash as administrator upon consent 


more 


Johnny S. Black, com- | 


for account- | 


of Sallie Black Waldo. who claims to 
be Black’s widow. But Marks al- 
one Willie Icia Black, known 
as Willie Icia Kissick, has instituted 
action against Wonnell and first al- 
leged widow, in which she asserts 
that she is Black’s widow. She also 
asserts that Wonnell is not the duly | 
She wants 


leges 


appointed administrator. 
the dough. 

Another claim is by one Mattie S. 
Shanks. Marks points out. An ac- 
tion is pending against Wonnell and 
Marks which 


from this source, in 


10 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending April 1) 


Fou < ... Chappell 
When They Ask .......- Berlin 
Don't Sweetheart Me Advanced 
Love, Love, Love ... Santly 
River of Roses..........Shapiro 
Mairzy Doats ...........Miller 
A Lovely Way Crawford 
Wish I Could Hide .. Shapiro 
Besame Mucho ..... Melodylane 


I Couldn't Sleep ...T. B. Harms 


lthat the court find out 


with the late Black and she also 
wants the money. 

Marks wants the court to have 
all claimants made party plaintiffs 


them to combine claims; 


who among 


and order 


she claims to be sole owner of “Doll” | the said claimants is entitled to the 


rights, under an alleged agreement | 


royalties. 


CHESTER, KASSEL SET 


TO RECORD FOR CLASSIC 


Kassel or- 
affiliated 
label, 

Classic 


Bob Chester and Art 
chestras, both formerly 
RCA-Victor’: Bluebird 
record for 


with 
have signed to 
Records. 


possibly the week following. 


Classic also has contracted Eddy 
won't 
record him until the band comes east 


Howard, Chicago leader, but 


later in the spring. 


Milt Stavin, formerly with T. B. 
Harms in Chicago, now professional 
manager at Shapiro-Bernstein, N. Y., 
Stavin is also 
| manager of singer Harry Cool. 


replacing Irving Mills. 


Chester's band, currently | atre here week of May 19 
at the Park Central hotel, N. Y., will | a new vaudfilm policy aimed 
do its first date next week, Kassel 


= = 


CHORUS 
Moderate 


ght 


am-bo 


Tikeky Tame 


Ram-bo 


Copyright 


Tik 
rf Lk-Ky 


Boom! 


sew York, N.Y. 
1619 Broadway, New York, 


ky Tambo 


See page 20 


for Clue #1] | 


T. Dorsey at Downtown, 
Detroit, as First Step To ° 
Buck Par at Michigan 


Detroit, April 4 
Tommy Dorsey's orchestra has 
been booked into the Downtown the. 


to begin 

to buck 
the Paramount-booked Michigan 
which also plays name bands. Deri 
sey is the first of a string of about 
|eight top combinations set for tha 
house, which has a capacity of about 
| 3,000. Music Corp. of America is 
servicing. 
| Downtown has been closed for 
several months for alterations. 
has not been able to reopen because 
of difficulty in negotiating contracts 
for films, a barrier that is now being 
settled. 


Band Review 


LENNY CONN ORCH (16) 
With Mary Ann Stewart . 
Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood 
Lenny Conn is not a regular here, 
but subs fof featured band on Mors. 
day off-night. Ensemble is 


come. 
prised of radio station staff musi. 
cians. They might organize on a 


permanent basis for try at top flight 
bookings. 

Band consists of five sax, three 
trombones, three trumpets, four- 
piece rhythm section and the leader 
on clarinet. It is strictly a swing 
outfit with arrangements — built 
around one o. the hottest clarinets 
on any bandstand. Conn compares 
favorably with anyone on the instru- 
ment. Same holds true of all the 
group. They dish it out “hot” and 
never let the audience cool off. Reg- 
ular following makes Monday night 
as strong as average week night for 
1ame bands. Conn prepares his own 
arrangements and could specialize 
in that channel if he chose to give us 
the baton. 

Mary Ann Stewart's voice is of 
the same calibre as the outfit. Her 
delivery is first rate and her voice 
efYective, 


Music Notes 


Gene de Paul and Don Rav com- 
pleted “Lost In a Harem” 
Metro, week before de Paul's indue- 
tion, 


score at 


| Johnny Burke fitting new lyries 
to “Road to Morocco,” for use in 
Par’s “Road to Utopia.” 


Jesse Stool returns to Chicago as 
Famous representative this week. 

Victor Parfonry appointed head of 
the Lajin-American department of 
B. Marks Music. 


Alec Wilder made & tune out of 
the hepcat expression, ‘Stop That 
Dancing Up There,’ for publication 
by Leeds Music Co. 

Mack Gordon and Jimmy Monaco 

three hours to clef “Bessie in 
‘Trish Eyes Are Smite 
t 20th-Fox 


took 
a wiustie to. 
ing” a 
Charles Reisner and Jack Keony 
sold their song, “Easy On the Eves, 


to, Mills Music Co. 


Upbeat 


Capt. Glenn Miller’s seven-year, 
post-war film contract with 20th-Fox 
was completed and formally signed 
last week. Miller is leading an Air 
Corps band at Yale U. 

Peggy Mann, singer with 
| Powell, replaces Gladys Tell 
| Jimmy Dorsey after completing Pow- 
ell’s current Sherman hotel, Chicago, 
| date. 


Te iy 


| 

} Eastwood Gardens, Detroi!. 
sumes full-week 
|} May. 


operation late ia 


Chris Cross, who closed recen' 
at Dempsey’s Restaurant. N. Y. 
enlarging his novelty combination ts 
15 men. 

Muggsy Spanier, back in N. Y. 
after layoff in Chi, joined Miff Moles 
jazz band at Nick's, Greenwich Vil- 
lage, replacing Sterling Bose. 

Sgt. Buddy Cole, former drummet 
with the bands of Alvino Rey ar¢ 
Harry James, now in the personnes: 
office of the AAA School at Cans 
Davis, N. C. 


Kenny Rassmussen, pianis' with 
Sammy Watkins’ band at Hollendes 
Vogue. Room, Cleveland, left te 8 


solo at Marty Lake’s Society Louse 
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PRAISE, Indeed! 


WHEELING STEEL GORPORATION 


GENERAL OFFICES 
o WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA 


J. L. GRIMES 
GENERAL ADVERTISING MANAGER Merch 23, 1944 


Nr. Wes Frazer 

Genl. Prof. Mgr. 
Marchant Music Publishers 

1619 Broadway 

New York, N. Y. 


Dear Mr. Frazer: 


«: I think you are entitled to know that we 
have been deluged by requests for words and music 
of "THE PRAYER OF A NATION," coming from all parts 
of the country. 


Our m&il this morning was rather estounding 
and I wish you would inform Mr. Davis. We have never 
had euch reaction from redio listeners to 4 song on 
our program. 


Sincerely, 


Advertising Maney er 


JLG:CHE 


TION 


From the House That Gave You 


SILHOUETTES 


Here’s a Beautiful Ballad, too 


| WANT EVERYONE TO KNOW 


by BENNY DAVIS, NAT BURTON, TED MURRY 


A Real Rhythmic Novelty 


TWENTY-SEVEN TIMES AROUND THE BLOCK 


by SAMMY GALLUP, DICK KUHN, CHAS. SHAW 


MARCHANT “MUSIC PUBLISHERS 1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


‘ES. FRAZER. Gen. Prof. Mer. 
HOLLY WOoOD—Arthur Piantadosi == CHICAGO—Trving Ullman 


| 
vn, | 
| 
higan 
| 
| 
_-For a Rousing Ballad 
RAYER 
THI: p BENNY DAVIS and rED MUREI | 
"ate | 
| 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cove 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount desiquates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers Total 
Weeks Tast Covers 
Band Hotel Vlised Week On Date 
bmil Petti Biltmore (400: $1-$1.50)........... 2 75 2.650 
+ Lani McIntire....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......... 112 1.900 202,925 
Jerry Wald.......New Yorker (490; $1-S1.50) 4 2,650 8,775 
Frankie Carle....Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50) ....... 7 2.800 19,425 | 
Beo Reisman... 6 2,850 19,150 | 
Bovd Raeburn... Lineoln (275; $1-$1.50) 900 4,650 
Guy Lombardo Roosevelt (400: $1-$1.50).......... 26 2,100 48,725 | 
Vaughn Monroe Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 2 1,675 4.600 | 
* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker aud Biltmore | 
have ice shows. Waldorf has Gracie Fields; Commodore, Glenn Miller’s 
Modernaires; Lexington, Hawaiian floor show. 
Los Angeles 
Freddie Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-S1.50). Paycheck weekend equals 
4.200 tabs. 
= Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Hot 4.300 covers, 
Chicago | 
Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Slight 
drop, but Bondshu and Dwight Fiske plaved to neat 3.000. 
Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
- Conventions helped Joy reach fine 5,300. 
> Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100; 50c¢ and 
fac cover charge. plus $1.25 min.). Oliver did excellent 6,000. 


George Olsen (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 700; $2 50-$3 min.). 
week, accounted for okay 2,695. 

Teddy Powell (Panther Roem, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Powel! accounted for around 5,200. good. 


lsen, 


In St 


til 


/ Ran Wilde ‘Empire Room. Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Hilde- 
garde and Wilde a sellout; 11,500 again. 
Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
(Los Angeles) 
Hal McIntyre (Palladium B, Hollywood, second week). Holding on 


strongly. Good weekend will ‘better 30,000. 
Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, 12th week). Slight div to 7,500. 
Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 23d week). This place only 
holds 5.200. 


CAPTAIN MIKE NIDORF Boris Morros to Publish 
BACK TO GEN’L AMUS. Leopold Stokowski Works. 


Capt. Mike Nidorf, v.-p. of Gen-| Boris Morros Musie Co. has con- | 
eral Amus. Corp., peels his uniform | tracted with Leopold Stokowski to | 
April 10 and will return to his | publish all of the latter’s symphonic | 
former spot with the agency. His| arrangements, a move that the con- | 
release from service stems from re-| ductor has heretofore steadfastly re- | 
cent regulations regarding over-age | fused to consider, Deal was consum- | 

men. | mated last week. 

Nidorf has been in service ap- | Morros Music also has an agree- 

proximately two years &nd was sta-| ment with Sergei Koussevitzky to} 


tioned the majority of that time in 


Chemical Warfare. he owns. However, the music is in | 
| and inaccessible for the dura- 
tion. 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
CWAC Service Bands 


An All-Time Favorite 


LOVELY 
LADY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
Robbins 


Toronto, April 4. 

Bands of the Canadian Women’s 
Army Corps, including Scots piper 
units, will undertake trans-Canada 
tours, according to headquarters an- 
Bands will fan 
from various central depots but all, 
‘ultimately, will have travelled from 
| cOast to coast. 

Curious point is that all units will 
complete their routes in Vancouver 


nouncement. 


publish a large group of copyrights | 


To Go on Exhibition. 


out | 


Proposal Made for Coast 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following is list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for the 


Representation at ASCAP 
Bo d M , , N y week beginning Monday and through Sunday, March 27-April 2 from 5p. 
ar eelings in tol a.m. List represents the first approximately 25 leaders in 


; West coast members of the Amecr- | order (in some cuses there are ties, accounting for a longer list) The 
ican Society of Authors, Composers compilations embrace the NBC..CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as repre- 
and Publishers, left without repre- | sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data 


sentation on the Society's board of | provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the 
directors since the defeat of L. Wolfe | music publishing industry. 
Gilbert, may get the privilege of | ‘ 
sending one of thei: eciuce east at | TITLE PUBLISHER 
ASCAP’s expense every so often to| A Lovely Way to Spend Eve—*“Higher and Higher”....... Crawford 
look after their interests. And So Little Time ata .Lincoln 
It was proposed at the member-;j And Suddenly It’s Spring—7‘Lady In the Dark’.......... Famous 
ship meeting in N. Y. last week by | Besame Mucho Melodylane 
Arthur Gottier that the Coast faction | By the River of Roses . Wane 7 .Shapiro 
be allowed to designate a member to! Do Nothing Till You Hear From Me. Robbins 
mittee meetings and repori the Coast | Easter Sunday With You .............. . .Feisi 
attitude on problems. Proposal was |Goodnight Wherever You Are............ Shaniro 
seconded and it remains for the Holiday for Strings ...... BVC 
board of directors to act on it one |] Couldn't Sleep a Wink—"Higher and Higher”..... : .T. B. Harms 
way or the other. You—"*“Mexican Hayride” Chapvell 
One of Gilbert's main beefs about | Get By—i"“Guy Named Joe” eee Berlin 
his defeat. which he claimed was | Is Mv Babv Blue Togight Broadway 
engineered by writers the resigned | It's Love, Love, Love Santly 
last week trom the Songwriters Pro- | Long Ago and Far Away—?"Cover Girl”... .Crawford 
tective Assn.), was that it left the | ouise—i“You Can't Ration Love” Paramount 
Coast faction without representation | Wairzy Doats .Miller 
No Love No Nothin—t"Ganpg’s All Here”... Triangle 
San Fernando Valley .Morris 
BIG BAND IN N. Shoo Shoo Baby—‘"Follow Boys” ... Leeds 
| Someday I'll Meet You Again—*"Passage Marseilles” ...... Witmark 
Roy Eldredge is again building Pa Spring Will Be a Little Late—*"“Xmas Holiday”............Saunders 
big band, trumpeter rehearsing in When They Ask About You. ........ececeeeees Berlin 


N. Y. a combination of six brass, five 
sax, four rhythm, plus himself and 
a girl. Opening date is not yet det- 
inite, but the band will be ready in 


* Legit Musical. 


Filmusical. 


three or four weeks. Latin-American Publishing Corp., | Thi | R ll P} 
After leaving Gene Krupa’s or-| New York, has changed its name to IS S$ ea y a ug 
chestra, Eldredge formed a small| Latin American Music Corporation. 
combo, laid plans for a big band, | Papers to this effect have been filed For Carle; Truckload 
then returned to the smaller group| with the Secretary of State in 
with which he’s been working since. Albany by Warren & McGroody. Of His Discs Hijacked 


Hijackers moved in on the record- 
ing industry last week, grabbing a 
truckload of discs consigned to Chi- 
cago coin machine operators. Truck, 
loaded with albums and _ individual 
discs by Frankie Carle, was waylaid 
in the Chicago area. 


Tnside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


Frank Dailey is planning to reopen his Meadowbrook,- Cedar 
N. J., in September. He originally intended resuming at the old 
now shuttered more than a year, this spring, but promises of another 
poor gasoline situation in the east frightened off that idea. 


Grove. 
spot, 


| Columbia, which is concentrating 


/ its production on the Carle book, re- 


Dailey will fold his current Terrace Room, Newark name band spot, : 
cently released, has not been apply- 
around July 4 and will not operate at all until Meadowbrook is reopened. ine tan much 6f its efferts fer the 
This will leave only Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., as the only |, ° 7 : ° 
benefit of machine Owners, and the 


nitery of that type using name orchestras operating in the area adjacent 
to N. Y. 
orchestra. 


stolen shipment was one of the few 
j}aimed lately at midwest operators 
}only. Most of the company’s recent 
| production has been diverted to re- 
tail counters. 


this summer. Glen Island resumes May 25 with Bob Strong's 


Martin Block, conductor of N. Y.’s WNEW “Make Believe Ballroom” 
record shows, paid Frankie Carle and his musicians scale salaries, plus $3 
per man broadcast iax, as a means of getting the band on his show last 
week (29). Ordinarily, Block plays only records, but since Carle’s band 
is new and is under contract to Columbia Records, which is still fighting 
the AFM and is not recording, there are no discings available of the new 
outfit. 


Two ASCAPites attended the annual dinner last week on crutches. One 
was Joe White, yclept the “Silver-Masked Tenor” of pioneer radio days, | 
now in the NBC music library. He is just able to get around on a false! 
leg as result of accident when he slipped on a highly-polished floor of 
Shapiro-Bernstein last year. 

The other was John O'Connor, Fred*Waring’s manager, recovering from 
a form of arthritis. 


RKO-RADIO PICTURES 


and ALL other picture studios 
use this 3x5 VISUAL record of 
song hits of over 100 publish- 
ers, plus old) favorites. lu- 
cludes lead sheet and lyries of 
chorus. Samples free. 


TUNE-DEX 


an 


l 


Music Co., which publishes 
His arrangement with Lincoln is 
only. Kenny any 


Nick Kenny is not a co-owner of Lincoln 
his current tune, “And So Little Time.” 
for publishing rights to his melodies 


also disclaims 


; and Victoria in November. 


pressure on Will Rossiter’s 


sons. 1619 Broadway New York 19 


“The Kings Horses” 
“Something About A Soldier”’ 
Lambeth Walk’’ 


GAY 


THE NOEL GAY MUSIC CO., LTD. 


24 DENMARK STREET, LONDON W. C. 


HUGH CHARLES 
ANNOUNCE 


PARTNERSHIP 


NOEL GAY 
AND 


“There'll Always Be An England”’ 
We'll Meet Again” 


“Silver Wings In the Moonlight”’ 


CHARLES 


THEIR 


| 
te 
| 
| 
| 
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1 Wednesday, Ay LARIETY VAUDEVI $3 
A T t Ca A I Coke Coming Up! W ) 
ent Wins fest Case on Appea oke Coming Up: V Vs. Tax: 
9 oo ek AG A Maps Ne D.C. P ush S. Tax; 
Kiwanis Club, as solution of 
r the juvenile delinquency, has opened a 
mf n Unemployment insurance hap Mitertes Biz Hard Hit IC 
‘tical for exclusive use 
The of students. Although cooperation of 
pre- What is probably the first decision | rata daily salary set up by the Amer- | parents was enlisted. kids are wholly | American Guild of Variety Artists; establishments which do not come 
data of its kind to be handed down in a | ican Guild of Variety artists, with | responsible for running the spot lis preparing to round up a nation- | Within purview of the ruling 
the erformer-agent case since inception | off after eacl performance. Act | Club hours are from 8 to 11:30 p.m. | repr tative ara aug Initial effect of 30°, tax on New 
p subsequently played 4@ days during |A fee of 50c per couple is charged for he ae representative group to aug- York niteries varied widely over 
of social security and unemploy ment | the year varied widel 
te year. regular dances, with stags barred. No | Ment its own forces in an allempt the weekend. Spots featuring dan- 
: jnsurance Was handed down last Jackson says he could have lined liquor. | to break the 30° amusement tax for cing and entertainment catered to 
week by the appeals board of the up many other dates, but most of This idea follows on heels of sev- | niteries which became a national! large turnouts Satu day night, but 
N.Y. State Labor Department jn the | the oldtimers wouldn't go out of eral such Ragas that have opene@ | jaw Saturday (1). generally felt the impact of the tax 
f Harry Klein versus Billy | town. Klein who had previously | elsewhere in recent years P) i ] bite Sunday evenins im business 
case O | worked for Billy Rose and in Major | reported as much as 25‘) under par 
Jackson. Verdict was in avor oO | Bowes units, subsequently applied | Cleve. Niter Or aie | nitery crafts and labor groups for a) som, places. 
Jackson and absolved Jackson from | for unemployment insurance, but y proposed meeting in Washington 


liability of paying Klein a claim of | found ne was $26 short of the re- e early next month, when Capitol reps 
$196 previously directed by the Un- | quired sum to be eligible to collect arge it ar Oring | told that tinuat INK SPOTS PACKAGE 
wil be a th ‘Ontinuation of the 
employment Insurance division, | Inasmuch as neither theatres nor 
Contrdéversy stems back to 1942, | Jackson had withheld social security Alien Ship Jumpers : ax edict will strangle the nitery biz. | 
1S when Jackson was called in by | tax, but had paid performers in full Concerted action was decided upon | SHOW SET FOR NY. PAR 
the RKO theatre circuit, to provide| under private’ contractor — status Cleveland, April 4 lin New York over the weekend, fol- ag —" 
Tong Y. Chi f Gold Package unit, including Ink Spots, 
a bill of oldtimer talent for a whirl | Klein’s claim was held in abeyance. ong un, O} perator Of G iden {lowing a Washington confab 'Thurs- al ee he, 
of one and two-day Cates in some of | Jackson, subsequently subpoenaed Se agOn Club and hg lurge string Of | day (30) with a representative of |Cootie Williams band, Ella Fitzger- 
the circuit theatres. Jackson round- | by the U. S. Employment division, Chinese cafes in on area, Was IM- | the Department of Internal Revenue, | ald and Moke & Poke, has been pen- 
ed up Klein, veteran’ performer,| stated his case. Both he and Klein dicted Thursday (30) by a Federal | who recommended that AGVA main- | cilled into the Paramount, N. Y., for 


along with eight other acts and show | Subsequently gave testimony before , 8'8@? | jury on charges of conspiring | tain a watchful-waiting policy and july or Ausust. Teal for four 
was billed as “Keith Union Square | a referee, with latter finding in favor | , | that the effects of the tax edict be) 
usic Hall Oldtimers Revue.” Jack- | of Klein and ordering Jackson to Immigration inspectors discovered | studied before any organized move- : i , 
) . Combo has been touring as unit 


‘laimed that each was apprised | pay the performer $196. which woul iment is launched for a legislative 


cf his status as agent and not as|have been the amount coming to him | ‘ : change in the act. 
daixs would. be|if tax nick had obtained on the the- ne in the basement of ( mins Red AGVA delegation, headed by na- == TS 
Cafe v Taided tional administrator Matt Shelvey. 
Bach |had requested the interview in a AIL BORD 
| last-minute effort to extend the act 4a E 
| and to clarify several points in con- PRESENTS 
'arrested. Although the aliens who} 
| agent in transaction and not an em- got into the country without visas | nection with the edict. Moot point 
| ployer, and therefore was not liable were virtually held prisoners in the discussed was the government's defi- 


for w ling an avme | nitic of a cabaret »s ol 
234 phen te and payment of so basement by the Red Dragon's man- | tion of a cabaret and the types o 
cial security tax. ager, Chin said he had nothing to do | a, 
wee with hiring them and didn't know | NOW ENTERTAINING 
A NEW SINGING STAR ee 


‘COMO INTO N. Y. PAR 


( M AS ‘THIS SUMMER AT 4G 


producer, that 
played intermittently at the conven- | atre dates. Jackson retained Allen 
jience of the cirecvit and agreed that | Saunders as attorney, and appealed. 
the latter would pay them the pro- | Appeal board concurred on Jack- 
son’s claim that he was merely an 


( Perry Como has been booked into | 
the Paramount theatre. N. Y., for | 
some time this summer. He will 


dual . draw $4,000 weekly for an indefinite 3 
Pantomime Sati "eS theatre boo on Broadway was at | WILLIE SHORE 
ting JEAN TIGHE | | BENNY MEROFE 
| Como is aie on the Coast | AL BORDE IN Hts 


"the OPENING APRIL 11 Dir.:—KENNETH LATER Jin “FUNZAFIRE” 
COMPANY 


ALWAYS WORKING! (FIFTH YEAR) 


Tes | Broadway's Youngest N. ¥. Bow, Martinique 


— — 


| 
P d D | } | is ‘one of the these 
roducer-DVDesion | Comedian Buddy Lester, brother parts."—CINCINNATE INQUIRER, , ‘ON 
8 nal of Jerry Lester, makes his debut in| Now on 2d week, WALTON ROOF 
N. ‘Y. next week (12) at La Mar- Walton Roof, Phila. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


| tinique. Heretofore he’s confined 
his activities to the midwest. 
Singer Sonny Skylar opens with 
<& Lester. "He had originally been set 2, ° O £ 
PLAZA HOTEL Louise’s Monte Carlo to open April 26. onsisiently Held ove he 


ulios . NEW YORK New York City Bert Wheeler Added 
To Carroll ‘Vanities 
's of Booked hy Jack Bertell Bert Wheeler is latest addition to 
M.C.A least of Earl Carroll's “Vanities,” 
es lagen | ae opening April 12 at the Wilson the- 
atre, Detroit, as two-a-day vaude. 


WANTED Starting Be up now also includes 


9) 
Second Year 


lohn Kirby orch. Jack Durent, Al 

HELD OVER Am looking for two men to com- 1y, Arnaut Bros 

k 19 INDEFINITELY plete male trio for vaudeville act. F von 
Background must be along lines 


Ti Vi NM of impersonations. Write BOX 10, 
‘Variety,’ 154 West 46th Street, J} 
New York 19, N. 


ROGERS a By Happy Benway 


Comedy—Singing—Dancing win A. Wilkins, Boston nitery | 
Left-Handed Artists by medicos: co he's staying | 
Soon—in June Write N.CLA.C. Goth received gifts and birthday | 

re , cakes, also O. K. reports 
| vacashed part of the nter in the | a 7 

colony ith hi fra left f New 


York all pepped up. CONTINENTAL COMEDY SINGING STARS 


| HOW ABOUT YOUR TAX! awards, who eft here 
Have your OWN personal ACCOUNTANT and TAX CONSULTANT |) another okay. Visited and cheered Currently Appearing Ralph Berger's 
ppearing Ralp g 


at a very low month ee, | ill take care of all vour TAN prob- i] lany OF he former pai ° * 
See. will take Mathea Merryfield upped for two LATIN QUARTER, Chicago, /ndefinitely 


lems throughout the year including estimates and re ar tax re- neals d 
turns—FEDERAL and STATE. Free Consultation Richardson, Conover 
JAMES W. COX odel, is now resting at the Schriner C3 e 1564 Broadway, 
831 St. Johns Place, Brooklyn 16, N. Y., PR. 4-6307 cottage Personal Mgr. FRED MARTENS N. Y. City 
— Write to those who are ill. 
Currently STATE Theatre, New York 
and Orchestra 
Direction—WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


“er 


& 
all pepped | 


84 


VARIETY 


Va 


riety 


WEEK OF APRIL 


whether full 


or split week. 


Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show, 


Loew 


NEW YORE CITY 
Capitol (6) 


Jimmy Durante 
Bonita Granville 
Mary Raye & Naldi 


Sonny Dunham Ore 
State (6) 
Shirley Wayne 
The Herzogs 
Happy Feiton 


Allan Jones 

Blair & Dean 

Canada Lee 

Dick Buckley 
WASHINGTON 

Capitol (6) 

Rert Nagle & H 

Stubby Kaye 

De Vasconcellos 


Paramount 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (5) 
Xavier Cugat Bd 
Lyn Shirley 
Dean Murphy 
Cugat Choir 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (6) 
DeMar, & Denise 
Ray English 
Red Dust 
Gracie Barrie 


Regal (6) 
Louis Jordan 
Eddie Durham Ore 
Dusty Fletcher 
MIAMI 
Olympia (9) 
Tars & Spars Show 
OMAH: 
Orpheum (6) 
Sammy Kaye Bd 
Ben Beri 
Roberts Sis & W 


RKO 


; O'Neill Sis 
12 Galli Sis 
Walter & J Brown 
| Howetl & Bowser 
LONG ISLAND 
Jamaica (3-5) 
Harris & Anders 
Bobby Herman 
Nancy Healy 
(6) 
Kathryn Hoyt 
Eddie Howard 
Sabins Personettes 
(1 to fill) 
(6-8) 
2d Edition Gay 90's 


Sunnyside (8-9) 
Lee Ross 
Whitmer 
Cappy Barra Boys 


| Morey & Eaton 
O'Neill Sis 
ALLENTOWN 
} State (10-12) 
Reynolds & White 
Al Norman 
Whitson Bros 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (8-9) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Wilson 3 
Allen & Kent 
Whitson Bros 
Arren & Broderick 
Grace Johnston 
Sammy White 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (6) 
Charlie Spivak Orc 
Wally West 
Gracie & M Carroll 
Royal (6) 
Louis Armstrong Or 
2 Zephyrs 
E & B Nightingale 


BOSTON 

RKO (6) 
Andrews Sis 
Mitch Ayres Ore 
Shea & Raymond 
Eleanor Tieman 
Blue Barron Ore 
Tommy Ryan dir. 
Bill Balley 
Terry & Ralph Rio 
Chester Dolphin 


— 


3 Winter Sis 
Roy Smeck 
Condos Bros 
3 Swifts 
CLEVELAND 
Albee (6) 
George White's Co 
(30) 


Cab Calloway Ore 
3 Chocolateers 
Avis Andrews 
Dotty Saulters 


Vilma Middleton 
State (6-8) 
Olympie Gls 
Lew Fitzgibbons 
Furman & Alma 
Sleepy Hollow Gang 
(9-12) 
Warren, Evans & K 
Kathlyn Stanley 
Jimmy Husson 
Renee & Jim 
BOSTON 


Bradford Hotel (6) 


Artini & Consuelo 


HARTFORD 

State (7-9) 
Helen Forest 
Mal Hallett Oro 


Josie Thorpe 


Amazing Ballantine 
Nancy Healy 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Circle (7) 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
Virginia Weidler 


The Kemmys 
Cy Reeves 
NEWARK 
Adams (7) 
D'Artega Orc 
Bill Robinson 
Jean Carroll 
NORFOLK 
Center (7) 
Colstons 
Ross & Bennett 
Chris Cross 
Marion Hutton 
PATERSON 
Majestic (6-9) 
2 McAuliffe Sis 
Trip & Fails 
toots & Saddles 
Al Norman 


(10-12) 
3 Welles 
Bobby Henshaw 


Ashley & Ware 

Jimmy Lyons 

Cabineers 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (6) 

James Evans 

% Galli Sis 

sammy White 

> Smith Sis 
PROVIDENCE 

Metropolitan (8-9) 

Shep Fields 

Bob Gentry 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (6-9) 

Kay & Kay 

Anthony & Rodgers 

Reg Kehoe 

Marimba Queens 

Mills 

Dean & Edwards 


Ray & Ray 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (6) 
Tiny Bradshaw Orc 

Lil Green 


NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT BUILD 


BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


HILLS, CAL. 


CINCINNATI 
Palace (6) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Chocolateers 
Avis Andrews 
Doity Saulters 
Cab Jivers 
(30) 


Martha Raye Co 


Cab Jivers 


Boone Co. Jamb’re 
(4-6) 

Bobby Sherwood Oo 

Chico Marx 

Georgie Kaye 


Ted & Flo Vallett 


Aimy Arnell 
Wally Boag 
Koy Davis 

e| 

CAMDEN 

r Towers (7-9) 
Stan & Art Catron 
Stanley Burns 
Boyd Heathen 
Reynolds & White 


4 Creedons 


Southern 


ELIZABETH 

Liberty (6-9) 
| Eleanor Bowers 
| Bobby Herman 
{The Beckmans 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Pantage (6-9) 
Red, Lovely 


Lyric (5-9) 
Eye Dears of 1944 
GEORGIA 
Augusta 
Modjeska (6-8) 

Tropical Nights 
Valdosta 
Base (6-7) 

Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Waycross 

(5-6) 
Renfro: Valley Show 
NO. CAROLINA 
Charlotte 
Broadway (7-8) 

Talk of the Town 

High Point 
Paramount (6) 
Gordon Kibbler Rev 


Wilmington 
Carolina (7-8) 
Follies d'Amour 
SO. CAROLINA 
Charleston 
Victory (3-4) 
Follies d'Amour 
Columbia 
Carolina (5) 
Tropical Nights 
Greenville 
Center (4) 
Tropical Nights 
Spartanburg 
State (3) 
Tropical Nights 
TENNESSEE 
Knoxville 
Bijou (3) 
Red, Hot & Lovely 
VIRGINIA 
Roanoke 
Roanoke (5) 
Talk of the Town 


The 2 Texans 
Hearts 


Leon Collins 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (8-10) 
Steve Evans 
Steven Bros & B 
4 Fantinos 
Virginia Austin 
Adair Dancers 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (2-5) 
Kay & Kay 


Reg Kehoe 
Marimba Queens 
Eleanor Bowers 


Adair Dancers 
Eddie Mills 


Anthony & Rodgers 


Fasex House 
Nick D'Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Lani McIntire Ore 
| Leilani 
Mokihana 
Al Meclintire 
Harold Aloma 
Hotel Lincotn 
Count Basie Ore 
| Hotel McAipla 
Gladys Tell 
Ernest Hamory 
Eric Correa Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jerry Wald Orc 
Hotel Park Centrai 
Bob Chester Orc 
G & G Bernard 
flotel Pennsytvania 
Frankie Carle Ore 
Hotes Pierre 
Dr Giovanni 
Maye & Harger 
Forrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Oro 
Ellen Mitchell 
Hotel Plaza 
Rob Hannon 
Celeste Holm 
Andree & Bonnie 
Mark Monte Ore 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hote! Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Walter Perner Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
Clemente Ore 
Florinda 
Joseph Marvin Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
Duncan 
Milt Herth 
Betty Westmore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Dolores De} Carmen 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel St. Regie 
Freddy Miller Ore 
Theodora Brooks 
Lynn Gardner 
Bob Simone Ore 
Evan Jones Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Waldorf-A 
Russell Swann 
Victor Borge 
Dane & Talia 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hurricane 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Wini Johnson 
Albert Hibblen 
Crosby Sis 
The Albins 
Jerry & J Brandon 
Burton Biros 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Glenda Hope 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
John Rockwood 
Burke 2 
Terry Spike 
Renee 
Mildred Truce 
Romero & Rosita 
Carter & Ross 
Lorna Rhode 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kelly’s Stable 
Clark Monroe Ore 
Coleman Hawkins 
Clarence Profit 8 
Dink Patterson 
Billy Daniels 
Miss Rhapsody 
La Conga 
Teddy Walters 
Victoria Cordova 
Harris, Claire & S$ 
Servando Diaz 3 
Machito Rhumba Bd 
La Martinique 
Betty Garrett 
Mark Plant ~ 


Morey Amsterdam 
Fanchon 
Jimmy Byrnes 


Maxi Bergere Ore 
Socasses Orc 
Latin Quarter 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Dave Apollon 
Walter Nielson 
The Blanchards 


Cabaret Bills 


Jose Cortez Orch 
La Vie Parisienne 
| Celeste Holm 
Leon & Eddie’s 


Aquarium fest. 
Gloria Parker Ore 
Barker Quartet 
Angie Bond $ 
Bill Cadmus 
Skyliners 3 

Armando’s 
Ann Francine 

Bal Tavarin 
Roy Douglas 
S Montmartra Gis 
Acorn & Simmons 


Wa 


rer 


Jack Barrie 

Lou Harold Ore 

| Frank Warren Ore 
| Bill Bertolotti’s 
| Norma Raymond 

| Laura Wilson 


NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (7) 
Ted Lewis Orc 
31) 
tuss Morgan Orc 
Minevitch Rascals 
Barbara Blaine 


Allen & Kent 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (7) 


Lionel Hampton Or 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (7) 
Roxyettes 


Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 
Moya Gifford 
Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 
Judith Baker 
George Morris Ore 
Don Sylvio Ore 

| Roberto Orc 


| Bill’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 


INDEFI 
Mgt.: 


GAUDSMITH BROS. 


OPENING APRIL 5 


ROXY, New York 


NITELY 


EDDIE SMITH 


Joan Reilly 
Charles Rosofft 
| Bernie Grauer 
Harold Willard 
Jack Ryan 
Charles Strickland 
Jimmy Burns 
Bill Kelsey 
| Gay 90's Quartette 
Blue Angel 
tobert Crum 


The Bernards 


Evelyn Knight 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (7) 


Henry Busse Ore 

Minevitch Rascals 

Barbara Blaine 
(31) 

Milt Britton Ore 

Marcy McGuire 


Arthur Blake 


Paul Remos 

Eileen Ritter 

Galli-Galli 

Betty Jane Smith 
(31) 

Roxyettes 

Ballentine 

Jean, Jack & Judy 

Mary Healy 


Nora Sheridan 
Ellis Larkins Trio 
Stuart Ross 

Bunty Pendleton 


Cafe Soviety 
(Uptown) 

Hazel Scott 
Jimmy Savo 
Mildred Bailey 
Kenneth Spencer 
Eugene Fields 3 
Teddy Wilson Ore 


Independent 


Cafe Soctety 
(Downtown) 
Pear) Primus 
Mary Lou Willfams 
Josh White 


Virginia Hope 


NEW YORK CITY, 
Music Hall (6) 
Harrison & Fisher 
race Panvini 
Janice Ciofi 

Geo Young 
Roxy (6) 


arry Richman 
e Marcos 


ave Apollon 
Gaudsmith Bros 


Academy (3-5) 
Stevens Bros & B 
Billetta Sis 
Edgar Kennedy 
Ken Whitmer 
Cordon & Sawyer 

Crotena (4) 
Sasha Leonoff 
Kathryn Hoyt 
J Marks & Lucille 
Dave Dawson 


Eddie Heywood Orc 
Casbah 
Lillian Clark . 
Jimmy Harkins 8 
Danny Yates Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veralle Ballet 
Vladimir Lazarev 
C. Codolban Qre 


NEW YORK CITY 


Cerutti'’s 
Tom Morro 
Eddie Steele 
Toni Morrow 
Maxine Johnson 
Club 18 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Noel Toy 
Fatso Marco 
Eddie Lord 
Gordon Andrews O 
Club 51 
Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
“Prof’ Adducie 
Hilda Taylor 
Marco 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 
Barbara Duane 
Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsiey 
Copacabana 
Sophie Tucke) 
red Shapiro 
Mildred Law 
Joel Herron Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coa Keuge 
Kathleen Kova 


Dick Wilson Orch 
B Bizony Enemble 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Bob Hall 


; Vivien Fay 


Victoria Rane 
DIS 
Keith Hall 
Sylvia Barry 
Harry Meeban 
James B. Allison 
Four Rose Buds 
Vill Quentmeyer 
tosalie Grant 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Jose Morand Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Jose Morand Ore 
Hotel Betmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Peter Chan 
Kim 
Mei Lings 
Kathryn Lee Chang 
Wong Sis 
Hotel Biltmore 
Ann Warren 
Hal Chase 
Ray Heatherton Ore 
flotel Commodore 
Georgie Auld Ore 
Miller Modernaires 
Hotel Dixie 
Al Trace Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Art Kassel Orc 


Joey Adams 
Tony Canzoneri 
Evelyn Brooks 
Dodson's Monkeys 
Cowan's Madcaps 
Carlos & Linda 
Tammi O'Hara 
Nena Montes 
Lazara & Castellane 
Beatrice Fung Oye 
Lou Martin Ore 
Monte Carlo 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Elayne Hume 
Ralph Rotgers Ba 
Delores Del Carmen 
Old Reomanian 
Ralph Fielder 
Harriet 
Vera Niva 
Murray White 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Paris Qui Chante 
Irene Hilda 
Bob Maurice 
June Hawkins 
Leo Pleskow 
Eric Asken 
Myrette Ponselle 
Queen Mary 
Naya Grecia 
Castaine & Barry 
Guy Martin Girls 
Pat Clayton 
Irving Conn Ore 
Peter Rotunda Bd 
Rogers Corner 
Korn Kobblers 
Harry Lefcourt Ore 
Papaya Hawaiians 
Victor Quartet 
Harold Green 
Ross MacLean 
Phil D'Arcy 
3 Merrymakers 
Sig Schotb Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
Imogene Coca 
Peters Sis 
Diane Courtney 
Irwin Cores 
Herman Chittison 3 
Julius Monk 
Sammy's 
Bowery Gay 90's 
Marty Keide 
Jack Sheehan 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Walter Liberace 
Fred Keating 
Stork Club 
Russ Smith Orch 
Tavern-on-Green 
Joe Ricardel Ore 
Tony’s Trouville 
Cy Walter 
Rita Molina 
Alex Giraldo 
Harry Le Roy 
Edy 
Bus Davis 
Ubangi Club 
Viola Jefferson 
Hot Cha Drew 
Versailles 
Carl Brisson 
Paul Rosini 
Ray Sinatra Ore 
Machito Bad 
Diana Carday 
Larry Douglas 
Village Barn 
Zev Carver 
Dick Thomas 
Red River Dave 
Estelle Loring 
Tiny Clark 
Gerri Gale 
Pop Brownlee’s H 
Village Vanguard 
Albinny Jones 
Ginger Dulo 
Gwen Tyne 
Hudpie Ledbetter 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Carmen Montoya 
Tommy Hayden 
Mile. Hildeen 
Gertrude Hild 
The Paulens 
Harry Horton Ore 
Zanzibar 
Ethel Waiters 
Maurice Rocco 
Son & Sonny 


| Don McGrane Orch! 8 Peppers 


cholas 


Sabby Lewis Orch 
Peewee Marquette 


| Son & Sonny Hal Thomas 
| 
Exchanges 
as Continued from page 20 ——— 


goes to Navy. 


light and 
South San 


former 
cently discharged 


W. Watts, 


which operates 


Steve Edwards, 

Terry Turner, 
chief, off to 


Bush, 20th-Fox 
ager, to Denver 


Na: 


Levy, 


Prov. Manager 


Harold Morton, 


Harry Shumow 


of absence due to 
Kemptgen, 
Omaha branch, to 
Milw ukee. 


Omaha manager. 


eastern Texas UA sulesman. 


Iras_ theatre, 
Frederick Hill. to L. K 
Henderson, Tex 


Montreal to set 
dian preem of “Snow White.” : 
Jules Fields, assistant to Rodney 


resident 


With approval of WPB, George H. | 
Dowling, former operator of Wells | 
power 

house in that city soon. 
theatre, 
sold by Ray R. Knight to Al Moore, 
Warner s 


company, opens 


San Antonio, 
alesman, more re- 
from Marines 

Fairfield, 
Walker of 
as, Nalker will 


operate the house. 

Strand, of Frankston, operated by 
Austin & Cole group, bought by L. 
associated 
Keasler of K. & W. Amusement Co., 


with 


several 


Texas and Louisiana. 


N. Y. Briefs 


Republic 


RKO exploitation 
Cana- 


exploitation 
over 


man- 
weekend to 


work with theatre, circuit managers 
and publicists on “Buffalo Bill” pre- | Ple returns and a beg-off. Gal is on 
em, April 11 in 143 theatres. it 

RKO 
sales manager, leaving today (Wed- | 
nesday) for Canada. 


eastern division 


to White Plains 


Providence, April 4. 


assistant manager 


Loew's State, upped to manager of 
Loew's, White Plains, N. Y. 


Kemptgen Vice Shumow 


Chicago, April 4. 


. Metro’s Milwau- 
kee manager, taking extended leave 


poor health. John 
manager of 
act as manager in 


C. P. Nedley, Omaha 
salesman, takes over temporarily as 


Hurrieane, N. Y. 


Duke Ellington Orch (16), with 
Wini Johnson, Al Hibbler; Jane & 
Jerry Brandau, Crosby Sisters, Bur- 
ton’s Birds, Albins (2); no cover; 
minimum $2 weekdays, $3.50 week- 
ends. 


Duke Ellington’s return date at the 
Hurricane, begun Thursday (30), is 
scheduled to last a minimum of 20 
weeks. His crack band {fs accom- 
panied by a show likely to Satisfy 
this spot’s heavy transient trade. -It 
is, perhaps, the cheapest show the 
Hurricane has ever pzvesented, ex- 
cluding Ellington. 

Steadily gaining b.o. power in the 
past year and a half or so, a position 
his music and band has long rated, 
Ellington is now a valuable name 
from a commercial viewpoint. The 
band delivers in its usually brilliant 
manner, beating out rhythms that 
are as difficult to ignore as a Varga 
model in the flesh. Its ensemble de- 
livery is hot and jumpy and its mu- 
| sicianship is the sort that can turn 
out from any section a soloist rated 
among the best in the country on his 
instrument; Johnny Hodges, Ray 
Nance, Lawrence Brown, etc., are 
the foremost. 

Ellington has put a new female 
singer with his four trumpet, three 
trombone, five sax, four rhythm 
group; she’s Wini Johnson, an ex- 
tremely attractive Negress who is 
only fair on voice. Al Hibbler, blind, 
handles pop ballad vocals nicely. 

Initial act in the show is Jane and 
Jerry Brandau, tap team. They do 
well with two fast, unison routines 
split by a solo bit by the boy ona 
set of miniature stairs. Next is a 
comedy-sgng routine by the Crosby 
Sisters that can only be described as 
painful. In addition they are on en- 
tirely too long. 

Burton’s Birds (New Acts) is a 
novel turn. Your first reaction to it 
is that it doesn’t belong in the Hur- 
ricane, but it’s highly entertaining 
and is the click of the bill. The Al- 
bins is one of those comedy acts that 
burlesque serious dancing. It’s a fair 
turn, showing nothing outstanding, 
but draws lice response. Wood. 


La Martinique, N. Y. 

Betty Garrett, Mark Plant, Jimmy 
Byrnes, Fanchon, Line (6), Mavzi- 
milian Bergere orch, Sacassas orch; 
$3.50 minimum. 
Betty Garrett, clever singing 
comedienne, should prove an excel- 
lent draw here. She’s equipped with 
a rep of smart, sophisticated lyrics, 
flashes plenty of personality and dis- 
plays an unusually fine sense of tim- 
ing. In short, worth a gander for 
pictures and radio. 

Miss Garrett, with a substantial 
musical comedy background (“Some- 
thing for the Boys,” “Jackpot,” “Of 
Thee I Sing”), offers a turn in the 


idiom of the gifted zanies (Danny 
Kaye, Zero Mostel, etc.), who pre- 


ceded her in this cafe and it’s sure- 
fire. She opens with a swing inter- 
polation of “Jeannie With the Light 
Brown Hair,” dwelling on the vicis- 


Adams | 


sold by! 


Frank | 


houses in! 


s public- | 
ty chief, to Boston to work on open- | 
ng of “Lady and Monster” there. 


| situdes of Jeannie’s daughter, piles 
up a big laugh score with a satirical 
bit on song stylists and, for a switch, 
clinches with a serious piece titled 
|The Four Rivers.” For an encore 
she comes through with a_ very 
funny “Rinso White Symphony.” On 
around 20 minutes, Miss Garrett 
| could stay longer. 
Mark Plant, singer, fills in nicely 
with such pops as “I Love You,” “I'll 
| Be Seeing You” and “Long Ago and 


|Far Away,” the last from “Cover 
Girl.” 

| For the rest, lineup consists of 
i Jimmy Byrnes, dancer (New Acts), 
Fanchon, ballet terper (New Acts), 
and the line. Bergere and Socassas 
orchestras, as per usual, provide 
| swell show and dance music. 


Movi. 


| Samovar, Montreal 
Montreal, March 14. 
Camellia Valle, Gabrielle, Cas- 
taine & Barry, Evelyn Martin, Will 
Skinner orch (6), Bill Moody relief 
band (3); minimum, $1.50-$2.50. 


Show currently at this class re- 
; Sort is a tasty dish that pleases the 
heavy trade, and incidentally fetes 
the 15th anniversary of Manager 
| Carl Grauer’s incumbency. 

| Top billing goes to Camellia Valle, 
oomphish brunet whose torrid con- 
tralto in a group of pops and musi- 
comedy numbers pays off with am- 


| the beam visually and vocally and 
sells s. a. and songs with equal ease. 
| Gabrielle uses a light trained so- 
somewhat naughty French ditties, 
then varies them with English vocals 
and exits to a flock of calls. Another 
solid hit. 


Castaine and Barry, mixed adagio 


team, score with their ballroom- 
ology, and Evelyn Martin flashes 


plenty merit with her speedy terp- 
ing. Both acts collect liberal ap- 
plause dividends, 


Skinner orch dispenses tuneful 


waltzes that fit nicely to atmosphere 
of this intime spot, while Moody re- 
lief band has a rep here for rhumba 
and swing ararngements by way of 
contrast. 


Biz good this early week 


showing. 


Lane. 


prano to clicko effect in a flock of | 
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Night Club Reviews 


Versailles, N. Y. 


Carl Brisson, Ronnie Cunningham 
Jack Blair, Diana Corday, Larry 
Douglas, Paul Rosini, 6 Ver-Sighs 
(Mae Francyss, Nancy Bridges 
Florence Miller, Tiigra, Opa Mae 
Baker, Doris Claire, Mira Stephens): 
staged by Boots McKenna; costumes. 
Billy Livingston; songs, Lee Wainer 
Ervin Drake; Ray _ Sinatra 
Monchito Orchestras. 


and 


Carl Brisson is back as the big 
breeze of the Versailles’ new spring 
revue and apparently making a gag 
out of that 30% nitery tax, at least 
so far as this spot is concerned. Not 
only has biz been terrific, but the 
kid from Copenhagen has returned 
from a cross-country tour of the bet- 
ter hotels and niteries with new ma- 
terial, new aplomb and new stature. 
That “Variety” crack about Brisson 
being the older girls’ Sinatra, first 
used in these columns, is extraneous 
now; he is a vocalizing star of bo. 
appeal, a legit troubadour who 
| knows pace and evidences an innate 
showmanship which comes only 
with expert seasoning. 

Running the gamut from “Cock- 
tails for Two” and “Kiss Your Hand 
Madame,” to Danish ditties and even 
“Mairzy Doats” in Danish, plus 
“Beer Barrel Polka,” etc., Brisson is 
surefire. He rings in “Last Time I 
Saw Paris” with “Easter Parade”; 
mixes up “Paper Doll” with a Vien- 
nese pot-pourri of nostalgic mem- 
ory; gives out with a saucy “Lovely 
Little Manicurist’ and pash “An- 
other Old Fashioned Please” ballad, 
Withal he works in top hat, well- 
fitted tails, peripatetically alternat- 
ing between orthodox stance and 
that portable mike he utilizes. He 
stands on a chair or perches on the 
steps leading to the miniature stage, 
and withal puts on a_ thoroughly 
showmanly change of pace which, 
for all the generosity of his reper- 
toire, never palls. 

This one-man virtuosity, coming 
on top of the sprightly and by no 
means frugal Boots McKenna revue, 
gives the Versailles customers 
plenty for their money—including 
the 30%. Paul Rosini with his “tiny 
little waltz” small-talk in between 
the prestidigitation; Jack Blair's 
taps; Diana Corday’s songs; Larry 
Douglas’ ditto; Ronnie Cunningham's 
specialty; the six Ver-Sighs lookers, 
the excellent Billy Livingston cos- 
tumes combine into a socko floor 
show. And Ray Sinatra—yes, The 
Voice’s cousin—is a svelte dansapa- 
tion dispenser, alternating with 
Monchito’s crack Latin tempos, both 
standards here by now. Abel. 


N. Y. Nitery Followup 


Diane Courtney, from the airwaves, 
is doing a neat vocal job at Le Ruban 
Bleu, where she succeeded Maxine 
Sullivan, here for long stretch. Miss 
Courtney sings pash ballads in French 
and English, and gets plenty out of 
everything she does. Imogene Coca 
is developing fast, and time, 
for she has long been basically a fine 
comedienne. Her “Shubert operetta” 
takeoff is a gem, and that I. J. Fox 
Furs satire a pip. The hefty Peters 
Sisters and “Prof.” Irwin Corey, with 


about 


his bizarre humor, round out 4a 
strong show as paced by Junus 
Monk. with the Herman Chittison 
| Swing Trio in support. Abel. 


Robert Crum, currently at the Blue 
Angel, is the Mickey Rooney of the 
Steinway, so far as mugging is con- 
cerned. He “dramatizes” his blues 
and swingology like a ten-twent-thirt 
| Shakespearean trouper, but it pays 
off as he contrives boogie-woogie 
and jive, notably his “Rhapsody in 
Blue” arrangement. Eveiyn Knight 
holds over with her s.a. songs: the 
madcap Bernards, with their phono- 
graph takeoffs on the Andrews Sis- 
ters, Sinatra, Crosby-Mary Martin, et 
jal., now go with the lease; Nora Sher- 
| idan does vocal impressions in stand- 
| ard, smart boite style; and the Ellis 
| Larkin swing trio, plus Stuart Ross 
| at the ivories, complete a tiptop line- 
) Up. The Bernards, brother team, are 
{a particular draw. Their “Sonny 
| Boy” treatment, if it ever becomes a 

national vogue, will forfend even 
| Jolson from ever doing that ballad 
| straight. Abel. 


Teddy Walters, ex-Tommy Dorsey, 

is in the Sinatra cycle of balladeers, 
| although running too much to the 
|same slow ballad routine. He's a 
; new feature of La Conga’s new show, 
with Harris, Claire & Shannon top- 
lining, and Victoria Cordova, the 
Blue Network’s “Saludos Amigos 
songstress, bottomlining. Latter 1s a 
looker with her sultry “Amor” and 
kindred ballads. The mixed dancing 
trio has Harris capably handling the 
two femmes. In between, the Ser- 
vandos Diaz Trio do Cuban instru- 
mentals for the interludes, inter- 
spersed by the June Taylor sextet, 
hardworking line, well drilled and 
making good impression. Machitos 
crack rhumba band features Mario 
& Graciella. Withal, Jack Harris 
jagain has a click with this sprins 
revue to a pop-priced, mass-capac') 
patronage. bel, 
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VARIETY 


HOUSE REVIEWS 85 


Musie Hall, N. Y. 


“Glory of Easter’ with Dorothy 
Shawn, Music Hall Symph Orch 
conducted by Erno Rapee (Frank 
Nowicki and Jules Silver, associate 
conductors), produced by _ Leon 
Leonidoff; 
Janice Cioffi, Corps de Ballet (Flor- 
ence Rogge, director), The Mimic 
Men (3), Grace Panvini, Choral En- 
semble (Erno Rapee, director; Kay 
Holley, associate), Harrison and 
Fisher, George Young, Rockettes, 
produced by Russell Markert; cos- 
tumes designed by Willa Van; 
“Cover Girl’ (Col), reviewed in 
“Variety” March 8, °44. 


Music Hall’s annual Easter page- 
ant, “Glory of Easter,’ is reprised 
for maximum effects in an expensive 
two-part stage show coupled to 
“Cover Girl’ (Col). 

“Glory of Easter’ 
pressive, distinctive and, what is 
more apparent in these troubled 
times, a significant telltale of Faith. 
It has, as usual, the splendor and ex- 
pert staging of Leon Leonidoff, with 
the always excellent musical accom- 
paniment of the Music Hall’s Symph, 
under the direction of Erno Rapee, 
plus the entire Music Hall ensemble. 
Dorothy Shawn is the soloist on 
Rubinstein’s “Kamenoi Ostrow.” 

Following religious spec, 
there’s a Disney cartoon, then the 
stage entertainment is in the more 
popular idiom, though still, perhaps, 
a bit too conservative in view of the 
strictly serious first part. However, 
it’s still okay from the visual and 
auditory angle. 

Called “Spring Rhythm,” the sec- 
ond section is notable for a Viennese 
scene, circa 1880, in which Grace 
Panvini lends a fine soprano to a 
lavishly scenic operatic number, as- 
sisted by the entire Musie Hall 
chorus. Harrison and Fisher in their 
ballroom satires remain, as ever, 
socko in a brief session. Kahn. 


remains an im- 


Orpheum, L. A. 
Los Angeles, March 81. 

Ada Leonard’s All-American Girl 
Orch (15), the Merry Macs (4), 
Marvelettes (6), Danny Drayson; 
“Chip Off Old Block” (U) (move- 
over). 

Orpheum is clocking good recep- 
tion this week, with the Merry Macs 
proving principal draw. Vocal group 
has replaced Mary Lou Cook, and a 
cousin has taken the late Joe Mc- 
Michael’s place, but rhythmie punch 
—always topnotch—is still there, and 
singers had to beg off when caught. 

Opener is “California, Here I 
Come,” followed by “Wait for Me. 
Mary.” and “Mr. Beebe.” Encores are 
“Mairzy Doats” and “Pass the Bis- 
cuits, Mirandy.” Foursome’s presen- 
tation of songs includes some dance 
work in between numbers, and turn 
is class all the way. 


Ada Leonard leads her orch of 15| 


femmes with both baton and chassis 
—and the latter is the main interest, 
although majority of arrangements 
are first rate. Band comes on with 
“Fan It,” dishing out number in 
groovy style, and then changes pace 
with “Pale Hands.” Gershwin med- 
ley and “Persian Market,” featuring 
pianist Rita Kelly, follow. Latter 


gets a modern rhythmic treatment | 


that pleases. Another medley in- 
cludes “Besame Mucho,” followed by 
Miss Leonard singing “Mad About 
Him.” Band winds up with “Poin- 
ciana” (an excellent arrangement) 
and “St. Louis Blues.” drum-soloed 
by Dez Thompson. Tune certainly 
rates better treatment than this ar- 
rangement permits. Vocals on “Shoo, 
Shoo, Baby,” and “Do Nothing Till 
You Hear from Me” are so-so as 
piped by Mary Carson. 

Marvelettes, six femme acrobats. 
do their Ppyramiding, balancing and 
tumbling for good hand. Danny 
Jrayson, a dance and patter turn, 
Snows solidly when he lets his feet 
do the work. Gags are stale, but 
hoofing was well received. Brog. 


Gayety, Montreal 
Montreal, March 28. 
Marcella Hendricks, Arnaut Bros., 
Peaches, Davy Karr, Wally Rand, 
3 Rhythmettes, Eddie 
Co., Roberta & Mack, Len Howard 
Orch (8), Pin Up Girls (20). 


Billed as an all-star presentation 


With Marcella Hendricks as the top- | 
per, current show rates about the | 


est this season for this house. 


Miss Hendricks has poise and per- | 


sonality plus expert mike technique. 

normally noisy house calmed to a 
whisper at her opening song. Her 
voice showed great art in its shading 
to the exact emotional pattern of 
€ach song in her repertoire through 
SO varied a choice as “Take It Easy,” 


a Gershwin medley segueing into | 


J’ Attendrai,” French  tear-jerker. 
and encoring with a catchy new 
ditty, “I’ve Got to Have You.” She 
€sged off to repeated calls and was 
a definite hit, 
Davy Karr m.c.’s the show, Which 
the Three Rhythmettes 
spot of tap terping that gets over 
Macpably, followed by Roberts and 
ack, mixed acros and tumblers in 
Paroutine that wins a good hand. 
: a Hanley and Co. in the trey in 
sketch routine garners 
“ugns. Peaches, stripteuse hold- 


last week. displays phe- 
Ae pe na muscle control for a flock 
calls, closing first half of show. 
Emcee Karr scores in second half 
ure-following of songs on 
Wally Rand makes imme- ! 


With gest 
records, 


“Spring Rhythm” with | 


Hanley &| 


diate personality appeal to the fans 
to carry a rather light juggling act. 
Miss Hendricks is on again in Easter 
Parade song backed by house line. 
and show closes with Arnaut Bros. 
in their clever bird whistling act for 


and Pin Up Girls are smartly cos- 
tumed and curvaceous. 
Biz good Opening night Monday 


(37). Lane. 
Adams. Newark 

Newark, March 31. 

Helen Forrest, Georgie Auld’s 


orch (16), Jack Durant, Harmonica 
Rascals (8); “Voodoo Man” (Mono). 


The on-the-record lass, Helen For- 
rest, weariig a floor-length blue and 
white checked costume, presents 
plenty in the way of eye and ear 
appeal at the Adams this week. The 


a quintet, registering solid all the 
way. She offers “No Love, No 
Nuthin,” “Besame Mucho,” “Craziest 
Dream,” “Don’t Wanna Walk With- 
out You” and “Heard That Song Be- 
fore,” getting strongest applause with 
first-named number at show caught. 
No doubt about it, Miss Forrest has 
plenty of-class and audience shows 
respect as well as admiration. 

Jack Durant, formerly of Mitchell 
and Durant, is a single dealing main- 
ly in double entendre and getting by 
nicely, indeed. Garnering a heavy 
quota of laughs with a nimble tongue 
and agile torso, Durant gets his heav- 
iest mitt with an impersonation of 
Clark Gable. 

Georgie Auld’s crew has zest and a 
definite personality. Georgie is right 
smart with soprano and tenor sax. 
“Body and Soul” jumps the house. 
New here, Auld’s acquaintance’ll not 
be forgot. 

Appearing without Borrah Mine- 
vitch, an octet of mouth organists go 
through the conventional capers, far 
more interested in snaring guffaws 
than in providing music. And with 
the customers that’s all right. The 
Rascals, however, won generous re- 
sponse with “Blue Moon.” Ring. 


Circle, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, April 1. 
Jimmy Dorsey band, with Paul 
Carley, Gladys Tell, Coley Worth & 
Marcia, Peg Leg Bates; “Hi Good 
Looking” (U). 


Town is making it up to Jimmy 
Dorsey for a lukewarm reception 
when he played here last a couple of 
years ago. Attendance is second only 
to his brother, Tommy Dorsey’s re- 
cent record-breaking week. 

Maestro has the bobbysockers eat- 
ing out of his mitt from the start 
after a sock opening with “The 
Champ.” He clinches the more con- 
servative set with a classy arrange- 
ment of “Holiday for Strings,” 
|followed with a solid version of 
“One O'Clock Jump.” His vocalists, 
i Paul Carley and Gladys Tell, register 
| with all comers. Carley sings “My 
| Heart Tells Me,” “How Sweet You 


former Harry James chirper vocals 


| 


| Are” and ‘‘Besame Mucho” in fine | 


romantic style, and Miss Tell puts a 
lot of ginger into “There'll Be a Hot 
| Time in Berlin,’ “When They Ask 
| About You” and ‘Shoo, Shoo Baby.” 
Band gets first class support from 
| the acts. Peg Leg Bates, who hasn’t 
been here for several years, stops it 
i with his hot hopping on that wooden 
limb. His comedy patter, while a lit- 
|tle heavy, is well received. Coley 


vocal imitations 
with Marcia. Their burleque of the 
| conga in which Coley imitates Hitler 
rocks the house. 
Biz good. Corb. 
National. L’ville 
Louisville, April 1. 
Ray Eberle. Phil & Bonnie, Dorise 
Drew. Neal Stanley & Marty. Lowe, 
Hite & Stanley; “Teen Age” (Indie). 


Well balanced bill this week. 
Singing, dancing, and comedy are all 
in the package. 

Phil and Bonnie, acro team, get 
the bill off to a zippy start, with 
tumbling, and balancing. They're 
neatly costumed, and are effective on 
tee-off. 

Dorise Drew, lanky auburn haired 
tapster, with a 
rhythm stepping goes over big with 


this audience losed with a mililta 


ry 
| tap dedicated to the boys in service 
that was plenty good. 

Neal Stanley and Marty, mixed 
team, young and energetic, register 
with impersonations of radio and 
screen personalities g ther 


Jerry Colonna and Vera Vague, Bar- 


Billie Burke, Peter ie 
McCarthy and Bonnie Baker. Kids 
fare clever, and know how to sell 
their stuff. 

Ray Eberle has the bobby-sock 
gang squealing and gurgling through- 
out. He does a good job on “Em- 
|braceable You.” “Night and Day,” 
“All or Nothing” and “I Love You,” 
| telling ’em that Sinatra seems to 


he'll give out with some oldies 


ley, come through with expected 
smash laugh session. Combination of 
extremes in stature is funny enough, 
but the boys have a laugh routine 
which is tops. Impression of the 
Andrew Sisters trio, dolled up a la 
femme with record accompaniment, 
|is a scream. They had to beg off. 

Biz fair. Hold. 


|favor the new ones, so he guesses | 


Worth gets the big laughs with his | 


an ane 
and comedy dances | Texas” 


State. N. Y. 
Earl Hines Orch (22) with Blue- 
bonnets (4), Betty Rhodes, Al 


Juster; Chuck & Chuckles. Leo Car- | 


rillo, Antaleks (5), Phil Hanna; “Her 


big applause. Orch does usual routine | P*imitive Man” (U), reviewed in 


this issue of “Variety.” 


Earl “Father” Hines’ augmented | 


musical combo, including femme 
fiddle section of five, plus girls at 
bass viol and harp, and the Blue- 
bonnets, constitutes nearly a whole 
show in itself. But State lineup is 
further strengthened by filmite Leo 
Carrillo and other acts, notably 
Chuck and Chuckles. 

Hines always had a first-rate col- 


| ored band. It’s vastly improved by 


the string section, which shows real 
potentialities albeit not yet given 
enough to do. Harpist also is okay. 
Femme violinists (four plus viola 
player) get their big chance near 
closing with “Holiday For Strings” 
and a medley adapted to string in- 
struments. luebonnets, four stately 
femmes, shape up strong enough to 
form basis for Hines choir. Their 
best is “I Love You Just the Same.” 
Hines still holds down spotlight at 
Piano but doesn’t overdo his ivory 
massaging, even letting a relief 
pianist handle a solo. Maestro should 
name more of his artists and num- 
bers however. For instance, he never 
credits a first-rate tapster, Al Juster, 


carried by the band. Ditto the harp-| 


ist and others. Betty Rhodes is on 
and off quickly for one blues song 
of unidentified title. 


Shuck and Chuckles, now using a| 


torrid accordion specialty by the 
swaying clown of this male team, 
combine enough clowning and mugg- 
ing with deft tapping to clean up. 
Favorites of bill. 

Leo Carrillo has fortified himself 
with a droll monologue that should 
serve as an example for other screen 
players doing p.a.’s Material is there, 
and Carrillo wraps up his audience 
in 60 seconds flat. After that he has 
‘em hanging on every new gag. 
Smartly he does only one imitation— 
Italian over the phone—and a single 
tome, both with real effect. In short, 
a strong entry for any vaude-film 
house. 

Phil Hanna (New Acts) does well 
with a string of ballads though in- 
clining to drag them out. The An- 
taleks, long standard vaude turn, 
open with their balancing and acro- 
batics to solid returns. 

Biz good. Wear. 


Philadelphia, April 1. 

Milt Britton orch (14) with Dave 
Allen, Audrey Sperling, Buddy Ray- 
mon, Charlie Gregory, Allen and 
Kent, Marcy McGuire, Arthur Blake; 
“Hey, Rookie” (Col). 

Marcy McGuire. suffering from a 
cold which cancelled her opening 
day performance (Fri), is making 
her initial stage appearance here and 
it’s far from a howling success. 

Discounting her voice trouble, the 
screen moppet, who made “Higher 
and Higher’ with Frank Sinatra, 

hould be told that bouncing around 
while one speaks is okay for the 
screen’s traveling mike, but it’s a 
mistake when the mike is stationary. 
What you're trying to say comes out 
in a mumble. 

Miss McGuire's choice of songs isn’t 


showmanship, makes her dance with 


| Easton count for heavy _applause. 
Hal Sherman does better with his 


comic. He registers solidly here. 

| Sam Jack Kaufman reserved five 
| minutes for a medley of his tunes, 
| with Lynn Allison 
“Tropicana” and joining with Bob 
| Simpson for a rousing “Oklahoma” 
| finish. Nicely staged and presented, 
| this miniature night club revue 
clicks solidly. Arke. 


Chicage, Chi 
Chicago, March 31. 


| Lou Breese and His Music (15), 
|Rudy Wagner and George Carol, 
| Gracie Barrie, Bob Williams, Ray 
English, De Mar and Denise, Chicago 
| Theatre Ballet (16); “The Uninvit- 
(Par), 
Headed by Gracie Barrie, recently 
aft the Stevens hotel, backed by Lou 


| Breese orchestra, current show, in} 


| for two weeks, is a pleasing array of 


{talent and ballet productidn numbers. | 
Medley of pop tunes by Lou Breese | 


and the orchestra opens the show 
|and introduces George Carol, local 
{radio singer, who clicks with his 
{tenor piping of “Lovely Way to 
Spend an Evening’ and “Couldn't 
Sleep a Wink Last Night.” Heavy ap- 
|plause. His “Be Thinking of You 


De Mar and Denise, whose three 


enhanced by graceful lifts, puts them 
| Over big. 

Ray English, playing an early re- 
turn engagement, stopped the show 
with comedy falls, chatter, acrobatic 
dancing and his impression of how 
the boogie-woogie started, and had to 
i beg off. Band follows with a nifty 
arrangement of “Dark Eyes,” which 
features excellent piano pounding by 
Rudy Wagner. 

Gracie Barrie is boffo with her 
vocalistics. Opens with her stand- 
|ard “Smile” medley and Adolph-Be- 
| nito-Tojo lyrics, swung into “Besame 
Mucho” and then wows ’em with “I 
Can't Say No” and a sock rendition 
lof “Holiday for Strings,” scoring 
'with “Take It Easy” for solid hit. 
|Bob Williams, with “Red Dust” and 
another dog this trip, gets plenty of 
laughs out of the canine’s antics and 
his accompanying chatter taking a 
couple of bows. 

Production number based on “The 
Rosary” closes the show. Before a 
stained glass church window back- 
ground, the orchestra as a glee club, 


as the ballet, attired in white nun 
| costumes, pose with lighted candles. 
Morg. 


Mele’s Liquor Jam 


Anthony Mele, 
Ruban Bleu and 


manager 
heodore’s restau- 


U. S. Commissioner Garret W. Cot- 
ter last week in an alleged con- 
spiracy among persons 
with Mele’s, Inc., retail liquor store, 
in the sale of a case of Scotch for 
$100, or $38.08 above ceiling price. 
He was held in $500 bail on a con- 
spiracy charge. 

Earlier in the week, his wife, head 
of the corporation operating the 


the best either. No matter how it’s 
arranged—it’s still “Mairzy Doats” 
and the customers are getting fed up. 
Her only other tune is “Touch of 
“Calls for encores brought 
only an excuse that these were ihe 


|only two rehearsed. 


| noggins, tearing up sheet music or 


definite flair for |} 
department. 


act interpreting modern and old-time 


timer Emma Francis. 


bara Stanwyck, Katherine Hepburn, | 


j 
Comedy trio, Lowe, Hite and Stan- | 


isters solidly with excellent impres- 
sions of Bette Davis, Katherine Hep- | 
burn, and Mr. and Mrs. F.D.R. 
Milt Britton’s zany crew do an A-l1 } 
impersonation of inmates of a booby | 
hatch on the loose. When the y're not 


nashing violins over each others 


| 
Arthur Blake, talented mimic, reg- | 


ripping down the drapes, Milt's toot- 
ers dispense top-notch music. 

Buddy Ramon and Charlie Greg- 
ory step down from the bandstand 
for comic vocals and a setto with a 
tire pump and rubber gloves, which 
produce music. Dave Allen produces 
throbs when he yodels_ (“Music 
Stopped” and “Besame Mucho”). Au- 
drey Sperling handles the femme vo- 


Allen and Kent have a novel dance 


hoofing routines with the aid of « ld- 


Biz good. Shal. 


Capitol, Wash. 
> 


Jashington, March 30. 


Hal Sherman, Bob East Pearl 
Robbins. Bob Nicholson, Lynn Alli- 
son, Sam Jack Kaufman’s house 


Orch.; “The Purple Heart” (20th). 

Gene Ford moved Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s house band to the stage this 
week. They back a short and snappy 
40 minute session. 

Pearl Robbins, who can tap dance 
on her toes better than the conven- 
tional steppers, Ss a snappy five 
minute routine, followed by Bob 
Nicholson, an Australian baritone. 
who knows how to get the best out| 
of bravura lyrics. His two numbers} 
were wildly applauded. Bob Easton} 
has the expert aid of his two lillipu-} 


tians, King Rector and Miss Odette. | 
Male midget is good on the xylo-j} 
yhone and cracks out some hot licks | 

the drums. Miss Odette, a shapely 


OT) 
little miss with a good sense of! 


store at 25 East 56th St., had been} 


arraigned with two clerks. Her bail 


| was fixed at $1,000, with clerks $500 
| each, la month, starting April 10. 
| then goes to Seattle for a three-week 


Al Marsico band celebrated fifth | 


anniversary at the Nixon Cafe, 
Pittsburgh, last week. Marsico out- 
fit, along with Bob Carter, vocalist 


and m.c., has been there since March, | 


1939. 


eccentric dancing than he does as a} 


vocalizing on! 


Easter Sunday” brings on the Ballet | 
| for a lively and colorful number with | 


smartly executed ballroom routines, | 


led by George Carol, sing the song | 


of Le} 


rants, N. Y., was arraigned before} 


connected |} 


5 


Songs 
11 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 

Phil Hanna, billed as Metro’s news 
|} est singing discovery, looks a comer, 
He has the pipes and enunciation to 
pecome a favorite. But just now 
he’s a bit stiff before the mike, and 
tends to drag out some of his songs. 
Better arrangements would help, and 
experience likely will overcome his 
mike shyness. 

Hanna inclines to retain the plain- 
tive note in too many of his ballads, 
making for monotony. It’s a bit out 
of place, too, with his opening one, 
“Besame Mucho.” Okay for “Time 
on My Hands” and “Lovely Way to 
'Spend an Evening,” his followup 
/numbers. His finale is “Easter Sun- 
day,” one of tunes that are far too 
long. Scored nicely on appearance 
| here, and looks like a future bet, 


| both in films and on stage. Wear. 


BURTON’S BIRDS 
Novelty 15 Mins. 
Hurricane, Restaurant, N. Y. 

This is one of the most novel acts 
| to be seen anywhere. Burton must 
be a descendant of Job to have the 
| patience to teach various kinds of 
}small birds to do the incredible 
tricks they perform. In action, singly 
and in pairs, they ride seesaws, 
haul miniature go-carts and do 
4 innumerable stunts. One of the best 
|is the carrying of a torch lighted at 
| both ends (birds are naturally fear- 
| ful of flame), the flame then being 
entinguished on order by the flap- 
ping of wings. 

Burton makes it obvious that his 
performers understand his orders. 
With the more difficult tricks he ex- 
plains that it took a year, 15 months, 
two years, three years to teach indi- 
vidual birds to do their specialties. 
His act, of course, is confined to inti- 
| mate surroundings. Wood. 


| JIMMY BYRNES 

Dancing 

5 Mins. 

| La Martinique, N. Y¥. 

Jimmy Byrnes has the makings of 
a solid comedy tapper. At the mo- 
iment he’s limited to but a single 
| terp routine. It’s effective, and war- 
rants the spotting, but he requires 
more versatility. 

-*leasant stage presence, muggin 
and leg comedy are okay too. Score 


| 


easily at show caught. Mori. 
FANCHON 
Dancing 


4 Mins. 
La Martinique, N. Y. 
| Fanchon is a tall, blonde, lithe- 
| some ballet terper who clicks nicely 
| in the brief span of some four min- 
utes. 
| While not unusual, her swirling 
routines and other fast tempo hoof- 
| ing attract and hold attention. 
Smartly gowned in purple chiffon 
at show caught. Mori. 


‘Ice Follies’ Layoff 


Minneapolis, April 4. 
Following the end of its three- 
week engagement here, Shipstad- 
Johnson “Ice Follies” will lay off for 
Show 


run, following with an engagement 
iin Portland and then a summer run 
in San Francisco. 

New 1945 edition will be rehearsed 
during the Frisco engagement, it was 


‘announced here by Oscar Johnson. 
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‘way Eases Off; ‘Mrs. January’ Has - 


Chance, ‘Hayride’ 


Still Leads At 


$46,500, ‘Jake’ 21G; Four Premieres 


Broadway legit is waiting to find 
out how much business will be al- 
fected by the doubled admissions 
taxes but it may take a couple ol 
weeks to get a line on the public re- 
action. for it is the customer who 
pays. Hits won't take the slap, at 
least for some time to come because 
thev are sold out in advance. 

Business eased off last week and 
is due to dive this week until Satur- 
cay. day before Easter. One new 
arrival last week is indicated to have 
mild chance. Four premieres this , 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“angel Street,” Golden 
week) (D-789; $3.30). Again dipped, | 
as did most others, but profitable | 
pace continues; rated well over 
$8,500. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson 
(169th week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Not 


(Drama), | 
(Revue), 


$11,000, elright at this stage of long | 
engagement. 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (18th 
week) (O-1,900; $4.40). Slipped fur- 
ther. with approximate gross around | 
$37,000: still great grosser. | 

“Chicken Every Sunday,” Miller 
(C-940; $3.30). Presented by Edward 
Gross: dramatized by Julius J. and} 
Philip G. Epstein from Rosemary 
Tavlor’s book of same title; looked | 
good out of town; opens tonight (5). 

“Decision,” Ambassador (9th 
week) (D-1.105; $3.30). Among sea- 
son's mode g rte successes; eased off 
in new berta with takings estimated | 
around $12,000. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (42d | 
week) (M-1,160; $4.40). Slated for road 
after another four or five weeks; 


business substantial, last week 
around $20,000. 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” 


Beck (3d week) (CD-1.214; $3.30). 
Packing ‘em in and reported sold out 
for this (Holy) week; around $21,000 
with subscriptions included. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (54th) 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Like most run 
shows attendance tapered to around 
$13,000 but will come back after} 
this week. | 


“Life with Father,” Empire (227th! 


week) (C-920; $3.30). Eased off as | 


expected but run leader turned in | 


very good gross, quoted at $13,800. 

“Follow the Girls,” Century (M- 
1.713: $4.40). Presented by Dave 
Wolper; musical did big business 
during Boston tryout: opens Satur- 
day (8) in newest addition to legit 
theatre. 

“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth 
(18th week) (D-1,075; $3.85). En- 
fagement in its final three weeks, 
then to road; dipped to around $15.- 
000, okay but average well over $20.- 
000 weekly; “A Highland Fling” due 
to follow. 

“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Gar- 
den (9th week) (M-1,423: $5.50) 
Leading grosser maintains capacity 
plus pace, with count over $46,500: 
pre-Easter slide not a factor here. 


“Mrs. January and Mr. X,” Bel-| 


mont (C-1,097; $3.30). Opened last 
Friday (31); drew distinctly mixed 
notices: chances should be indicated 


In nexi fow WECKS. 
“Oklahoma,” St. James (52d week) 
(N-1,520: $4.40). Wonder” draw 


among musicals. virtually sold out 
through summer: plays to standees 
all times; $30,600. 

“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Stree 
(26th week) (M-1,347; $4.40). An- 
other musical cleanup, with standees 
the rule; capacity pace here is $34,- 
“Only the Heart,” Bijou (D-608: 
$3.50). Presented by American Act- 
ors Theatre; written by Horton 
Foote; five-person cast drama 
done in Greenwich Village last sea- 
son; opened last night (Tuesday) 

“Over 21,” Music Box (13th week) 
(C-1,001; $3.30). Eased off a bit for 
first time but very little under ca- 
pacity: estimated at $18,500 

“Public Relations,” Mansfield (C- 
1,001: $3.30). Presented by Robert 
Blake: written by Earle Eunson;: one 
of four arrivals this week: opens 
Thursday (6). 

“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale (13th 
week) (CD-996; $3.30). ZaSu_ Pitts 
credited with keeping this show up 
to fairly good grosses; 
off to $12.500. 

“Stars on Ice,” Center (87th week) 
(repeat date) (R-3,000; $1.65). Pop- 
ular skating show in Radio City has 
made fine showing and still doing 
well; rated. around $24,000. 


“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (66th. 


week) (C-997; $3.30). Eased off as 
expected with approach of Easter: 


Still plenty good last week; nearly! 


$15,000. 

“The Voice of the Turtle.” Morosco 
(17th week) (D-995; $3.85). One of 
newer standouts unaffected, with 
capacity attendance all perform- 
ances, grosses close to $22,000. 

“Tomorrow the World.” Barry- 
more (5lst week) (D-1.064: $3.30). 
Off in recent weeks but sure to come 
back with advent of Easter: rated 
around $12.090 last week. 

“The House in Paris,” Fulton. 


| (D-1,064: $3.30). Off at 


| (10th week) (D-1,154: $3.30). 


rated eased | 


Yanked last Saturday after playing 
two lean weeks: “The Searching 
Wind” succeeds next week. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth 
(35th week) (R-712; $3.30). Hardly 


affected last week: one of season's} 


most consistent 
$14.000 

“3 Is a Famly,” Longacre (47th 
week) (C-1.108: $3.30). Entrance of 


gross-getters; over 


featured Una Merkel into cast doubt- | 


less kept pace from slippng; quoted 
around $10,000. 
“Wallflower,” Cort (llth week) 
midweek, 
mostly because of weather; playing 


| to profitable business right along, 


with last week around $12.000. 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Street 
(20th. week) (D-1,409; $4.40). May 
feel Holy Week slump, but so far has 
be@r selling out, with takings over 
$35,000. 

“Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (52d 
week) (R-1,327: $4.40). Actually 


|completed year’s run Saturday (1); 
; went off last week, but credited with 
better than $32,000. 


REVIVALS 
“Merry Widow,” Majestic (35th 
| week) (O-1,695; $3.30). Slated to 


play out season; revival one of the 
season's goodly money-makers; rated 
around $19,000. still slightly profit- 
able pace. 

“Othello,” Shubert (24th week) 
(D1,325; $3.30). Has played almost 
six months, and ticket sale extends 
into late spring: amazing grosses for 
heavy drama: $23,000. 

“The Cherry Orchard,” National 
Stood 
up very well until Saturday, when 
oftish attendance dropped the count 


; to around $11,000. 


REPEAT 
“Porgy and Bess,” City Center (O- 
2,698; $2.20). Will go to road after 
Saturday, when sixth week of second 
repeat date here will terminate: 


| around $20.000 estimated. 


‘DOUGHGIRLS’ HEFTY 
$27,000 IN WASH. 


Washington, April 4. 

“The Doughgirls,” touring com- 
pany. in 11 performances at the Na- 
tional theatre grossed $27,000. after 
two weeks below par when the at- 
tractions were “Janie” and “3 Is a 
Family.” 

Following “Connecticut Yankee,” 
| with an advance of $35.000. will come 
Ethel Barrymore in “The Corn Is 
Green” on April 17, to be followed 
by Noel Coward's “Blithe Spirit,” 
with Philip Tonge substituting for 
Clifton Webb, who remains in Holly- 


wood. Peggy Wood, Haila Stoddard | 


and Mildred Natwick are. other 
members of the company. “Rosa- 
linda” arrives for a fortnight’s en- 
gagement May 1. 

The indoor Shrine circus at Uline’s 
' Arena grossed $65,000, remarkable, 
;}since a similar attraction in 1943 
| wound up with $260 profit. 


‘ROSALINDA’ 306, ‘MISS’ 
11G, ‘SEEIN’ ’ 96, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 4. 

Legit biz here in Philly continues 
to defy the traditional slump, with 
the three shows being offered last 
week all turning in satisfactory 
grosses 

Again the easy leader was “Rosa- 
| linda,” at the 
fabout $30,000. 


fnouncing “continuation” of local stay | 


lan extra week, the engagement be- 


Ing mentioned to terminate now on | 


Saturday. April 15. 

i; ‘Junior Miss.” in its second of 
three weeks of a return engagement 
at the Locust. reported about $11,500, 
plenty okay at $2.28 top. The new 
John Golden comedy production. 
“Tll Be Seein’ You.” turned in nearly 


weeks’ tryout at the Walnut. 


Follow Girls’ 
$44.000, Boston 


Boston, April 5. 


rialto this usually very off week, | 
“Allah Be Praised” bell-wethering 
the herd on a near sellout basis ex- 
cept for the latter part of the week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Allah Be Praised.” Shubert (1,500: 
$3.85). Opened Wednesday (29) and 
took an estimated $18.000 on six per- 
formances. Caught socko notices as 
a shipshape production after tryout 
in Philly. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Colonial 


Forrest, pulling down |! 
Management is an- | 


$9,000 in its second and last of two ; 


Business remains brisk along the | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


| Considerable coin has been spent by the Shuberts to recondition 
| Century, formerly Jolson’s, on Seventh avenue near Central Park 
opens Saturday (8) with “Follow the Girls.” It is New York a econd 
largest legit theatre, not including the Center, capacity being 1,719 
against the Broadway (“Carmen Jones”), which seats 1,900. The 
(“Merry Widow”? is close behind the Century with nearly 1,700. 

The tormer shabby lobby is all dolled up and there is a double set of 
glass doors. Treasurer is Harold Staley, with Harry Wardell the a 
ia third ticket seller to go on the job this week. 
and a more spacious foyer provided. 

Century will be a sort of test as to whether major musicals wil! draw 
| patronage well above the present 52nd street deadline. The Ziegfeld 
turned the trick, but that was when the theatre was in its heyday and 
there was another generation of theatregoers. Indications are that “Gi, ls” 
will depend considerably on the agencies, but the boxoffice was plenty 
lively from the time it opened early last week. i 


the 
Which 


as 


Majestic 


sistant, 
New seats were installed 


At the Hotel Astor Saturday (1) the Theatre Guild celebrated the com. 
| pletion of a year’s run of “Oklahoma” at the St. James, N. Y. Event was 
not just a dine and drink affair. Oscar Hammerstein II, and Richard 
Rodgers came on in dame rigs, latter as Laurey (Joan Roberts) and the 
former as Ado Annie ‘(Celeste Holm). 

Theresa Helburn and Lawrence Langner went on in what they thought 
was a skit called “An ‘Oklahoma’ Anniversary Party 20 Years From Now.” 
Agnes DeMille tripped about in a ballet number called “The ‘49er,” the 
Singing portion of the ensemble parodied the ballet of the show, then the 
authors presented Miss Helburn and Langner with four paintings by 
Doris Lee. The pictures were originals reproduced in Lite. : 

“Tomorrow the World,” Barrymore, celebrates a year’s stay with a party 
| to be given at Sherrv’s April 15. y 


John Golden did the unusual by putting a name player in “3 Is a Fam- 
ily,’ Longacre, N. Y. as the comedy approached a year’s run mark, Una 
Merkel replacing Ethel! Owen and being given featured billing. Effect 
was to maintain the show's gross pace when she entered the cast last 
week, business for most shows dropping. ; 

Miss Merkel is best known in pictures, but it isn’t the first time she 
has been in Golden shows. Around 14 years ago she appeared in “Salt 
Water,” written by the showman and Frank Craven, also in “Pigs,” which 
starred Craven (currently in “Mrs, January and Mr. X,” Belasco). Miss 
Merkel also was in Golden's “Two Girls Wanted.” Miss Owen goes to the 


(1,500; $2.20). Lost a little ground on 
finale here to take $9,000. Lays off | 
this week and resumes in Philly 
April 10. 

“Chicken Every Sunday,” Ply- 
mouth (1,427: $2.75). Overestimated 
first week: promising $13,000 on sec- 
ond. Moved out Sat., April 1. 

“Follow the Girls.” Opera House 
(2.900: $3.85-$4.40 Sats.). Finished 
four-week run (three at Shubert) on 
top. sellout claiming $44,000, esti- 
mated 

“Pretty Little Parlor,” Wilbur 
(1,306; $2.75). Opened Tues. (28) to 
draw mixed notices. hasn't caught on 
and took estimated $10,000. Remains | 
two more. 


Kiss’ Strong $20,000 In 


Detroit. April 4. 
The Lenten season here has not 
interfered with healthy 
runs, 
“Kiss and Tell” wound up its 
fourth week at the Cass with an- 
other strong $20,000. Comedy had a 


by “3 Is a Family.” 


| Irwin-Gallagher ‘Ladies’ 


St. Louis, 


: April 4. 
“Good Night Ladies.” 


with Stuart 


lead roles, wound up its two-week 
stand at the American theatre Sat- 
urday (1) with sock $22.700. The 
1,700-seat house was scaled to $2.80. 


Boys’ Smash $45,500 in Final Week 
~ At Chi; ‘Lady Clown’ NG at $6,500 


L. A. Legit Take High; 
‘Sons o’ Fun’ Hefty 24 


Los Angeles, April 4. 
New admissions taxes and Easter 


Week are having little effect on cur- | 


rent legit attractions, business gener- 
ally holding steady at the ticket win- 
“Kiss and Tell” moved into 


the Biltmore last night (3) for a re- 


dows. 


peat stay of two weeks, following 
hefty 15-day stay of “Sons o’ Fun” at 
the house, Latter show closed second 
week with a big $24,000 “Abie’s 
Irish Rose” departed the Belasco 
Saturday night (1) with nice $7,000 
estimated. Mayan’s 
moved into a 10th week. with pros- 
pects for $8,000 after the same last 
week, 

| Ken Murray's “Blackouts of 1944” 
rarely varies from the customary 
$15,000 per week, getting that figure 
for its 92d week at the El Capitan, 
and certain for same this stanza. 
“Cavalcade of Mysteries” clocked 
$3,200 the first week, finished the 
|}second with $3,000, and will do as 
well on the third stanza at the Play- 
time. “Meet the People of 1944” at 
the Assistance League theatre is 
heading for estimated $3,500 for its 
‘fourth week after hitting the same 
last week. Show is looking for larger 
| house, and may move to the Music 
' Box on Hollywood boulevard if lease 
deal now in work goes through. 


+ 


“Sweet 'n’ Hot” | 


Chicago, April 4 

“Lady and the Clown,” town's 
newest entry. took a.terrifiec beating 
from the critics and will have to be 
| hypoed considerably if it is to con- 
tinue at the Civic, where it drew 
| $6,500 on its first week. “Something 
|for the Boys” pulled stakes at the 
; Civic Opera House Saturday (1), 
concluding a 


$45.500 for the week. “Abie’s Irish 


| Rose” is building at the Studebaker | 
ana took $11,000 for the second 
stanza “Oklahoma” continues to 


|}sellout at the Erlanger 

The Blackstone was relit Sunday 
(2) with “Blossom Time.” “Uncle 
Harry,” with cast 
{Adler and Beth Merrill, is scheduled 
to succeed “Unexpected Honeymoon” 
at the Great Northern on April 29. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Abie’s Irish Rose,” 
| (2d week) (1,400; $2.75). Building up. 
Took $11,000. 

“Kiss and Tell,” 
week) (1,000: $2.75). 
$14,500. 

“Lady and The Clown,” Civic (1st 
week) (900: $2.75). Drew bad notices. 
Pallid $6,500. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (20th week) 
(1,50; $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 
“Something for the Boys,” Civic 
Opera House (5th week) (3,600: 
$3.85). Closed five-week run Satur- 
day (1) to around $45,500. 
“Tomorrow the World,” Selwyn 
(21st week) (1,000; $2.75). Nearing 
end of run, nearly $11,500. 


; Northern (18th week) (1,400; $2.75). 


Two-for-ones keeping opus going. | Austin (11); Texas, San Antonio (12); | 


About $6.800. 


Finale-4th Det. Week 


prolonged | 
$2.75 top. It was followed Sunday | 


Sock $22,700 in St. Louis’ 


Irwin and Skéets Gallagher in the 


five-week run to around | 


headed by Luther | 


Studebaker | 


Harris (47th | 
Dropped to} 


“Unexpected Honeymoon,” Great | Sic Hall, Houston (7-8); City Audi., | 


Coast. — 

Chorus girls in “Connecticut Yankee” rebelled in Baltimore last week, 
4nsisted they must have more money to meet road expenses. Hotel ac- 
commodations in Baltimore are much worse than in Washington. Freddy 
Schader, in advance of the show, restored peace with a promise that the 
girls would be well provided for in Washington at the Hotel Annapolis, 


g 
“Yankee” is a three-car show and expensive to operate. Chorus men, 


| mostly 4-F’s and discharged servicemen, are being paid $75 a week, yet 


they complain the extra compensation js absorbed by living expenses. 
Many of the Baltimore hotels which catered to theatrical patronage now 
refuse it. In Washington the vaudeville houses are equipped with cots 
and many entertainers prefer them to stuffy hotel rooms. 


~ Current Road Shows 


(April 5-16) 


“Abie’s Irish Rese” (ist Co.)— | Phoenix (15). 
Studebaker, Chicago (5-16). | “Oklahoma” (2d Co.)—Erlanger, 
| “Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)— | Chicago (5-16). 


“Pretty Little Parlor’ — Wilbur, 

Boston (5-16). 
“Rosalinda’—Forrest, 

(5-16). 
“Searching 


| Metropolitan, Seattle (5-16), 

“Allah Be Praised”—Shubert, Bos- | 
ton (5-8). 


| Philadelphia 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co. )— 
Locust Street, Philadelphia (9-16). 
“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—E] | more (5-8). 
Capitan, Hollyweod (5-16). “Sheppey"—Colonial, 
“Blithe Spirit” Lyric, Vancouver. | 16) 
; Canada (5-8); Auditorium, St. Paul, “Sim Sala Bim’’—>) 
| Minn. (12): (9-16) 
| (13-15), “Something for the Boys’—Cass, 
“Blossom Time” (lst Co.)—Civic | Detroit (9-16). 
“Sons o’ Fun’”’—Civic Audi., Fresno 
(6): Curran, San Francisco (8-16). 
“Student Prince”—Geais San 
Francisco (5-16). 
“Three's a Family”’—Cass, Detroit 
(5-8): Davidson, Milwaukee (9-16). 


Wind’—Ford’s, Balti- 


Boston (5- 


Nixon, Pittsburgh 


Lyceum, Minneapolis 


| Auditorium, San Jose, Calif. (9): Au- | 
| ditorium, Oakland (10); Auditorium, 

Portland, Ore. (12-15). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Black- 
stone, Chicago (5-16). 

“Connecticut Yankee” — National. 
Washington (5-16). “Tobacco Road” Nixon, Pitts 
| “Corn Is Green”—Erie, Schenec- | burgh (5-8); Hanna, Cleveland (9-16), 
| tady (10-11); Academy. Northamp-| “Temorrow the World” (2d Co. 
| ton, Mass, (12); Metropolitan, Proyvi- | Selwyn, Chicago (9-16) 

}dence (13); Memorial Audi., Wor- | 


‘eter Memorial Aus. ANKER? BIG $27,000 
IN WEEK AT BALTO 


“Decision” (2d Co.)—Shubert, La- 
fayette, New Haven (5-8): Copley, 
Baltimore. Api 
Yankee here last 


Boston (9-16) 
| “Doughgirls” (2d Co.)—Wheeling | 
|} (6); Shubert Lafayette, Detroit (9- ! 


“Connecticut 


16) week at Ford’s as the fifth of six 
Ni ” | promised attractions under American 
say Nineties Revue”’—War Mem- Theatre Society-Theatre Guild sub- 


)orial Audi., Columbus, Ohio (11-12); | scription, rang the bell with nearly 
|Atmory Audi. Akron (13); War | $27,000, 
|Memorial Audi., Springfield (14): | Pittsburgh. 
Municipal Audi., Charleston, W. Va Current is Herman Shumlin’s pro- 
(15). |}duction of Lillian Hellman’s “The 

Gilbert and Sullivan Repertory— | Searching Wind.” with Cornelia Otis 
| Shubert, New Haven (9-16). 7 | Skinner, Dennis King and Dudley 
“Good Night, Ladies’—Cox, Cin- | Disges 
cinnati (5-8); English, 
(9-16). 

“Ice Follies of 1944"°—Minneapolis 
Arena, Minneapolis (5-9). 

“Ice-Capades of 1944”—Pla-Mor Ice 
Palace, Kansas City (5-6): Dallas 


repeating big takings at 


‘ #49 | 
Spirit’ 216, Seattle 
Seattle, April 4. 
With mixed-price sked, due to fed 
tax boosting the ante April 1. “Blithe 


Indianapolis | 


S it T 4 aS did trong 

;Arena, Dallas (8-14): Will Rogers ith N. Y. ¢ 91 OOD 
Colise Ft. Wort! 2 : at the Metropolitan last week. pet 

(15-16). | for nine shows. Until April 1. house 

Janie” (1st Co.)—Karlton, Wil- | scaled from $2.88; then from $3.25. 


{liamsport, Pa. (5): Playhouse, Wil- | 


| mington (7-8); Walnut, Philadelphia | “Road” $7,000, Buffalo 


(9-16) Buffalo, April 4. 
“Janie” (2d Co)—Erlanger, Buffalo “Tobacco Road.” in 13th local date, 
(9-16). at Erlanger last week at $1.65 top, 


“Junior Miss”—Locust Street, Phil- | 8arnered $7,000. Satisfactory in view 
adelphia (5-8): Ford’s, Baltimore «g- last showing here only monta 
16). ago. 

“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chicago (5-16). § 

“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Bilt- hows in Rehearsal 
more, Los Angeles (5-16). “Pick-Up Girl’—Colligan, Bloome 

“Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.\—Amer- field, Kaplan (Michael Todd’. 

‘ican, St. Louis (5-16). | “Rebecea” — Victor Payne-Jen- 
| ““Life With Father” (2d Co.)—Mu- nings. 

| “Helen Goes to Troy”—New Opera 
Paramount, Co. 
“Dream With Music” — Richard 


Beaumont, Tex. (10): 


Rialto, Tucson, Ariz. (14); Orpheum, | Ko'lmar. 


| 

| | 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 37 


Court Test Looms Because of Moss 
Nix Versus Ticket Delivery Fees 


Authority of N. Y. License Com- + 


missioner Paul Moss to order ticket 
agencies not to charge a fee for the 
delivery of tickets has been ques- 
tioned and may be tested in court. 
That Moss may have revised his 
jdeas in that direction was indicated 
last week when he reinstated one 
proker among the four whose li- 
censes he recently ruled out. Agency 
js the Supreme, which clashed with 
Moss some weeks ago. The license 
jn that instance was not in suspen- 
gion because of overcharging but 
because of delivery fees. 

Moss’s no-delivery edict clashes 
with the legit code, which specif- 
ically allows for such fees. Rule is 
that any agency which customarily 
charged for deliveries prior to July 
1, 1938, may continue to do so at the 
rate 25c maximum per ticket. Code 
also okays a fee of $1 per month to 
agency customers who carry charge 
accounts. 

The jam over delivery fees is 
blamed on lesser brokers who have 
been “cheating.” 
not only exact excessive fees but 
insist on customers picking up tick- 
ets at boxoffices instead of the 
agencies, so the “cost” of delivery 
may be added to the price. 

There is no stipulation in the N.Y. 
state law limiting premium to 75c 
(plus federal tax) more than the 
boxoffice price, which prohibits 
agencies from collecting for deliv- 
eries. A number of agencies have 
desisted from taking delivery money 
until the situation is clarified but the 
larger ticket outfits are standing on 
their rights for such service, backed 
up by the code. Quite a percentage 
of agency patrons insist on getting 
tickets either at their offices or 
homes rather than wait in crowded 
lobbies and are willing to pay the 
delivery fee. 

Seems that those agency people 
who take advantage in the matter of 
deliveries are the same whose prac- 
tices are responsible for drawing 
criticism against brokers in general. 
Code date for agencies eligible to 
collect delivery fees is not impor- 
tant because few new ticket outfits 
have been formed since the rule was 
adopted. 


Adelphi Taken 
Over for ‘Allah’ 


Acquisition of theatres, mostly in 
disuse, through purchase and rental 
arrangements by the Shuberts, has 
solved the problem of booking in 
Broadway musicals. Most recent 
jam was ended by spotting “Follow 
the Girls” into the Century, N. Y. 
(nee Jolson) and “Allah Be Praised,” 
which comes to the Adelphi. Both 
are outside the show district proper. 

In addition to the Century, the 
Shuberts previously bought the For- 
rest and Ambassador, with a deal to 
buy the National virtually being 
agreed upon for $300,000. That house 
has been owned and operated by the 
Dry Dock Savings Bank, which had 
other theatres on its hands through 
foreclosure, but most of that bank’s 
Broadway holdings have been dis- 
posed of. Understood the only point 
to be settled in the National deal was 
the amount of cash to be put up by 
the Shuberts. 

One pending theatre buy is for the 
48th Street, which Michael Todd has 


under sublease, with an option to 
purchase. While the Shuberts are 
buying 


theatres, they have also been 
leasing some for radio purposes. Re- 
Ported both the Forrest and Long- 
acre will be used for broadcasting. 


P.A. JOE ROBERTS TO 
MAKE DEBUT AS MGR. 


“Police Gazette,” murder mystery 
based On a homicide that startled 
New York in the 1880's, is due for 
Production, it being slated to be the 
Managerial debut of Joe Roberts, of 
the “Stars on Ice” (Center) press 
department. Script was authored by 
Edward Van Every, N. Y. Sun box- 
ing writer, who has written several 
Claimed that Van Every owns the 
tle, by arrangement with the pub- 
lisher of the magazine which has 
€ same name. 


Alleged that some | 


Y. City Center 
Shows Oppose B’way, 


Belying Original Idea 


When the City of New York took 
over Mecca Temple, now called the 
N. Y. City Center, it was stated by 
Newbold Morris, the council head, 
with a nod from Mayor LaGuardia, 
that it would not be opposition to 
Broadway. As for legit shows, they 
claimed that attractions booked were 
repeats, therefore not for Broadway. 

The next two attractions at the 
City Center, however, will directly 
oppose commercial ventures within 
the theatre zone. Fortune Gallo’s 
San Carlo Opera Co. will play the 
Center (Radio City) from April 26 to 
May 7, while pop opera will also play 
the City Center starting May 1. 
Similarity in theatre names is con- 
fusing in itself. Both warbling out- 
fits will have a $2.40 top. 

Gallo wrote Morris calling atten- 
tion to the city-booked opposition, 
saying he thought it unfair, es- 
pecially since his long-established 
outfit had had a season in the Radio 
City spot for the past six years. The 
San Carlo impresario said he got no 
response, 

The other opposed show is ballet. 
S. Hurok opens at the Metropolitan 
Opera House with his Russian ballet 
on April 9, date extending until May 
7. On the same night -(9) the City 
Center will start three weeks of 
ballet. Latter top will be $2.40 while 
at the Met it will be $4.20. 


YOKEL BEGINS WORKING | 


| 


ON ‘DESERT BATTALION’ 


Hollywood, April 4. 

Alex Yokel, Broadway producer, 
is lining up material for “Desert 
Battalion,” a stage comedy with 
music, based on the experience of 
a group of patriotic Southern Cali- 
fornia girls who visit Army bases. 
Group is headed by Mrs. Edward G. 
Robinson. 

Crane Wilbur has written the story 
and several composers have volun- 
teered tunes for the show, slated for 
a break-in in San Francisco and a 
gala premiere in Los Angeles. Pro- 
ceeds will continue the work of the 
“Desert Battalion” as well as a spe- 
cial program of rehabilitation. 


Kibbee As ‘Old Soak’ 


Toronto, April 4. 
Under aegis of Frank McCoy, Guy 
Kibbee opens at Royal Alexandra 
here in revival of Don Marquis’ “The 
Old Soak” for week of April 24. 
Piece is subsequently pencilled to 
Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Detroit. 


DANTE’S PITT RETURN 
Pittsburgh, April 4. 

Dante, who played an engagement 
at the Stanley theatre, WB deluxer, 
where the scale runs from 30 to 75c, 
only a couple of months ago, is com- 
ing back to town again next week, 
but this time he'll be at the Nixon 
(legit) at $2.75. 

Magi’s two previous Pittsburgh 
dates, prior to his Stanley appear- 
ance, were at the Nixon. 


L’ville’s Summer Season 
Louisville, April 4. 
Park Theatrical Assn. will again 
present a season of summer shows 


this year at Iroquois Ampitheatre. 


See New 20%, Legit Tax Having No 
Immediate Effect; Await Post-Easter 


B’klyn Cleric Trying 
To Tell Off B’way; 
‘Turtle’ ‘Indecent’? 


For the first time Brooklyn is tell- 
ing off Broadway, one of its clerics 
having filed a complaint against “The 
Voice of the Turtle,.”” Morosco, with 
Police Commissioner Lewis J. Val- 
entine. Although in show circles it 
is doubted that there will be police 
interference with the three-person 
comedy smash, Father John J. Bel- 
ford of the Catholic Church of the 


Nativity in that borough said at a 
communion breakfast last week that 
“Turtle” is “indicative of immoral 
tendencies in the theatre.” 


There has been no such criticism | 


either from audiences or critics. That 


the play was chosen for a “com- ! 
Washington | 
as a highlight in the President's in- | 


mand” performance in 


fantile paralysis fund drive, Jan. 23, 
further discounts the squawk from 
Brooklyn, where there has been a 


police department upheaval because | 


of the delinquencies of its citizens. 

It was figured that the priest's 
squawk was inspired by 
pressure group, such as_ openly 
charged in the “Wine, Women and 
Song” case and the rap against “The 
Native Son.” Same group, however, 
is evidently not involved, since 
Brooklyn is in a different Catholic 
diocese than that this side of the 
East river. 


religious | 


NEW YORK’S TICKET ‘MONOPOLY’ 


Whether they realize it or not, Mayor 
LaGuardia and his license commissioner, 
Paul Moss, have by word and action moved 
in such a way that a ticket monopoly on 
Broadway could be the result. And Equity 
may be in on the play, also certain man- 
agers. 


The mayor alludes to all ticket agency peo- 
ple as chiselers. Moss is suspicious of all 
ticket transactions and recently suspended 
the licenses of several brokers for charging 
more than the state limit of 75c, plus tax, 
over the boxoffice price, probably prodded 
into such drastic action by the mayor. Ticket 
sales were made to clubmen, citizens who de- 
mand the best locations and are willing to 
pay for the service they want. 


When the mayor complained over the mu- 
nicipal radio recently that “we only want 
to help the members” of the Union, Harvard 
and Yale clubs he sounded childish. Did any 
member of any exclusive club ever ask La- 
Guardia his opinion about ticket prices? It’s 
a long shot that any ever did. When the 
clubs were asked to “cooperate” with Moss 
not long ago about prices of theatre tickets, 
their general attitude was for the commis- 
sioner to.mind his own business. That goes 
for the mayor too. 


There were 29 accredited agencies in New 
York, that number being reduced to 26 by 
Moss. If revocations continue, the number of 
agencies will be steadily reduced and ulti- 
mately all ticket allotments would go to two 
or three agencies—or maybe just one. It has 
been charged more than once that a major 
agency has had that objective for years. 


Any fair-minded manager would not want 
a monopoly in tickets for it would inevitably 
result in certain shows being favored in 
agency sales. Nearly all managers concede 
that agencies are vital to the sale of theatre 
tickets, and it is preferable for a number of 
agencies to operate rather than a few. 


Not all managers are free from criticism 
and there are inherent cheaters among the 
brokers, but the majority are on the level 
and the percentage of tickets that command 
“a price” is relatively small. 


It is only the hits that are involved in the 
tirade conducted by the mayor, license com- 
missioner and the code enforcement board. 
Code requires managers to hold 25% of all 


tickets for direct boxoffice or mail order sale, 
but some of those tickets reach the hands of 
diggers. Those in the know are aware that 


90°. of tickets for the hits are sold through | 


agencies, so showmen feel that brokers fur- 
nish an invaluable service to the theatres. 


There is an offer of $100 reward to any 


patron of “Oklahoma” who proves he paid | 


excess prices for tickets. That sign is in the 
St. James lobby and in the programs. No 
reward is recently known to have been col- 
lected, although there is no doubt that some 
tickets for the sock show have been and will 
be sold for high rates. Lack of response indi- 
cates that those who paid excess prices for 
the desired tickets had no squawk coming. 


Equity, sitting in judgment of ticket 
brokers as part of the code enforcement 
board with managers, seems to be in an in- 
congruous position. Recently ticket men 
were accused of charging 75c for balcony 
tickets for “Oklahoma” instead of 50c, as 


stipulated in the code (the 75¢ premium is | formerly 


not illegal). 


From the time the code was}! 


# To what extent the new 20% ade 


missions taxes will affect Broadway 

legit and ticket agencies will prob- 

ably not be indicated until after 

next (Easter) week. Saturday (1), 
' when the 10% legit levy was 
| dcubled, there was a boxoffice lull 
' but that was attributed to the gen- 
eral spending spree of the day be- 
fore to beat the increased excise 
taxes. 

This (Holy) week attendance is 
| expected to slump, as it always does 
| on the final six days before Easter. 
| With the advent of the holiday, busi- 
ness generally booms, the school 
holiday helping. The boosted taxes 
are not figured to materially dent 
attendance during Easter. Showmen 
believe that business thereafter will 
be the test. Good Friday night will 
be the low-water mark, it also being 
| the start of the Jewish Passover (7). 
| 


It will cost $16.80 for two tickets 
for the opening of “Follow the 
Girls,” at the Century (nee Jolson), 
Saturday (8), but that isn’t charge- 
able to the increased tax altogether. 
New musical has a $7 top for that 
performance, or what would for- 
merly have been $7.70, but with the 
| tax at 20°, the price is $8.40 per 
| ticket. “Girls” has a top of $4.40 
; during the week, with $5.50 on Sat- 
| urday night. 


Dullzell Lauded 
For Agcy. Fight 


Equity’s annual election, tenta- 
tively dated for early June, calls for 
|naming of 10 councillors, that num- 
| ber automatically being retired 
| from the total of 50 which comprises 
| that body. For the first time in 
| years there will be no replacement. 
councillors. That is said to indicate 
| that all is quiet in Equity’s govern- 
ing body, none having quit in the 
past year. When a councillor quits 
it is usually because of animosity. 
Officers were elected for a three- 
year period last spring. 

At the quarterly meeting held last 
week for the specific purpose of 
selecting the balance of the nomi- 
nating committee, there was a sur- 
prise address from the floor. Philip 
Loeb arose, speaking in highly com- 
plimentary terms of executive secre- 
tary-treasurer Paul Dullzell. He 
credited Dullzell for Equity’s defeat 
of the Condon bill in Albany re- 
cently; the proposed legislation 
would have upped present casting 
agency fees. The assgciation has 
fought it for years. 


Loeb is a member of the council, 
one of the 10 whose terms expire 
this spring. Last year he was chair- 
man of the nominating committee 
but was not named last week. Loeb 
was of the so-called “radical” group, 
known as the Actors 
Forum, a clique within Equity. It 


| 


won a number of reforms favoring 


formed the ticket fees have remained the | rank and file actors, including pay 


same, but minimum pay for actors was raised 
twice—from $40 to $50 and now $57.50. 


Equity argued that control of ticket prices 
would make for longer engagements by at- 
tracting more patrons. The theatre surge 
has been so strong for the past two years that 
the actors should have no cause to worry, and 
it is questionable whether Equity should as- 
sume managerial or judicial functions as it 
has in the ticket matter. 


It has been stated by ticket experts that 
not more than 5% of tickets are sold at so- 
called gyp prices, and that percentage is 
alleged to be conservative. 


So why should the mayor and the commis- | 


sioner get on their white horses about the 
agencies? Such castigation is not good for the 
theatre. Gypping will never be entirely 
eliminated. Even Equity knows that. But if 
city officials, who don’t know much about 
tickets either, continue to bear down, a mo- 
nopoly can result, for they are doing just 
what connivers, who’d like to corner the 
ticket market, want them to do. 


And if most of the current agencies are 
eliminated, gypping, which has been greatly 
curtailed, will go up like a skyrocket. 


for rehearsals and the first upping 
| of minimum pay. 

Nominators named from the mem- 
(bership: Whitford Kane, Leo G. 
| Carroll, Margaret Wycherly, Victor 
| Jory, Alfred Drake and Howard da 
Silva. Previously selected for the 
committee by the council were 
Augustin Duncan, Calvin Thomas 
Ruth Hammond. 


| 


“UNCLE HARRY,’ ‘BOYS’ 
- CLICK IN LONDON BOWS 


London, April 4. 

Two recent Broadway legit hits, 
“Uncle Harry” and “Something for 
the Boys,” successfully debuted in 
the West End last week. 
| “Harry,” authored by Thomas Job 
|}and featuring Eva Le Gallienne and 
Joseph Schildkraut in its New York 
| version a season ago, was received 
| enthusiastically here, its cast turning 
'in a strong performance at the Gar- 
rick. 

“Boys,” while favorably received 
| by the audience at the Coliseum, met 
| with only mild response from the 
{press. Evelyn Dall went over big 
in role created by Ethel Merman 
in Mike Todd’s New York version 
of the musical. 

“One Room,” which came to the 
| Apollo March 28, met with warm re- 
sponse but is believed more suited 
for the provinces. 
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° 
f T Juve Delinquency 
ays ut 0 own Play in Rehearsal 
| Broadway is due to get a play on | 
The Searching Wind [ov | juvenile delinquency, it being “Pick- | 
Wilmington, Del., March 30, on the Up Girl.” now in. rehearsal. - Script, 
my Shu urrent wave of Gotham clicks 
Me,” was described as being docu- | 
‘ ~ Play offers a fiie Opportunity for but has been tricked at 
State Edmund Gwenn to build a nice char- | Mentary but has been 
Bay, acterization of the central subject, | the suggestion of Michael Todd 
Although at times he has to read | Show was first announced by 
saree $s 7 ie lines that are a bit puerile. he con- | D. Georges Gersene, who is said to, 
veys an overall, sub tantial picture | retain a 5‘. interest in “Girl.” billed 
Montage of the barber who finds himself alone | tg pe presented by James Colligan, | 
Biblical standards. ., | lan, of Todd's staff. | 
A Sheppe y is the “Girl” was written by Elsa Shel- 
‘ . ant ina Bond street barber shop 
COOL m 
if \\ fortable. home for hi wife and) known as Bertha Broad and who last 
* ie i daughter Florrie, who is engaged toa jappecred in a one-person, or “mono- 
Cr Hey voung teacher with aspirations for! drama.” called “Courtesan.” at the 
Falward 5 » —; Parliament. When he wins a small | President, tiny house on west 48th 
\ Kort | fortune, Sheppey decide to use The | street. That play was written by 
monev to Improve the general Irv ng Kave Davis. her husband, 
dition of unfortunates. Among these 43 h: rit 
Lillian Hellman has done it again. 1.6 4 prostie and a petty thief whom | W120 Is esitmated to have written 
Using a powerful theme—the causes | he takes into his home. They even: | around 60 scripts, very few of which 
of World War II—she has fashioned , tually revert to type but the experi- | were produced, none in recent sea | 
“The Searching Wind” into provoca- | ¢Nce, raises difficultict in his own | sons. UU nderstood that he had a 
| circle and helps to cau hand in writing “Girl,” which has 
Ps. Sheppey to be declared balmy Play 18 characters, although he says it’s | 
play lacks faults. But the intelli- ends with the — : philan- | ironic that Miss Shelley should get 
gence and sincerity with which the’ thropic venture ig hop gate: her first play accepted ‘afier all the 
theme is handled. the Class A pro-| merciful relief by death betore he 
duction and gilt-eged cast combine can be committed to a retreat nerve le mas expended in writing | 
to provide thought-provoking the- Snail-paced staging doesn’t help a drama, 
atre. Thus is it also another triumph wordy script. While Sir Cedric 
5 for the Hellman-Shumlin team. since | Hardwicke’s direction gives close at- 
‘ it was the latter who also produced | tention to detail, this factor has a P| B d 
Miss Hellman’s “Children’s Hour.” | tendency to slow up an alreagy-pon- ay on roa Way 
“Little Foxes” and “Watch on the | derous theme. Stanza two is virtu- 
Rhine.” allv all dialog. with action practically — soseniiinlelas 
he eternal triangle plot always is, nil. Some of best scrivening comes | . “ > 
to Miss Hellman’s indict- in act three. play's top frame, when Mira. January Mr. xX 
ment of appeasers, diplomatic mud-| Sheppey has an interview With OF 
dlers and do-nothing ‘liberals whom! Death. Viola Keats ives a good | 
she labels the authors of the present) reading at this point. ther support Nuvent and Arthur 8 Peis Pept 
conflict. And with it she makes cn. standouts are Doris Patston, as the | 
impassioned plea that future world) lady-of-the-streets; Frances Heflin | top, 
leaders see that the mistakes of the, and Anthony Kemble-Cooner, as the Gy 
; last peace are not repeated, engaged couple: Barbara Everest. aS | Stevens... Phil Sheridan 
Covering a span of 20 years. from) Sheppey’s wife. Minor roles by | 
the march on Rome to the present, Alexander. Clark, Gerald Savory, ist Expressman... Roderich Winehell 
the play is condensed irto two Cathleen Cordell are okay. _ Watson 2nd Hebert Simen 
of three scenes each. The flashback) Barratt has supplied two first-rate rh vee Quadri 
method of story-telling has its draw- | settings. a barber shop and a middles py 
backs but it is effective. The plot class living room. Bone. Tet 
deals with an American diplomat, his | Henry Vincent 
wife, the latter’s friend who's in love Pretty Little Parlor | 
with the husband. and the couple's Mise Po Carnet 
son. who returns wounded from Boston, March 28. —_—-- 
Italy. John Moses and Ralph Bellary Lcshetyried | A comedy that is, perhaps, for the | 
Their tangled lives are played carriage trade, but it’s probably for | 
against a backdrop of historv-mak-] sjqney Blackmer: staged only a limited clientele from that 
ing events including Mussolini's rise. ting, Stewart Chaney; costumes desizned | class, 
Hitler’s beginnings and the Munich! Do Wi Billie Burke and Frank Craven. 
pact. Sharp, incisive dialog points! ne | two former Broadway favorites. in-, 
up the author’s arguments. and the} Jegorson Hilvard.......:. Sidt shit ey | terpret a giddy grass widow and an | 
producer's excellent direction helps Devs | ex-President of the U. S. Certainly 
i the play over the rough spots. most first nighters didn't get enthused 
The cast is tops. Cornelia Otis Sarah about the a k. romance. 
Skinner, Barbara O'Neil and Dennis | Mr. Kennedy... Pant Darks Locale is New England, here Mrs. 
excellent. Dudley Digges plays inj Kdward B Gurerent huspands, move 
just the right comedy key as the amelie s a half of a two-family houses | 
grouchy grandfather, a retired lib- ; | It's quite a comedown for her and | 
] eral publisher. Best in the support- While comparisons with “Little | the children, for Mrs. J. used to 
ing cast is Montgomery Clift. as the | Foxes” are inevitable, “Pretty Little | wealth. Seems that the b.r, has been | 
soldier son. Representing American! Parlor” has a distinctive flavor of its ;@ented through somewhat question- | 
youth called to war, he brings a note | own as an acutely drawn study of ; investments “made by her 
of pathos to youth's fear that their, the struggle between mother and | brother 
elders may repeat the bungling at daughters for domination through | Anyhow, Mrs. J. decides to take a 
| Versailles. Mercedes Gilbert. Arnold | subtle employment of feminine tac- fling at comparative poverty and 
/ Korf¥. Eugene Earl, Alfred Hesse,| tics. It should. following reworking | would welcome matrimony with | 
and John Cole are others in bring-!| here, prove moderately successful as} Martin Luther Cooper, the Mr. X of | 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1850 
Play Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Streei, New York 
811 West Street, Los Angeles 


ing the Hellman characters to life.) serious contribution to season. Film | the I 


Ralph Bellamy’s direction. empha- 
| sizing the static quality of the play. 
is intelligent and mature. while the 
single set and costumes lend addi- 
tional authority. Play holds atten- 
tion but by its nature does not draw 
| enthusiasm. Elie. 


L. Wolfe Gilbert and Ben Oakland 
fitted a tune to George Jessel’s poem, 
“Dreamland Rendezvous.” 


play, 


| ally, so she sets her cap for him, and 


| 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Binge. son, 
March 23, Windsor, Ont. Father is 
radio announcer and comic with 


Station CKLW there. 


Lt. and Mrs. Harold B. Serkowitch, 
son, recently, at New River, N. C. 
Father was assistant manager of 
Hotel Astor, N. Y., before entering 
|service; mother is former Ann Kin- 
caid, vaude singer. 


and his paltry 8 G's annu- | 


OBITUARIES 


MORT H. SINGER 


ners were taken into the Stanley Co 


of America in 1918 but _ continued 
the partnership within that organ- 
ization. McGuirk held many posi- 
tions with that company until 1926 
when named president. 

Six months later he was elected 
head of First National Pictures 


Corp., serving as president of both 
First National and Stanley compa- 
nies until December, 1928, when he 
resigned former position, and it was 
while as First National and Stanley 
head that he directed some 600 
vaudeville and film theatres. In re- 
cent years, he had been in Warner 
Bros, real estate department. 

Survived by widow and 
daughters, 


two 


GEORGE IMMERMAN 
George Immerman, 60, well known 
nightclub - operator, died in New 
York, April 2. 


Immerman, with his brother,.Con- | 


nie Immerman, founded and oper- 
ated Connie’s Inn, Harlem, N. Y., 


which had been one of the most suc-! 


cessful nightclub operations during 
the prohibition era. He also was co- 
producer with his brother of several 
sepia musicals, including “Hot 
Chocolates,” a revue combining best 
features from floor shows at Con- 
nie’s Inn. He also was a member of 


the syndicate which: revived the 
Cotton Club downtown on former 
site of the Palais Royal; prior to 
Latin-Quarter taking over spot. 
Survived by his widow, son and 


brother. 


MRS. WILLIS BAKER 


Howard Bay's four settings are! Possibilities are exceptional. | cate carat ; for tt Mrs. Anna Auer Baker, 84, who 
rich looking and Aline Bernstein's Set in oppressive atmosphere of | The had appeared on the legit stage and 
provide good col con- | the _parlor of a spectable hote an ismall town and walk out, intending | ent motion pictures with he r 
rasts. Klep. , 1905, Claiborne Foster's first play} to stick around with uncle. | husband, the late Willis Baker, died 
Pay ee beers: with Clotilde mga ow a sant | Then Martin starts something with | April 2 at Fort Lee, N. J. 
|ruthless creature who has ridden speech before litical figures in | 
|roughshod over her well-meaning | New York. returning to find he’s on | and her husband ap 
Hartford, Conn.. Avril 1 | but ineffectual husband. As he sought | page one again, there being talk of | ponres a dramatic stock and travel. | 
a ques Chambrun produ — retuge from her contempt in liquor | him being drafted for the Republican ing legits fol a number of years. 
and is no longer competent to hold | ticket. While he and his future bride | When the film industry set up a 
Everest.  Stagel fe. Sip | railroad directorship, she com-|cclebrate their engagement by hav-: miniature Hollywood in Fort Lee, 
Hardwicke settings Watwen tureatt, | Promises herself with the president ing wine for dinner, Mrs. J’s brother | the couple appeared in many screen 
as #t) ara Memorial atl, Hart- | to retain her husband's job and then | arrives, so do the strange kids with | productions for the various com- 
ford, pril 1, "44: 8 2 maneuvers her daughter intoa favor- | presents. Over offstage radio and | panies operating there at the time 
First Custome Wallace Wild .| able marriage by betraying her step-{ porch hookup it is announced that | TI l te I ht } 
Miss Grange........... Cath) ; daughter. A double tragedy ensues | Mr. X will run. Brother January ey later bought a home there and 
4 | although it leaves her untouched: the | fixes that. figuring Martin can't win, | S€! ied in it after retirement. 
ede ees ace s ‘cL. | Suggestion of her future in the gutter | which is just the way he wants it. A daughter survives, 
rhage ee Gerald Sa | is evident at the final curtain | Zoe Akins has not written a clear igor 
While there are moments of com- | script. There 1s litile diversion in | SIG MARCUS 
, | edy, the mood is essentially gioomy | the performance, the laugh factor be- | Sig M 48 
A Strange Woman oat keris |} and tense as Clotilde’s character is | ing on the weak side. The fluitery | 1g Marcus, 46, executive of Myron | 
_ Mille }revealed with infinite subtlety and | Miss Burke is amiable but there is Selznick agency and veteran In pic- 
Turner... -. "| the play often seems more a drama- too much of her, especially in the ture industry for years, died April 
in) lers ‘ . has | tized psychological novel than a first half of the show. _Craven could 13 at Sapta Monica, after being ina 
Oy ee ee Vieiar Be stage piece. The third act. a long be ee: ee " — | hospital for 11 days. Shock of Myron | 
twa scenes between mother and step- |Selznick’s recent death is said to 
daughter is » for acti Nicholas Joy, as ew Ws 
In the case of “Sheppev’s” Broad- | for lis okay in a part with not many be contributory cause to Marcus’ | 
way _ premiere, due April 18. that opener and required a more power- | sides. Barbara Bel Geddes, Henry | Passing. 
standard gag line will probab!v be ful directive at the end to the effect | Barnard and Bobby Perez are the | Born in Germany and brought to 
altered to read, “Don’t sen A Out the | that the Clotildes of the world qj- | Spoiled January youngsters. There | this country when a year old, Mar- 
laundry until the ee are oe On | ways get their just dessert seem to be several wasted characters. {cus was educated at City College, | 
the basis of its Hartford break-in, the | ‘*“?"? > we | Ibee. N. Y., as cl icé ineer ; 
wetwash situation i eitltne* teat | Asa virtuoso piece for actors. play | iN. X., aS chemical engineer and did 
optimistic. At the moment. indica- iis hard to equal. Stella Adler draws | Postgraduate work at Columbia uni- | 
tions are that the piay will merely juiciest feminine role in Seasons as | BIRTHS Pindane His first association | with 
serve as fodder for reviving i‘icsl | Clotilde. Hers is a remarkable por- | : pictures was at the Fox studios in 
comment on the familiar tovic of | trait, suggesting there is a lot of | Mr. and Mrs. Louis Scofield, | the east. Later he went to the Coast. 
London hits that become Broadway Clotilde in most women, yet convey- | daughter, March 24, Chicago. Father | jn 1929. to enter the story depart- 
misses ing the ruthlessness of the character. | is radio writer on staff of Owen! ment of the Selznick agency. Marcus 
Sheppe} done about — often in- Vinson & Co., Chicago. | Stayed with the firm until his death 
vears ago and is said to have had | secure mannered at the opening. | | 
fair-enough boxoffice luck. But the | Sidney Blackmer. in a_ deceptive, Mr, and Mrs, mre Stone, son, ;™ k aide for Myron Selz 
transatlantic crossing seems to have | difficult role, turns in a most sensi- | Hollywood, Match 29. Mother was | 
developed a case of seasickness that | tive characterization, while Marilyn Sara Seager of the rad; father, | tracts, — o 
caused the play to lose whatever | Erskine and Augusta Dabney are ex- | legit and radio actor, is now in the | Survived by father, William Mar- 
verve it may have possessed in the | ceedingly good. army. cus; widow and daughter, all of 


Beverly Hills. 


HAROLD ENTWISTLE 

Harold Entwistle, 77, actor, mana- 
ger and pioneer film actor, died in 
Hollywood, April 1. Born in Lon- 
don, Entwistle studied at Heidelberg 
and Paris before going on London 
stage where associated with Henry 
Irving. Charles Frohman brought 


| him to U. S. in 1906 as manager 


‘ for 
Mort H. Singer, 67, veteran pro- | Billie Burke. He appeared Pass. 
ducer of musical shows, theatre) ing of the Third Floor Bact,” 
operator and vaudeville showman, | “Broken Melody.” “Butterfly o; he 
died in Chicago, March 29. | Wheel cand other plays. 
Details in picture section. Entwistle served as gen. n for 
PERS 7 Mrs. Patrick Campbell and was with 
| Walter Hampden for four ven; 
JOBN J. MeGt mK 1910 he began his screen carec; 
John J. McGuirk, 73, pioneer eXx-| Famous Players, acting with Billie 
hibitor in Philadelphia and former Burke, Mary Miles Minter aa 
president and chairman of Stanley others. He continued in films both 
Co. of America directorate, died in! actor and director. 
that city, March 30 after a long ill-) years. 
ness. McGuirk rose from an ap- Survived by widow, M, pee 
prentice glass-blower cigar toss Entwistle. 
salesman to a high position in the Pe 2 
yicture industry. He started in the = 
film business “when he met and GRANT HARMON 
formed partnership with Abe Sab- Grant Harmon, 73. veteran Erie, 
‘losky in Norristown, Pa., near} Pa., exhib, died at his home in that 
Pittsburgh where McGuirk ran a City Inst week of a stroke. He had 
Cigar store. been in ill health for some time. 
Partnership bought its first the- _ Harmon apeteten the Princess in 
atre, Hippodrome, Reading, in 1911. Eric more than 20 years ago and in 
They purchased the Broadway and had _managed the 
built the Cross Keys theatre jn Phil-| tena ere sor L nited Exhibitors, 
adelphia three years later. The part- rey i time of death was piloting 


for Marikas Galanis. 


GEORGE ARTHURS 


George Arthurs, 69, playwright 
and song writer. died in H WW, 
England, March 11. 

He wrote songs for Marie LI vd, 
Wilkie Bard. Clavice Mayne and 
other vaudeville stars of their day, 
and lyrics for musical plays and 
revues. 

MANNIE LOWY 

Mannie Lowy. for 16 years busi- 


ness adviser to Rudy. Vallee, died in 
Los Angeles, March 30. He was first 
' violinist with Vallee’s original Con- 
necticut Yankees. subsequently 
ing over business details. 
Survived by a 
two sisters and father. 


take 
daughter, 


BENNY SINGER 
Singer, former casting 
director and production manager in 


Benny 73. 


early film days, died March 27 in 
Los Angeles. 

For last 15 years he had been as- 
sistant location manager for War- 
ners. He was manager of the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y.. vears ago. 

AGNES T. MILES 

Agnes Tiers Miles, concert mane 
ager for many well-known musi- 
cians, died at Darien, Conn., March 
30. She haci managed tours for Pade- 
rewski, Fritz Kriesler. Yehudi Menu- 
hin, Maria Jeritza, Serge Rachman- 

| inofY and other names in the concert 
| field. 
{ Survived by a= sister and two 


| brothers. 


CHARLES JOnuN BATES 
Charles John Bates, 66, stage direc- 

| tor and actor, died March 25 in 
Angeles Veteran of California's 
legit theatre. he had played one of 
the fead in the Pilgrimage 
Play since it started in Hollyweod. 


Los 


roles 


NELSON HESSE 
Nelson S. Hesse. manager of 
eral topflight personalities for radio, 
died last Wednesday (29) 
| following an illness of a 
Details in Radio Section. 


sev- 


In 


! Ween 


Mrs. Edward B. Vovyunow, 73. 
| mother ot Dick Voynow. Coast 
representative Decca Records, died 
| March 30 in Beverly Hills. Sur- 
(Continued on page 39) 
| 
| MARRIAGES 

Jeanne Sarasy to George V. Denny, 
'Jr.. at Lake Placid, N. Y.. April 2. 
| He’s moderator of “Town Meeting 
;of the Air,” which he originated; 
she’s his radio production assistant. 

Nell Acton to Louis Hart, Holly- 
wood, March 12. Groom is a screen 


actor, honorably discharged from the 

| Marines with a Purple Heart dec- 
| oration. 
| Mildred Scharlack to Lt. Howard 
| Sacks, March 29, San Antonio, Texas. 
| Bride is radio singer known as Mim! 
Carli. 
. Sally Bride to Pvt. Harold Eugene 
Wood, New York, April 2. Bride }s 
department supervisor with Blue 
network; groom former pianist and 
arranger for Paul Whiteman betore 
going into service. 

Barbara Nielsen Goodrich to Staff 
/Sgt. Stuart Harding Schulberg. 
USMCR, New York, April 2. Groom 
| is son of Benjamin P. Schulbers. film 
;producer, and Mrs. Ad Schu berg. 
| Prior to entering the service he was 
on reportorial staff of the Washing- 
ton Daily News. 
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CHATTER | 


| Jackley for the Ray Bolger role in 


Broadway 


George Hamid is now a grand- 


ather. 

, Pilly Vine inked by Columbia for 
me ic. 

Charles R. Rogers, UA producer, 


here from the Coast. 


John Wenger’s water color exhibt | 


at Grand Central gallery. 

Nat Fleisher has published his all- 
time boxing ring 
1944. 

S:anton Griffis elected chairman 
ef the exee committee of Lee Tire & 
Rubber Co. 

Edwina Seaver signed as dancer 
in New Opera Co. production, 
“Helen Goes to Troy.” 

Harriet Gould, former Liberty mag 
film critic. now doing publicity at 
Macy's. N. Y. dep’t store. 

A network radio topper got a bill 


} 


record book for ! trouble. 


from Sherman Billingsley for | 
“breakage” at the Stork. 


Bert Lytell’s crimson sunburn got- | 


ten when he umpired soft ball game | 


in Central Park recently. 


NBC's Dick Dudley, now a Sgt.. 


| 


touring with “Broadway in Khaki?’ | 


so'dier. show, in England. 

Bobby Sanford, ex-Boston radio 
station, will specialtze in .booking 
radio guest shots for MCA. 

Major David F. Silverstein, former 
Hollywood scripter, laid up in Hallo- 
ran hospital, Staten Island. 


| 


Wife of Ed Barry (“Variety”) e- | 
covering at home from injuries sus- | 


tained in automobile shakeup. 

Dunninger baffles audiences, but 
stvmies himself—doesn’t remember 
where he leaves his eyeglasses. 

“But Not Goodbye,” new title 
for “ll Be Seein’ You,” is part of 
a line from old pop song lyric. 

Army's Paul W. Benson, former 
nitery p.a.. V-mailing Easter greet- 
ings to Broadway pals from India. 

Richard Hubbell spoke before the 
Radio Writers Guild on television 
last night (Tuesday) at CBS Annex. 

Nat Gartaggan, formerly with the 
Werner publicity. department, on 
Army duty in India, made a staff 
sergeant. 

‘. Robert Rubin, away from his 
desk at Metro for the past week, 
pians a vacation in Atlantie City 
newt week. 


Joe Shea, eastern representative | Landas University. 


for William and Jimmy Cagney, ex- 
pects to 
next week. 

George McManus, 


who has been |} 
drawing the comic strip “Bringing | House of 


more business than any attraction 

at Empire in last four years. “Ni- 

notchka” previeus record holder. 
Jack Waller anxious to get Nat 


| “By Jupiter.” which' is to tour for a 
| few weeks prior to London debut. 


to serve with the OWI in the Eng- 
land film division. He is former Par- 
amount newsreel assignment editor, 
but has been with OW1 in N. Y. for 


} more than two years. 


Hollywood 


Prince Littier’s revival of 
Quaker Girl” will star George Gee 
and Joy Hayden. Tours provinces 
eight weeks, opening Hippodrome, 
Coventry, in April. 

Jack Hylton’s “Hi-De-Hi"” revue, 
after lengthy run at  Sioll. 
started extensive provincial tour in 
Glasgow. Cast is 


Gladys George laid up with high | Gray and George Dormonde. 


fever. 
June Haver laid up with 


Mike Gore 
serious illness. 

Buddy De Sylva readying to hop! 
off on a vacation. 

Johnny Weissmuller’s wife called 
off her divorce suit. 

Roy Rogers shoves off April 10 on 
an eastern rodeo tour. 

Lillian Bond, of stage and screen, 
divorced Sydney A. Smith. 

Velma Connor, singer, divorced 
Harrison Hearne, screen actor. 

Jean Hersholts celebrate their 30th 
wedding anniversary next week. 

Ann Corio and Bob Williams an- 
nounced their engagement to wed. 

Gail Patrick to Winnipeg to! 
launch the Canadian Bond Drive. 

Gordon Douglas. RKO director, 
laid up with impacted teeth trouble. | 

Gary Cooper fell off a bicycle and} 
halted work on “Casanova Brown.” | 

Ed Lowry. of USO-Camp Shows, 
hospitalized for observation prior to 


recuperating after aj} Logan and George Freems. 


surgery, | 


Wallace Beery handed a fishing 
outfit by his Metro pals on his 6lst | 
birthday. 

George Ward resigned from the | 
Myron Selznick agency to open his 
own office. | 

Jean Hersholt appointed 
Advisory Board of the Los Angeles | 
War Council. 

Enrique A. Jimenez, Ambassador 
from Panama, entertained by Para- 
mpunt execs. 

Henry Baron, legit producer, in 
from New York for his first gander 
at Hollywood. 

Ida Lupino out of 
Thought of You” 
because of illness. 

Angna Enters shipped three of her 
paintings to the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York. 

Charles Bennett tagged for a Doc- 
tor of Literature degree at De 


“The Very 
cast at Warners 


Sonja Henie returned from Can- 


ture at International. 
Samuel 


Representatives, enter- | 


Up Father” for 30 years, visiting | tained by studio biggies. 


from Coast. 
Theatre Guild gave party Saturday 


niversary of “Oklahoma” at the St: 
James, N. Y. 

Frances Fenton, national mag con- 
tact in the Metro publicity depart- 
ment, overseas for American Red 
Cross shortly. 

Phil Spitalny and his girl band 
celebrate ninth anniversary when 
they return to the Capitol the middle 
of this month. 

Messmore Kendall, owner of Capi- 


tol Theatre building, due back this | 


Angeles 
1) at Astor to celebrate year’s an- | the Easter Sunrise Services. 


week after recuperating from illness | 


in Palm Beach. 
Dorothy Field, wife of Rowland 
Field, of Newark News N. Y. office, 


has gone to Hollywood as secretary | 
a 


to Myrna Lov 

Capt. Claude Binyon laid up with 
fii and strep on the Coast following 
&n eastern quickie trip on Army film 
business to Astoria. 

Carl Brisson had an impromptu 
fuester at the Versailles last Thurs- 
day night in person of 
Melchior, another Dane. 

George Raft'’s Coast 
Snagged his playing in 
Genius No. 1,” Charlie Washburn- 
Barney Gerard comedy, 

Lester Rose to Chicago to handle 
Spccial events for Committee to Save 
European Jews, which stages spec- 
tacle in the Stadium there July 1. 

n Ted Baldwin’s exploitation for 

Cover Girl’ (Col) 


| 


Lauritz | 


commitments | 
“Public | 


in Washington | 


recently, led to offer as promotion | 


manager of Times-Herald 
salary of $10,000. 

George Lait, being a Hearst war 
correspondent now in the South Pa- 
cific, his father, Jack Lait. appearing 
for him in N.Y. supreme court in the 
boy's separation suit. 

Nancy Ranson has two portraits in 
28th annual exhibition 


there at | 


of Brooklyn | 


Society of Artists at Brooklyn Mu- | 


scum. She's: wife of Jo 
WNEW’s publicity head. 


Ranson, | 


Somehow a rumor is rife in AEF | 


ranks in Italy that Sonja Henie died. 
It was Widely “mourned” in the 
troop publications and apparently 
may still be a misapprehension. 
“Louis the Waiter.” Sixth ave, deli- 
Catessen st{ffer, whom Fred Allen 


lad as his’ Buest on the radio for | 


aving sold over $1,000,000 in bonds | 


-O his theatrical customers, opening 
‘Ss own sandwichery. 


Louis, vet headwaiter at Leon &! 


rudie’s, is father of Sgt. Julius S. 
ante, with the 5th Air Force in the 
South Pacific, awarded Distinguished 
ing Cross for 
‘enievement while participating in 
aerial] flights.” p pating 

Montague. Jr. iN from 
shots” taken prior to going overseas 


“extraordinary | 


Jane Powell will sing with the Los 
Philharmonic Orchestra at 


| Blackhawk Cafe May 3. 


Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus’ home dam- 
aged by fire. with a $17,000 Flemish 
tapestry among the casualties. 


Mary “Stuttering Sam” Dowell 
left for Fort Worth to marry Sig- 


mund Hindley. New York broker. 

Jesse Lasky in from New York to 
huddle with Warners about the re- 
lease of his Mark Twain production. 

Ronald Colman hosted the first an- 
niversary of the Masquers Club’s 
Saturday night dinner-shows for 
service men. 

Barry Fitzgerald bound over to} 


to the | 


| 


leave Polyclinic hospital! ada to start work on her new pic- | 


Rayburn, speaker of the} 


Jack Hylton USO- 


interested in 


tonsil |} Camp Shows talent for postwar line- | 


| ups. Recent show, headed by Ella 
: at Vic- 
| toria Palace, given once-over. 
Film companies disturbed over 


Teddy Carr's grabbing some of their 
sales force for his new company, the 
Eagle and Lion Film Corp. Threaten 
to squawk to Kinematograph Rent- 
ers’ Society. 

Charles Cochran greeting Harry 
White (& Manning), now with USO- 
Camp Shows here. White worked 
for him 14 years ago in his revue 


“One Damn Thing After Another.” 
Starring Will Rogers, at London} 


Pavilion. 
Eagle & Lion Film Corp., newly 


| organized company founded by Ar- 


thur Rank. and headed by Teddy 
Carr. former London United Artists 
chief. moves into 127 Wardour 


street. taking over quarters formerly 
occupied by Cinemato; raph Exhibi- 
tors’ Assn. 


Washington 


Cecil B. De Mille. widely cock- 
tailed by diplomatic set. 
Sixteen of Washington's after dark 


spots have dispensed with dancing 
and floor shows to avoid the 30% 
tax slug. 


Al Segal. of Universal. rounded up 
old time vaudevillians for the pre- 
view of “Follow the Boys” at Circle 
theatre. Monday (3). 

“Memphis Belle” previewed at Na- 
tional Press Club. Gen. H. H. Arnold 
spoke, and after screening, Gen. 
Jimmy Doolittle from London. 

Milton Davis has purchased the 
Club Jalna, ‘night club opened by 
Georges and Jalna, dancers) will op- 
erate it as the Million Dollar Spot. 

Glen Echo Park, Washington's 
amusement center on the upper Po- 
tomac, which made $280,000 last sea- 
son. will reopen Saturday (8). Paul 
Kain will be the ballroom maestro. 


Carl Ravazza Orch opens at the 
has 


Downtown Shopping News 


| added David Field to its staff as me- 


tion picture critic. 


“The | 


has | 


headed by Eddie | 


Literati 


N. ¥. Mirrer’s Fix 

The N. Y. Mirror, perhaps the 
| hardest hit daily in the U. S. on pa- 
| per rationing, got a jittle more news- 
| print this past weekend but, as Jack 
| Lait, its editor. states, “When the 
other papers were cut 15%, to us it 
|} meant a 40‘) cut. because we were 
just coming along and it stran- 
gulated us.” 

| Despite that, the Mirror (Hearst) 
has been maintaining full editorial 
coverage, getting all the wire serv- 


} 
! 


has 


ices; has rationed its advertising on | 


|a_ scientific 
advertisers, 
arguments? 


basis among all regular 
so as to avoid the daily 
and has frozen 
culation at 850.000 daily. 
so that the dealers hold out the 
Mirror only for the regulars in their 
| neighborhoods. 

Incidentally. in line with a de- 
cision not to increase the run 40,000 
for the Lonergan decision, which 


biggest story so far of the war has 
been the Rudolf Hess flight from 
Germany. That sent the Mirror 
| closest it has ever come to the mil- 
lion-copy daily mark, exactly 970,000. 

Legit theatre advertising in the 
Mirror assumed normal proportions 
starting Saturday (1) when-Broad- 
way shows used 14 lines or more per 
insertion in the usual directory 
manner. Throughout March there 
was a four-line maximum for shows. 

“One Touch of Venus’ (46th 
Street), which was out of the Mirror 
because name players could not be 
carried in the ads, reappeared when 
the lid went off. 

Add Newspaperman Stuff 

Norman Siegel, Cleveland Press 
radio editor. 37 ‘and a father. is 
going into the Army. He was tell- 
ing that to Walter Winchell. Latter, 
hot off the Martin Dies broadcast, 
cracked, “Listen, you think you got 
a war on your hands!” 


Incidentally. last week in Wash- 
ington, following the Martin Dies 


radio “debate.” Winchell cracked to 
the Congressman, “How docs it feel 
to be on the big time?” 

Winchell explained 
also how the D. C. 
conned him into posing with Dies 
shaking hands, etc. The press 
bunch said, “Listen, don’t they show 
rival pugs shaking hands in the ring 
when the fight’s over? You don’t 
wanna be marked for a bum sport. 
Even when an Army officer surren- 
ders, they:2 shown being saluted 
with swords, etc.” That got WW. 
He posed. 


night 
lensers 


t’other 
news 


Former Continental Room in the 
Stevens Hotel was reopened as the | 
Park Row with Henri Gendron’s | 


orchestra. 

Ethel Shutta and the Imaginators 
open at the Rio Cabana on April 14 
with the Chadwicks and Lyda Sue 
being held over. 

Ted Levy. president of the Warner 
Club, and Frank Lengenfelser, both 
inductees. were given a farewell 


Superior Court under $1.000.bail on} party by their co-workers last week. 


a manslaughter charge, the result of | 
a motor accident. 


ciate producer on “G. L 
special civilian assignment with the 
Army Air Forces. 
Walter McEwen 
while on his ranch 
out as executive producer of 
budgeters at Paramount. 


rusticating for a 
after checkin 
low 


Stoll theatre to stage all-British | 
army show if arrangements” go! 
through. 

Joyce Colleano, who quit Maurice | 
Colleano act. replaced by George 
Colleano’s wife. 

Hyams Bros. now that they have 
disposed of many of their theatres, 
buying up film reissues. 

Tom Arnold has taken a lease on 
Palace theatre. which been, 
under management of Jack Hulbert. 

England’s film theatres raised 
over $1.200.000 in their houses last 
vear for Red Cross Prisoners of War 
Fund. 


Walter Ridley. exploitation man- 
ager for Peter Maurice Music Co.,| 
to Scotland to recuperate from 


ulcers. 

New play by Noel Coward. “Ways 
and Means.” to be performed for 
troops for three Sundays at Phoenix 
theatre. | 

H. M. Tennent Ltd. production of | 
“Uncle Harry” succeeds “She Fol-| 
lows Me About” at the Garrick. 
March 29. 

Daughter born to Eric Glass 
March 6. Former Vienna Variety | 
correspondent, he jis now a play | 
broker in London. | 

Jack Wilson. of Wilson, Keppel 
and Betty. missed his first show .in 
38 vears March 4, when taken to 
hospital with pneumonia, 

Lawrence Taylor. Hollywood | 


| screen writer. doing original screen- | 


play with Irish background titled) 


“The Border” for I. Goldsmith. | 
playing to 


“Madame Curie” {fs 


| spring 
Lucian Hubbard resigned as asso-| League of 
Joe” for a! Sherman last Friday night (31) will 


London | 


Entire funds raised by the annual 
party of the 
America at the Hotel 
be used to carry on the organiza- 
tion's monthly sending of gift pack- 
“ses to members in the armed forces. 


Obituaries | 
Continued from page 38 — 


by husband, two other sons 


daughter. 


vived 


and a 


David Franklin Streb. 66. died at 
Saskatoon. Canada. Mareh 14. He 
founded first radio station there. 
Survived by widow, two sons and 


three daughters. 
Maurice Woelf, 75. died in Lon- 
don, March 16. For 30 years. he was 


associated with his brother. Charles, | 


in film business. Was a director of 
General Film Distributors. 


Margaret Yarde, 65. actress for 
vears, died in London, March 11. 
For 40 years she played in opera, 
legit and films. 


Henry Brewn, 74. circu: 


died in New Holland, O., March 26. | 
Last with Cole Bros. Two sisters | 
and brother ‘survive. 


Jack E. Curley, 49. {01 vaude 
performer died April 1 at Veterans 
Hospital. San Fernando 


mer 


H wife and mother. 


Showmen’s } 


employee, | 


Leaves | 


Wylie With Faweett 
| Eliott D. Odell, ad director of Faw- 
'cett Publications, appointed 
| Wylie ad manager for Life Stofy. 
Wylie previously with McGraw- 
Hill and American Legion Monthly. 
Windrum now’ production man- 
ager for Fawcett. Steve Casey re- 
!mains production manager of C. T. 


| Dearing Co., Louisville, wh'ch prints 
most Fawcett publications. 


Nix Pearsen Libel Suit 


week nixed libel suits against Drew 


its cir- } 
It’s gotten | 


was what the Mirror last did for the | 
Mussolini story, Lait recalls that the | 


Porter | 


A District of Columbia Court last | 


Pearson and Eugene Meyer, publish- 


er of the Washington Post. and Mrs. 
| Mever. Suit was brought by John P. 
Monroe, who made the headlines last 
year in connection with the “Big Red 
House on R Street.” and who sued 
over a Pearson yarn eich appeared 


| weeks and included a number of 
prominent witnesses. such as Senator 


Styles Bridges, of New Hampshire. 
fand Rep. James H. Morrison, of 
| Louisiana 


Rebb Resigns Editer & Publisher 
Arthur Robb has resigned as editor 
fof Editor & Publisher, with usual 
conjectures as to causes. General one 
& P. 


that E. has 


tab to it. X-rays showed that the 
mother would give birth to four 
babies and made a deal with the 


father. musician in a radio band, for 
an exclusive as soon as the births oc- 
cured. 


Reporter on another sheet heard 
about the X-ray film and checked 
with the hospital, a nurse saying: 
“It’s not enly true but the nts 


were born this morning.” That's all 
he wanted to know. 
Inside Stuff Forum 
Some of the country’s top war 
correspondents, just back from the 


battlefronts, talked off the 


record at 


the Nationa! Press Club, Washing- 
ton, Friday night (31), at a special 
forum. 

Among those who spoke were 


Barry Faris, of INS: Frank Gervasi, 
of Collier's; Taylor Henry, AP; Sid- 
ney Shalett, N. Y. Times: Mark Wat- 
son, Baltimore Sun; Ted White. Time 
Magazine; and Don Whitehead. AP. 


Dalton Joins OWI 

Neil Dalton, assistant to the presi- 
dent of the Louisville Courier-Jour- 
nal and Times, has joined OWI as 
assistant chief of the Domestic News 
Bureau in Washington. He will as- 
sist Dowsley Clark, former managing 
editor of the Minneapolis Tribune. 

Herbert C. Plummer, assistant 
chief of the OWI new bureau's gen- 
eral news desk, has been upped to 
general news chief. 


Philly Record Switches 

Walter Lister, city editor of the 
Philadelphia Record, was last week 
upped te managing editor. replacing 
William F. Hawkes, resigned be- 
cause of jill health. Lister is a for- 
mer city editor of the New York 
Post. 

Frederic E. Shapiro, day city 
editor, was named city editor, with 
Stanley Thompson moved from re- 
write to the day city desk. Gilbert 
Kraus, attorney, was elected vice- 
president of the Philadelphia Record 
Corp. at a stockholders meeting last 


| week. J. David Stern was reelected 


president. 


CHATTER 

Virginia Travers has quit as assist- 
ant ed of Pie, the mag, for publicity 
writing. 

Mrs. John Dos Passos, wife of the 
novelist, and Edith Shay, collabing 
on a novel. 

Jay Karth, former screen writer 
at Universal studio, sold two novel- 


| ettes to Fiction House. 


Ann Daggett resigned as western 
editor of Stardom Magazine to re- 
turn to freelance writing. 

Virginia Rowe, feature writer for 
the N. ¥. World Telegram, now also 
doing some scribbling for Movieland 
mag. - 

Robert M. Yoder, Chi Daily News 
columnist, has gone to Washington 
to report for duty as a Navy lieu- 
tenant. 

Joe E. Brown is writing a book 
about his adventures as an over: 
camp entertainer, titled “Your Kids 
and Mine.” 

Ruth Waterbury has joined the 


eas 


staff of Photeplay. Until recently 
she was editor ef Movieland. Miss 
Waterbury will headquarter in 


| Holly wood. 


ia 'in his column carried by the Post. 

Herbert V. Baier, who played in| Also involved was a Pearson broad- 
,theatre orchestras in Fort Wayne, cast on the subject. 

Ind., for vears, died March 28 in | Suit against Pearson was for} 

that city. Mother and brother sur- | $1,000.000 and against Meyer and the 

vive. | Pest for $250,000. Trial lasted two 


come around to! 


; belief that the Newspaper Guild is} 


; here to stay, and no Jonger any point 
lin continuing to take pot-shots at 
the newsmen’s union. With Robb bit- 
terly anti-Guild. that stand reputed- 
ly prompted him to quit. 

No replacement as yet. with guest 
doing his “Shoptalk at 
30” back-of-the-paper piece for the 
time being. 


contribbers 


} — 


N. ¥. News Scooped on Own “Baby” 


N. Y. News editorial office burned 
plenty last week. After saving a 
scoop on the birth of quadruplets at 
the Sloane Maternity hospital last 


week, the afternoon papers 


A. Maxwell) Hage, formerly with 
UP and NBC in New York, shoves 


off in two weeks as a member of the 


P: cific Overseas Branch of the Of- 
fice of War Information. 

James Pooler, “Variety's” Detroit 
mugg, and Brewster Campbell. city 
editor of the Detroit Free Press, 
wrote “Hallelujah in Boom Town” in 
last week's issue of Collier's 

Beith Brown has just sold Decca 
records two more stories for the 
Minnie Series, entitled: ~How 
Old Lady Lest Her Pain” and 
“Mister Tick Tock and the Fish 
Bone.” 

Lou Shainmark. managing editor 


ef the Chicago Herald-America: 
looking, ever Hollywood film talent 
for the newspaper’s annual “I Am 
An American Day” celebration in 
Chicago, April 21. 

Harry Schaden of the Tampa 
Tribune and Harris Samonisky of 
the Wilmington Journal, have joined 
Carl Byoir Associates, New York 
commercial publicity outfit. Both 


| covered amusements for their re- 


beat the ' Cleveland Plain 


spective sheets. 

Holly wood studio flacks have been 
advised that four big newspapers in 
the midwest are adding color sec- 
tions to their Sunday editions and 
want tinted motion picture art. Pae 
pers are the Cincinnati Enquirer, 
Detroit News, Pittsburgh. Press and 
Dealer. 


= | 
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JAMES RUSH 


There's Spee 

3 new Roxy show. with sie” 

: estra supporte y youp 0 
jn addition to whe hous® 


neat acts. 


fi 
pehalf 
hind the acts 
ie handles the me's and 
smoothly. He brings on 


This program, Ww 
y sent nopeful talent ! 

t Basie who 

rt 


AN 
VARIETY 
Ear) Warren, jight-skinne4 saxist. 
Last Nie and st! ater y : CH 
| Rushing, Thanks A. }. BALABAN. IRVING LESSER, SAM RAUS 
an GAE FOSTER. ARTHUR KNORR. and PAUL ASH o! the ROXY 
| Shee Theatre and to NAT KALCHEIM of the Wm- Morris Agency: 
Layout forms 3" eniervaining 
combination of jump musis and : : 
commercial production, all well 
done W ood. 
Kate Smith Show 
TE gs, Friday, 8-9 p.m.) 
| SMITH Hi | | : : big money, Ss 
4 js already there in the na 
4 as solo artist of top-notch call- 
ff Basie guested with a plano perform- 
jeading nis band at the Roxy Theater. 
As @ pioneer exponent of poogie-wooe!® 
and the qiner att of yazzology, the maes- 
| cBs COAST TO to? M., EWT 
ue oogie, W a orm, 
; good contrast to the smooth proceed 
| Thanks to KATE SMITH and TED COLLINS. was vested 
f % his own activities as & soloist, much as 
TO YOU ae 
ALEXAND HOTEL LINCOLN 
Personal 
Bikey 
Management: MILTON EBBINS 
N CY. inc, 


